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Excited by so many suggestions, the inhabitants of English Amer-
ica conceived an aversion, still more intense, for the avaricious pro-
ceedings of the British government. Already, those who were themost zedous for hberty, or the most ambitious, had formed, in the se-
cret of their hearts, the resolution to shake off the yoke of England
whenever a favorable occasion should present. This design was en-'
couraged by the recent cession of Canada : while that province con-
tinued a dependency of France, the vicinity of a restless and pow-
erful nation kept the colonists in continual alarm ; they v ere often
construed to solicit the succors of England, as those from which
alone they could expect protection against the incursions of the en-
emy. «ut the French having abandoned Canada, the Americans
necessarily became more their own protectors ; they placed greater
reliance upoa their own strength, and had less need of recurring to
others, for their particular security. It should be considered, be-
sides, that m the late war a great number of the colonists had re-
nounced the arts of peace, and assuming the sword instead of the
spade, had learned the exercise of arms, inured their bodies to mili-
tary fatigues, and their minds to the dangers of battle : they had in
a word, lost all the habits of agriculture and of commerce, and ac
quired those of the military profession. The being that has the con-
sciousness of his force, becomes doubly strong, and the yoke he feelsma condition to break, is borne with reluctance: thus, the skill
recently acqmred in the use of arms, become general amon- the
Americans, rendered obedience infinitely more intolerable to them.They considered it a shameful and outrageous thing, that a minister,
residing at a distance of three thousand miles from their country
could oppress, by his agents, those who had combated with so much
valor, and obtained frequent victories over the troops of a powerful
brave, and warlike nation. They often reflected, that this prosperi
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ty, in which England exulted, and which was the object of envy to
so many nations, was in great part the work of their hands. They
alledged that they had repaid with the fruit of their toils, and even
with their blood, the fostering cares with which the mother country
Jiad protected and sustained them, in the infancy of their establish-
ment

;
that now there was a greater parity between the two nations,

and therefore they had claims to be treated on terms of greate^
equahty. Thus the Aiuericans habitually discoursed, and perhaps
the less timid among them aspired to loftier things. The greater
number however, satisfied with the ancient terms of connection with
ijjigland, were reluctant to dissolve it, provided she would abandon
all idea of ultenor usur— ""*— -r,
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"vc" tho most intrepid in the de-
fense of their privileges, could not endure the thought of rsnouno-


