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III (ilic'iiit'iire (o your iiistruciioiis I liavp tlio lidiKH' tn ctfi't-r a frw

ifi'iu r.'il olisciv.'itKum oil fircnnistaiifcs lliat I noticed wliilo jirocoeiling from New
Wostiiiiiistcr to Lake La IIuclii'.

From Xcw Wostiiiiiistor to tlic iiioiitli f>f ilic Harrison tliero is a slight incrcnpe

in tlic numbor of lialjitaiions on tlic banks of Frascr llivcr since last year, parti-

iMilarly on the north side; these coupled with llie gaps in tlic forest caused by the

cutting of cord wood (i>r the use of the steamers, and which ex]iose in several

places soil of a proniisiiip; a]•p^ttl•ance, indicate a slowly i)Ut steadily pro;!:ic':sivc

occupation. The river has altered its channel perhaps a little more than usual

this year below the mouth of the Uarrison; the li.ink; remain the .siine but poi--

tions of the low islands near the Chllukweyiik are removed, and shoal places

altered in position.

The top of the incompl(;te dam in Harrison Iliver lieiiig covered, I could ii: I

sec from the steamer its state o*' preservation : no part of it liowevor appears to

have been injured, but the beacons erected on it should be redxed bellire the

next freshets. The shoal at tlu^ mouth of Hariistm Lake has considerallv in-

creased, the channel in.w being ilriveu close into the eastern shove. This cumu-

lative obstacle, which is a natui'al formation, not arising from the dam, does lU't

pntmi.se to become a serious one, being ea-;ily removed by means of a dredge

which, with the inci'easiiig traffic, will soon be foui.,1 an indispensable adjunct to

the navigation from the mouth r.l' the Chilukweyuk Iliver to the towns of Doug-

las and Hope. The tortuous jiinvt ion of the head of Harrison Lake with Douglas

Lake would be grc^itly im])roved by the ajiplication of this machine, indeed all

appearances tend to jirove C"ai)tain (Jrant's observations, that a dam alone without

dredging would not j>crmanently remedy the obstacles to navigation on the

Douglas route.

The town of Douglas is increasing, but ihe stumps are i.till iu the streets. A

want of v-atcr in the Mill Race has caused the supply of limiber to fall short of

tlie demand, and has dela\cd the erection ol' several buildings.

As yon are aware, the D 'Uglas IJoad, eoiHlructed by the IJoyal Engineers, is

in good travelling order, and made of lastuig material: the widening of the termini

will be a gf'at improvement. Settletnent does not appear to increase akmg this

road, probably from ihe rocky line of country through which it passes, Init the
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