
Bible and the "means to be employed,"
according to Ihe prof^ramme pre.scril)ed In
the new as uell as in the old schools.
Complete secularization is not without
supporters in different classes of citizens,
but the Protestant clergy "en masse" look
at it as the most daiigerous thing after
the Catholic tv aching. The rev. gentlemen
accept with enth\isiasm the new laws
because, while repudiating the Catholic
doctrine, they do not admit of seculariza-
tion and because they are in reality but
the continuation of the Protestant schools,
such as some of the clergy and laity of the
different denominations have made them,
through the Protestant section of the
board of education.

It is very difficult to imagine what
has been printed in the press and
what has been said in different
political and religions meetings to prove,
sometimes indirectly, but ahvays '--itli

evidence, that the " scliool question of
Manitolwi is purely and simply a religious
one. I will not make any ([notations, it

would take a large vf,iume to reproduce
what has been said coolly and in a be-
coming manner, but it would take many
large volumes to contain the violent lan-
guage, the accusations and insinuations of
all sorts against that scarecrow, that
people dressed and stuffed according to
their ideas and which, through stupidity
or malice they call the "Romish church

"'

In the midst of this coarse and absurd
trash, had nnyone, just anc disinterested,
the coTirage to raise his voice to appeal to
connnon sense or to the most elementary
sentiments of justice, what has not beeli
said against such persons f They \yere so
many .Juda es, traitors to the Protestant
cause, sold to Rome, to the archbishop, to
the hierarchy, and oth-.'r stupidities of the
kind. I beg the reader's pardon for mak-
ing even a pas.- ing allusion to all these
painful occurrences. I do it merely to
prepare for the following question :

Why become so blindly sectarian in
upholding a school system, if not because
the system itsf'lf is sectarian < Why such
appeals to fanaticism, made in season and
out of season, everywhere and on every
opporttmity, if not because the schools
spoken of are in reality what people pre-
tend they are not, Protestant schools; but
enough on that humiliating aspect of the
question. 1 will now prove that the pub-
lic schools of Manitoba have secured tlie

official apnrobation and the supi)ort of the
religious denominations, which had most
contributed to mould the Protestant
schools under the old regime.
The Presbvterians assembled in svnod

in Winnipeg, the 22ud of November, 1892.
Tlie question of public schools was again
discussed at great length; the Rev. Dr.
Robertson move<l a series of politico-re-
ligious resolutions, which he supported
by a ; peech of the same character; con-
tending, among other similar reason;,
"that a system of separate schools (read
Catholic schools) could tend to fortify a

sentiment of mmexation. ' The Rev. Peter
Wright "had very much pleasure in
seconding and in cordially and ghully sup-
porting the resolutions; the latter did not
at all contemplate doing away >vith anv of
the existing religious exercista. If tliey
did he would not second them. . . Engage
only Christian men and women. While
there were exceptions, there was no cla.ss

of people for wnoin he had a higher res-

pect than the school teachers ; and a
Sunday seldom passed that he did not
give thanks from his pulpit for the help
rendered him in church work by Chris-
tian school teachers."
The Rev. J. Pringle "regards separate

schools as a curse to any piovince or any
town. He was gl ;d we were not left to
the alternative of separate or secular
schools ; if we were, he would go in with
his might for secular schools."
The Rev. Principal King opposed the

last four resolutions of Dr. Robertson,
saying: 'It was a mistake to bring such
(luestions before this church court to
make their beloved synod the tool
of sonve political party. He wash-
ed his hands clear of the whole
thing. ' The venerable doctor a'.so said :

"That he could not agree with the senti-

ment of one speaker, looking to the rele-

gation ol religion to the church and family
alone." He moved 'as an amendment to
Dr. Rol)e."tson's resolutions, that all the
clauses be omitted except the first one
which reads as follows :

" That this synod,
is accordance with the position taken at
previous meetings of synod, in favor of
natioiuil schools established in Manitoba
in IHttO, desires to express its continued
anxiety for their complete establishment
throughout the bounds of this synod." The
pronosition was adopted.
The Rev. Principal King then moved

another resolution, seconded l;v the
Rev. P. Wright : "That the synod,
in harmony with the decision of the
general assembly of IKS'), on the subject of
religion and instruction in the public
schools, would earnestly depreciate any
change in the existing school law of the
province of Manitoba, in the direction of
the withdrawal or the abridgement of the
right now enjoyed by the people. . . He
thinks that such abridgement would lie

both dishonoring to (Jod and injurious to
the interests of the state." The resolution
V, as adopted.

I confess that I understand nothing in

the ordinary language if all these asser-
tions of the Presljyterian synod do not
mean : (!) That the Catholic
schc lis must be by all means
done away with ; (2» that sectdar schools
must also l)e opposed ; (;i) that one nmst
use every effort to maintain the actual
schools with the continuance of their re-

ligious exercises. In other words, and
according to ipy pronosition, the Presby-
terian svnod proven that the actual pub-
lic schools, are and should not cease to be
but the continuatioji of the Protestant


