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ordination, or internal policy of the church, with which the Lorde
thought they had nothing to do." The earoe principle waa inva-

riably adhered to in nuineroue other caaea ; and Lord Kaimea, i na
formal Treatiae on the Juriadiction of the Courta, laya it down aa

the unqueationable law, that Preabyteriea and the church judica-

toriea are aupreme in the matter of the aettlenoent uf miniatera,—
*' their aentence being ultimate, even where their proceedinga are

illegal,"-~or contrary to the obligation expreaaed in relation tu

them in the statute ; the only «check (aa he atatea) provided by
law being, that a minister, so settled illegally, ahall not be entitled

to the atipend,"—-an arrangement which, he adda " happily recon-

cilea two thinga commonly opposite," viz., the necessary freedom

of the church, and a competent regard to the civil interests of

patrons."

Such (continued Mr Bayne) waa the conatitution of the Church

of Scotland ; but what waa it no<v ? The very opposite. It had

given up its independence in things spiritual and eccleaiastic. It

had given up to the State what Christ had committed to the Church

alone, and thereby denied thesoleHeadahipofHim from whom all

her powera were immediately derived. To prove these positiona

it would be necessary to refer to the claims of the Civil Courts
;

to the action of the Government on these claims ; and to the action

of the Established Church in regard to the new powers claimed by

the Courts of civil |law, and aaoctionod by the Imperial Legisla-

ture ; and if the charges were satisfactorily made out, the accuaa-

tiona against the Established church would then be admitted to be

fully proved.

He would therefore attempt to prove—

lat. That the Civil Courts in Scotland had claimed and been

permitted to exerciae the right of ordering and punishing the

Church Courts in regard to their functions in the ordination of

Ministers.

8d. That these Civil Courta also cl&iroed, and the claim dad

been admitted by the Kirk, the power of interdicting and setting

aaide sentences of rfsponstam and deposition pronounced by the

Church.

8d. That they had claimed .m right ofconferring the power of

performing spiritual functiona on partiea not recognized by the

Church.

4th. That tt ay bad aJao elaimed and exereiaed a right of altefiog

the Compositiim of the Choreh Courts.

5th. That they claimed the right to interfere in prerentiDg the

Church from giving proper pisioral superintendanee to ber own

people.
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