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BY 11Ev. TaobiAs CUMsbuN0, TRtuit.
EXCURSION TO HEBRON.

ST Nvas on the tenth of Marchi that I drove
from Jorusalem te, Hebron in one of

the fow carrnages of Nvhichi the Holy Land
can boast. 1 -was acconapanied on the occa-
sion by three congenial, fellow-travellers and
a well-infornaed dragomian, ail of whoxn con-
tributod largely te, the enjoyment of the
excursion. The distance is twenty ]Roman
miles, the direction being nearly duesouth.
The road is rougli tind mountaineus, but,
unlike niost of the ronds of modern Pales-
«Liuo, it is quite passable for a wheeled car-
niage. As wo drove aiong this part of the
rond we met largo numbors of the fellahin,
or peasantry, frein the surrounding districts
'wending their way with thieir agricultural,
products te the holy city-sonie on hugeo,
unwieldly casuels, some on nimble-footed
donkeys, and soane on the tandem that
Nature gave theni. IMy sympathies Were
deoply stirred iii libazh of these down-trod-
den peasnntry greaning under the exorbitant
taxation wbich the Turkish governmnent im-
poses on thons.

But I minst hurry on towards Hebron.
lIn the neigbbourhood of Bethlohem ive
sâw the tewn new called IBit-Jala pictur-
esquely situated on the sioping hill-sido.
Our informant had ne hesitation in identi-
fying it with Zolah the home of Kish, and
the site of the family sepuichre in whichl
Saul and Jonathan ivere buried. It is at
present a prospereus leeking town sur-
rounded by magnificent olive groves, and
containing 3,000 inhiabitants,. ail Christians
of the Greok and Latin persuasions. The
residences of the Groek and Latin Patri-
archs are vory censpicueus buildings. Two
miles further seuth we reach the place
which the natives cail El-Burak. Here
are the actual Pools of Solomon of which
ho says in Ecclesinstes :-," I made me
pools of water te water the wood that
%'ingreth forth trees." Theso pools, throe

i~number, are enermous reservoirs hewn.
pnrtly out of the selid rock, and partly
built of great squared stenes, ail heavily
Iined on the inside with extreineiy durable,
marbie coiourod cernent. They are se
located, one after the other, in the descend-

in- Valley tha' the water whichi trickics
down froin the neiglhbouring founitlins
filters successively through eachi of tihem~
and thus is tl:,reo turnes purified before
entering the aqueduct throughi whielh of
old it flowed into tho holy cit ' Oves the
principal fountain frein whicllî the wvater
issues there ia elaborateiy constructed
chambers whichi were evidently dcsi-ued
to guard it front the gaze of the passing
traveller. The reservoirs are, resptectivel),
three hundred and eighty, four' Iuudred
and twenty, and five hunldred and eighty.
two, feet in leuth-the iargest of thein
whLen fuit being capacious enough, as Dr.
Thaomson of the IlLand and the Book"
says, to :float the largest nian-ef-war that
ever ploughied the ocean. They are still,
aftcr a lapse of three thousand years, ini a
roniaikable state of preservatien. Water
is stili convoyed frein thern as far as Beth.
lehemn. Beyond this the aqueduet is so
delapidated that it 18 ne longer of aniy soi-
vice. iBaroness Burdett-Coutts several yeirs
ago, offered the Turkish officiais £30,O0u
for the purposo of roconstructing it ail the
way te Jerusalein, as it existed in tise davs
of Solomon. IBut the generous gift %as
rejectedc without thanlks, on the ground that
it would be unlla,.vful te use the rnoney of
the Christian for the putpose of conveyng
the gift of God, water, te El Khjuds--tle
EIoly Iloslem City!

The celebrated, gardens and orchards of
Solomon were situated in the vicinity of
these cisterns and a littie fuither down the
fertile valley which here crosses our road at
neariy right angles. The whole valley
tenans with histerical associations and anar-
vois of physical scenery of surpassing in-
terost te, the poot, or the preacher, who bas
an eye for the beautiful in nature and the
tragic ini human lifo. The tweive mile
frein EI-Burak te Hebron naay te brieflv
doscribed as a succession of his a-ad daies
'with a rude khan, at which wve stopped far
an heur, and an occasional. humble liabits-
tien of a native poýasant. Yot the land, DO0W
comparatively dreary and dosolate, is evi-
dently very fertile, capable, particularly-, Of
producing fruit in great abundance iud
varietv.

..Arrived at ilobron, we first walked a maile
up the adjacent valley of Eshcoi te see thS
Oak of Mainre whioh stands in an oPen
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