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THE CONSOIIDAIEO STATIONERY CO., uns.
(ANMALOeýIATIs FIUMds OF' PARSONS. Diti.1 & CO., AZ41) O'LOUOIILIN DEucs. & ce.>

Our Stock is now coxeplete in ail lines Of Filncy Goods and Toys for the Flait and
S Holiday Trade. Mirrors, Bronzes, V 4ses, Firames, Polding L'eatiir D)ressing Cases,~ Ans, Portfolios, Album.Q, etc., in grcatt val icty. Purscs and Wallets, Iiaskr. Christmnas

'~~'%/Frce Ornaments and WVax Tapers. Magie Lanterns, froxu toy ones to large useful
I ones. Rocking ilorses, Sieds, etc. Dolls, in Mtl xuakes and sizes. Mýonutl Organs,Violins, Accordeons, and other musical goods. (Jhisîa CadIoketPyBo

etc. Ord.Žrs and correspondence solicited.

41 Princess Street,-

Theo Rezouroos of B ritishi Columbia
wîth some Account of thoîr REOBUt

flevolopmonit.
WVhen, in 1871, the Province et British

Columbia ivas added te the Dominioni of
Canada, immedliate benafits te each beyond

pitcal consideral ions wero but uncertain.
Thtgreat factor in unity-case of coin-

mnunication - ivau lacking, and was eut sui.-
pliaid for filteen scars. Till thon the
Dominion haml as little practical e3vidence of
the possession, et a Pacifie Province as if the
latter bad beau situated in South Africa ;
and the province, in its turn, lied te leok to
San Francisco as a base ot supplies, and te
expect mails and sottlers te ha conveyed by
way of tha United States w> Cape Hoera. No
adequate and inviting mens (If comirnunica-
tien with the interior existcd, "nd the
country, beyond its borders, was regarded as
fit for littia but a field for the adiveeturer and
sportsmar. But mvhen the Cauadian Pacifie
railroad ivas suicce-stally couipleted, a new
ea begau, and, for practical purposes. British
Columbia as a Provinco oi the Dominion
came inte existence.

One hundred years ago the co'îutry bad
just beau discovered. Cook and Vancouver
lied made exploratory voyages aleng its
const, te tue followed by a few adventurous
trading vessls je search et lur". On the
saine mission came represontatives et the
North-West and Rudsoit',3 Bey Companies,
Who made their wey through dangers aisdJ
hardships [rom the eust, and bave their
mernuries perpetuated in the rivers bearing
their names, wbich brought thoin te the
cost. Tho territory later came under thet
permanent occupation ot the Jiudson's Blay
Com,,any, with their hcdquarten at Victoria,
on Vancouver Island, and ivas named IlNew
Caledonia," and lied reached the initid. stage
of develepaot-that of a Ilfui country."

In shape the province, thus flrst settled,
is an irregular parallelogram, lying on the
Pacifie Coast botween 49 degrees and 60
degrees ef north latitude, and having an
average width o! 400 m'es. Its area, includ-
ing that of Vancouver 1t-land-which sholtmr
for 250 miles the more sontherly portion of
the coast of tdia maitiland-is etimated at
88800 square mi es-a largererea than that
of any country in Europe cxcept Russia.
The coast lino on both islaed and niainland
is sinueous and indented te a romarliable
degree. The interior et the country is
described by geolo.-ists as bolonàing te the
Cordillere boit ef the West cos, aud. coin-
prizes the Rocky, lId and Coast ranges of
mounitains. 'Ibo existence ef Vancouver
Island is due te the appearance o! a fourth
sud submered range. fEùtmeoe ud tbrough
thesý ane flow the other distinguishin
fçatures ot the province, its rivers- tli

Frasor Skeeana and Sticl-een, with part cf tlîa
Columnbiaaend.Peaco. Separating thotbasins
o! the Columbia snd Fraser rivers, and ex-
tending northwvard, lies an elevated table
land; the rest of the provincee consisting,
ganarafl speahking, of nltornatiDn3 botwvcn
meuntaî"i and.valley.

Coniderations et, and criticisms upon, the
state and prospects of B3ritish Columnbia must
bave regard te the feet that accurate kmow-
ledge ef the Country is confined te its sutlI-
et n andi coast districts. Much cf the ncrth-
ern portion bias net set been stirvoyed. In
censequence of this, snd cf its present-timo
inaccessibility, not only has ne development
thero taion place, but its very pussibilities
are but guessed at. If they prove as great
as those in districts alroady knoiwn. no ad-
equate computation et the prospective weslth
cf tlîe provinece ba syet beau ruade.

Tra ',itien from the standing ef a fur
couittr3 te that ef one yielding gold was of a
sornemvat suddee and unexpected nature,
but was what first ewakened interest in its
po)ssibilties. The gold excitemeat et 1819,
wiehcl bad brouglit a motlay crowd cf adven-
turors te California, had scarcely îassed its
height wben a report was mpread of geld
discoveries on the Fraser river, and in a few
weeks thowi-ands weore camped at Victoria.
Considerable reduction ivas, however, soît
made in their numbers when the difilcultias
o! penotrating. beyond the Coast wcre rcalized,
but te the pioneers Who remaiued, B3ritish
Colîîm1*4 eweos the recognition te thet min-
oral iveutth îvhicb, from the very confi.;ura-
tien et the country, muust over7 ramain its
chie! resource. Whbite nature has imot afferd-
cd inducamants for Eettlemant in the %% ay cf
a goeral aîîd unstinted produetiveness, ýbe
bas laid up-now proved beyond a daubt-
vast stores et goid and silver, coal. iroti,
copper and other minerais, as tho renard of
onterpriza. lier gitts in the mnatter of
forests have bean lavisb in tînt extreme, and
these are dctined iii the future ta serve as a
store for hait the worid. Sho has filled the
waters %vith &l.h affording« mostpalatable and
nutritieus food, and bas eltogetiier se noutral-
ized tha rugged, torbiddlir'g fuetures o! tht,
country as to fit it for tînt borna et an in-
dustrieus, wesltby race.

GOLD-Ia seeking ta trace the progress
that bas beon mado tewards davelopment et
the mineral wealth of the province, geld, the
original attractive featare, first deis atten-
tion. lIs diîtrîbation.is eneral-so goneral
that there are fow districts which do net
show avidonces ef itî presence in rit toast a
sinal degree. PLrevious te the great gold
O\citemeait it hall be discovere t. and
werked ln the Quee Charlotte Islands; bu.t
trom 1858 interest was almost eutirely cou-
fined te tho Fraser jiver, sud tho d:istrict
drained bY it. Tho carly prospectors, ha-
lieving that the fine gold discovored on the

"bars " of the luwer Fraser was only an ini-
dication or richer depositis in tho interior,
made their %%ay in face of grent hardships to
tho Carihoo district, semae four hundred miles
front the sen, and thoir found thoir anticipa-
tions of rich deposits mnore than reali,.ed.

Lesprimitive methuds thati those previously
tri use wero adopted, sbafts -.ote sunk, tun-
nets were run, and pumping raachinery iii-
troduced, witlt the resuit that tint output of
gold of tho prûvince for tho sears 1862-3 was
e.itinated at something over 31,200m. The
output for 1861 atone iras estimated at $3,-
785,85, Il ince which year figui es have shown
ar graduel but steady decrease, rising slightly
bas contributed guld of an appruximate valtie
of $50,000,000 to the stock of the world. For
the ltrpose of cotapariben the following
fig xres rmay be talien:-

Year. Valuo of Gold.
1870 ......... ........... 81'J3695>
1881)....... ............. 1)018l877
1890 .............. ....... 494,435
189-2.. ,..... ...... ........ 899,526
1893 ............ ......... 879,535
1891.....................'156,000
Se fat, ail bas beau producod by alluvial or

placer gold mining, with light as)pliancest,
asid %rith supplies and labor commanding
almost prohibitive prices. "lTha cheappoing
ot thesa essentials," says Dr. G. M. D % us'n,
of the geogolical survey, Ilproduced by impro-
vcd means of communication, and by the
sgttlement of the country, coupled with the
attendant facitities for bringing heavy ina-
chinery and applianices into use, ivill enable
the profitable working of greatly extended
areas." The increased yialct for 1894 may be
ascribed to the adoption of heavior plant and
systomatic inetbods by a few mining cormpan-
ias îvhich have in the last two or three yeara
been preparinz the vvay for bydraulicizing
orerations on a. large sesie, and the season
about ta open rlîould witness a rnuch greater
output frein these sources.

As set II 1uartz," or vain mining. has re-
ceived no practical attention, theugh evo-
lutijn in the future toivards that frem present
methods will ouly bo naturel. The auther-
ity quoted abovo says the following on this
point: IlIt becomnes important to nota and
record tho local ities ini which rîeh alluvial de-
posits have been found. . -. Their ex-
istence points te that of neghboring de-
fosits ini the rock itsel!, wvbich may be con-

fidently looked for, and which arc lik-ely te
constituto, a *greater and i ore permanent
source of ivealth than that aflord. d by thoir
derived gold." This bas been verified in
California and Australie, white the Tread-
well mine in Alaska pays richly at the rate
eof$3 for every ton of quartz inicd, and is
situated in rock formations identical with
those of the Coast region of of British Col-
uibia.
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