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are permitted to grow up imagining men are paladins.

And when they marry they experience a shock from

which they never recover. Being married is such a

different affair from looking after your father's house.

When I mentioned my errand, she said her mother

and the widowed aunt were at Torquay. Her plain

feature" were suffused with emotion when she men-

tioned the death of her uncle. She had been his

favourite niece. He always paid them a brief visit

when he came to London. Very brief. He had a

great many people to see in town. Only last year

he had given her a set of pearls. And Madame

Kinaitsky was so young—it was tragic. The pater

had gone over and met her in Paris and she would live

with them in future. She stopped in the middle

of tkis and looked at me.

"*You me* her, of course, out there?* she

asked.

•Oh, dear no,* I said. " I am only a very casual

acquaintance, you understand. I happened to be

on the spot, and the very fact that I was not a regular

friend gave your uncle the idea that his papers,

whatever they are, would be safer with me. I was

only too pleased to be of service. You see,* I went on,

*your uncle knew a friend of mine, and so. . . .*

•*A friend of yours?* she queried.

'*Yes, a business friend. Your unde helped him

<*(

<((


