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way to that remorseless struggle in which the only altorna-
tivo offered to the Irish was—uniformity or extermination. Of
this pohcy, Sir Henry Sidney may, it seems to mo, bo fairly
considered the author; Strafford, and even Cromwell wore but
finishers of his work. One cannot repress a sigh that so
ferocious a design as the extermination of a whole people
should bo associated in any degi-ee with the Ulustrious name of
Sidney.

V '^.^i^TP^^* Deputy arrived at Carrickfergus in Septem-
ber, 1568, from England. Here ho received the "submission,"
as It is called, of Tirlogh, the new O'Neil, and turned his steps
southwards in full assurance that this chief of Tyrone was not
another « strong man" like the last. A new Piivy Council was
sworn in on his arrival at Dublin, with royal instructions "to
concur with" the Deputy, and £20,000 a year in addition to
the whole of tho cess levied in the country were guaranteed to
enable him to carry out his great scheme of tho "reduction"A Parliament was next summoned for tho 17th of January
loG9, the first assembly of that nature which had been con-
vened since Lord Sussex's rupture with his Parliament nme
years before.

The acts of this Parliament, of the 11th of Elizabeth, are
much more voluminous than those of the 2nd of the same
reign. The constitution of the houses is also of interest, as
the earlier records of every form of government must always
be. Three sessions were held in the first year, one in 1570
and one in 1571. After its dissolution, no Parliament sat in
Ireland for fourteen years—so unstable was the system at that
time, and so dependent upon accidental causes for its exercise
Ihe first sittings of Sidney's Parliament were as stormy as
those of bussex. It was found that many members presented
themselves pretending to represent towns not incorporated, and
others, officers of election, had returned themselves. Others
again, were non-resident Englishmen, dependent on the Deputy!
who had never seen the places for which they claimed to sit!
1 he disputed elections of all classes being refen-ed to the ludges,
they decided that non-residence did not disqualify the latter
Class; but that those who had returned themselves, and those
Chosen for non-corporate towns, were inadmissible. This
double decision did not give the new House of Commons quite
the desu-ed complexion, though Stanihurst, Recorder of Dublin,
the Court candidate, was chosen Speaker. Tho opposition was
led by Sir Christopher Barnewall, an able and intrepid man, to


