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all the world knows, it is out of our power. There

is a certain evil attends our intemperance, namely,

a lofs of chara6ler in Europe : For our iMiniller*

write, that our condu61: hitherto, in this refpe£i;,

has done us infinite injury ; and has exhibited us in

the light of a people, dcftitute of government, on

whole engagements of courfe no dependence can

be placed."

We have been thus led round a circle of lartre

circumference, in order to come at the general

refult, which has been in this manner drawn by

Phocion. And it mufl: now be admitted, that

there ought to be a ftrong iieceffity, or a very

apparent ufe, to juftify the meafure, of entering

into a new treaty with States, who have not,

even by their own acknowledgments, performed

the old. Of the exiftence of that ncceflity, or of

that ufe it may be proper to make a few remarks.

I'he ftipulation, which exprefsly promifed, that

there ftiould be no lawful impediment to the re-

covery of debts, has been attended, as we have fecn,

with no great efficacy, in the praftice of mer-

chants. Wife men, who had feen, during every

age, the fame neceflities prevailing in the Colonies,

whofe Legiflatures oppofed fimiiar obQru6lions to

the recovery of debts, have been heard to obferve :

That the only point of commercial policy, which

had the femblance of ufe, would be an efiPe6lual

provifion for the fpeedy liquidation of debts, which

mufl always be due from the United States to Evi-

tain. And doubtlefs aftipulation of this kind (if

we


