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and the Republicans were no better prepared than the

Democrats to adopt abolition as a principle. The Con-

stitution did not expressly forbid slavery. Neither, as was

often urged, did the New Testament. But the one said

that all men were born equal, without specifying white

men ; and St. Paul declared that, within the pale of

Christendom, there was neither Jew nor Greek, neither

barbarian nor Scythian, neither bond nor free.

At the age of twenty- two Sir John Acton found

himself in a country whose institutions differed as widely

as possible from those of the United States. His mother

had married Lord Granville, and he accompanied his

step-father to Moscow when Alexander the Second was

crowned there in 1856. Lord Granville's reception was

not a pleasant one, and even so accomplished a master of

tact was driven to remonstrate against the coldness of his

treatment, which was made more remarkable, though not

more agreeable, by the flattering attentions paid to the

French representative, M. de Momy. The Crf'mean War
was hardly over, the ink on the Treaty of Paris was

scarcely dry, and already Russia was on better terms with

France than with England, while England was on worse

terms with France than with Russia. The Emperor

Napoleon had taken no pains to secure the fulfilment

of the Treaty, whereas Lord Palmerston could not have

displayed more zeal on behalf of Turkey if he had been

the Sultan's Minister instead of the Queen's. The singu-

larity of the situation could not fail to strike such a mind

as Sir John Acton's. For the result of a war in which

England had sacrificed twenty thousand men and seventy-

six millions sterling to maintain what were called in a

licertious phrase the liberties of Europe was that she had

not a friend on the European Continent except Turkey.

The distinguished company with whom Sir John Acton

associated at Moscow were astonished " by the vastness

of his knowledge and his mode of exposition." Between

Sir John and his step-father there could not be much real

sympathy "f taste or disposition. Lord Granville, as

Matthew Arnold says, had studied in the book of the world


