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wteks hcforc it does in llie lakes a
great many either innchase or l)nil<l

their boats iit Lake Bennett, nionnt
it on sleds and continue down the
chain of lakes and river as lon;^ as
the ice remains solid, often reachin;,'

the canyon above White Horse r.ip-

ids before it becomes necessfirv to

launch the boat. During the spring
of the year a stifT breeze will always
be found blowing down the Yukon
and a sail hoisted on a sled will be
of great assistance in moving the
load along. Those who bnild their

own boats should construct them as

solidly as possible, as it re((uires a
staunch craft to stand the rough
water encountered in running the
rapids.

HOW LONG TO STAY
Tne length of one's stiy in the

Yukon may be indelinite. Rut lit-

tle can be accomplished in the wav
ofacquiring a stake within Kss than
three ye;irs, unless one is extraordi-
narily fortunate.

The first year is generally spent in

looking over the country, visiting

the difTcrent camps and latest strikes

and prospecting for a claim. If a
promising claim is found the fir.-t

y. ar the second is fully occupied in

opening it up, either by burning the
moss oir ami stripping to the pay
stre ik, or draining and bringing in
a ditch with sufficient fall to run
your sluices. The end of the second
year should see the claim ready to

begiti producing the following; sea-
son

; one might be able to take out
some dust that same fall. In cases
where the pay gravel lies eight and
ten feet beneath the surface work
may be carried on during the winter
1)y drifting. The surface scil is not

removed in such cases, being frozen
into a solid, compact mass. .\ sh.-ift

issunktothe i)ay dirt, then a tun-
nel is run lengihwi.se of the same,
the gravel Icing thawed imt by log
fires and afterward hoisted to the
surface where it lies until water for
washing jmriioscs may be obtained
the following summer. Thofc who
go to the ^ukon in the spring and
come out the same fall rarely make
their cxiicn.ses. Don't go unless you
are prepared to stay three years, or
t\v.> at the least.

THE JOURNEY
With your outfit, sled, etc., aboard

the steamer .-t Seattle, bound for
Dyea or Skagnay, the run to the.se

points is ,S,S.( miles and is made in
four <!a\s. Prom n^ ea you tramp
across the summit to Lake Lin-
<Urman. Then a start down the
chain of lakes is ma'lc. Lake Lin-
derm.iu is eight nnles long, between
which and the head of Lake Hennett
is a small stream connecting the two
bodiis of water, almost a mile in
leiigtii. In the summer time a port-
age is necessary here as the channel
is filled with boulders to such an ex-
tent as to make navigation unsafe.
Ai Lake Dennett a boat should either
be built or purchased of the estab-
liihment located there. Mount your
boat on two sle.ls, one forward and
one aft, and pack your entire outfit
inside Lnsh the .sle.ls firmly in
pbce au'l you are ready to traveL
Lake nennett is twent\-si.\ miles
Ions, with .'in average brcadlli of two
miles. The wat( rs connecting Lake
nennctt Mith Tagish lake constitute
what is known as Caribou crossing.
Th? curient is rather tlugyish and
the channel is crooked and shallow.
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