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oil the OIK' hand, and tho mnkors of tho argillitc spearpoints on the other, stand in ih.'

rclationsliip of ancestor and dosrcndnnt ; and if the latter, as is prohahle, is in turn ili.

amestor of llie modern l''skinio, then does it not follow that the Ifiver-drift and Cavu-nmn

of Europe, supposing thi^ relationship of tho latter to the Eskimo to bo correet, hoar tb'

same c-lose relationship to each other as do the Amerieap rejiresenlatives of these earliest .if

peojde '.

'*

An appeal to European archieoloay can seancly fail to suii'irest some very strikiii'j

contrasts thereby involved. As the thoughtful student dwells on all the phenomena ni

chantre and iiN'ological revolution which hi^ has to emounter in seeking to assign to ilii'

man of the European drift his plinc in \anished centuries, his mind is lost in amazeniciii

at the vista ot that long-forgotten past. Yet inadequate as the intermediate steps luiiy

appear, there are progressive stages. Amid all the overwhelming .sense of the vastness of

the period eml)raced in th(! changes which he reviews, the mind rests from tinii' to lime m

well delined stations, in tracking the way liackwaid, through ages of histot^ial anli(piitv.

into the night of time, and so to that dim dawn of mei'hanical skill and rational indiistrv

in which the lirst tool-makers plied their inu'enions arts. But, so far as yet appears, il i-

wholly otherwise tliroughout tliis whole western continent, Uoxn the gulf of Mexico, noiiii-

ward to the pole. North America lias iiid 1 a copper aije of its own very markedly

defined ; for the shores and islands of Liiki' Superior are rich in pure native copp/r. avail-

able for industrial resourci's wilhoiit even the most nidiinciilarv kiiowleduc ol inelalliirgii

arts. Hut the tools and personal ornaments fashioned out of this more workable material aro

little, if at all. in advance of the implements of stone ; and, with this exci'ption, tlii'

primitive iniluslry of Niu'lh America manifests wondrously slight traces of progress! 'ii

throuirh all the ages now assigned to man's presein'e on the continent.

The means available for formiiiL!- some just estimate of the character of native Amerii an

art are now abundant. In the National Museum at 'Washington ; the I'eabody Museum

at Cambridgi', Mass. ; tho Peabody Academy at Salem
; the Aeadomy of Natural Seieiuvs

at riiiladelphia: the American Anliiiuariaii Society at ^Vorcestlr, Mass. ; and in varieu-

Histitrical Societies and University ]\[useum's throu;:liout the States: the student >l

American arclucology has the means of obtaining a comproheiisive view of tho native arts

At t'lie Centennial Exposition of Philadelphia in IStfi, the various States vied with oa^

another in producing' an ade(|uate represi'iilalion of the anti.piilies specially iharacterisii.

of their own localities; and numerous valuable reports, of the Smithsonian Instiiu-

lion, the I'nited States OeoaM-aphical Surveys, the Cieological Survey of Cana<la, and

the (leoloa'ical Surveys of various Slates, have furnished the re(piired data for determining'

the prehistoric chroniclings of the northern continent.

One of the latest luiblications of lliis class is ])r. .Vbbott's own volume, eiititicil

'Primitive Industry ; or illustrations of tlie handiwork in stone, bone and ilay of ili'

nalive races of the Norlliern Atlantic seaboard of America." It isa most instructive epitoinr

of North American Archioology. Notwithstanding the limits set in the title, works in

inetal as well as in stone are iiichided ; and what are the results ? Tweuty-ono out of its

t weiily-three chaiiters are devoted to the detailed illustrations of stone and Hint ax"s, eel's.

hammers, chisels, scrapers, drills, knives. iVi'. Fish-hooks, lish-spears, awls or bodkins, aiul

•rriniitivo liiilastry,
i>.
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