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= REIENDING ITS ARKS,

The Canadian Pacitc railway company is to
wgigo ta anothor important raflway onterprise
This is nothing less than the con-
strction of & line of railway from Wegina, Assi-

E oibole, ta a touth easterly direction, to the Da.
® kota boundary, where connaction will be made
R ith & railway which will be built across the

states of North Dakots and Minnernta, to St.
Paul and Minoeapolis,  This is not a now pro-
st but is one which has been under contem
plation for & few years. In fact, this was no
Joubt one of tho objects in view, when the Can.
sdian Pacifio obtained an entrance iuto St. Paul
aad Mioneapolis, by the purchase of & vontrol-
ing interest in-the Minneapolis, St. Paul and
Sault Ste Mario1ailway.  Tho latter is a lino

b of roilway extendiog from the twin citiea of

Minnesota, to Ssult Ste Marie, where connec.
tion is made ot the latter place with tho Algo.
ma branch of the Canadian Pacific, this branch
connecting with the main lino of the latter

] road at Sudbury,

The Canadian Pacific has a large traflic from
Pacific coast points to poiats in the ceatral or
Mississippi states, At the present time this
business is being done via Winnipeg, The traf-
fic is carried from the Pacific coast over the
Cansdizn Pacific to Winnipeg, and thance
south from Winoipeg to St. Paul and Minneap-
olis, via the Great Northern railway. Thelat-
ter road—the Great Northern—will soon have
a live of its own through to the Pacific coast,and
as soon as this is uccomptisned, it will be inde-
pendent of the Canadisa Pacific for Parifio
coast busipess. Jostoad of receivivg Pucific
coast traffic at Winnipeg from the Canadian Pa-
cific, for distribution to ceutral states’ points,
it will desiro to carry this traffic airect from the
coast by its own lines, and will out its conoec-
tion at Winnipeg with tho Cauadian Pacific.
The Canadiau Pacifio has no other connection
at Winnipeg or elsewhere,whereby it can trans.
fer its central states’ business for diatribution to
point of destination, and as matters now stand,
it must lose its business between Pacific coast
and central states’ points as soon s the Great
Norther gets its line through to tho coast,
Hence the decision to open a new route.  This
new route, a3 stated will be run from Regiaa,
on the Canadian Pacifio, in & south-easterly
direction to the Dakota boundary, thence across
North Dakota and Minnesota to the twin cities
of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Ariiving atthess
points, the Canadian Pacific can readily make
conngction for all points in the contral states.
The new route will be pushed through at once,
aod thus by the vimo tho Great Northern has
its route through to the coast, and withdraws
its connection from the Canadian Pacific, the
latter road will have a route of its cwvn, to cen-
tral statey’ points, and will atill boan the ficld
to compete for business Lotween the Pacific
coast aud central states’ poiats.  The Minnea
polis, St, Pauland Sault Ste Marie railway not
only cobnects the twin cities with the Canadian
Pacific at Sault Sto Marie, but this road bas
already beon extonded some hundreds of miles

{u a northwesterly direotion, from Minneapolis
to within a short Jdistance of Bismarck, North
Dakota. This westernoxtonsion of theSaultrond
will be continued on to the Canadian boundary,
to connect with the line which will be built
from Regina to the boundary. When thiswork
is comp'eted, the Canadian Pacific will havoa
dirert Lo of railway from Regiua to St. Paul
aud Mivneapolis, and will then be in a position
to reach all points in the central states, by an
independent line under its owa control. With
ita Sault ~onnection between Minneapolis and
Sault Ste Mario, it will also have an alternate
route north and south of Lake Superior, from
Regina and points west thereof, to casiern
Canada and eastern states points.

FARM IMPLEMENTS.

The union last fall of soveral firms of imple-
ment manufacturers in one company, has given
rise to quito a little agitation among western
farmers in some sections. The matter hasbeen
discussed to some exteut through the press,
mosatly in the form of letters from farmers, or
parties claiming to be farmners, It has alsobeen
discussed at meetinga of farmers, and soms very
senseless things have been said in connection
with the subject, both througl: the pressand at
these meetings. A few persons secem to have
adopted the belief, that the union of the Mas-
sey-Harris and other implement firms in one
strong company, will in some wey result disad-
vantageously to tho buyers of implements.
Tray do nat state exactly in what way the far-
mexs are to bo injured, but they talk about a
“gigantic implement combine,” ‘‘oppressive
implement monopoly,” and other equally mie.
leadiog terms.  Ose writer has even proposed
that the farmers should unite to boycott the
combine, and other equally urjust and unrea-
sonable aszertions have been made,

It eppears that it would be only reasonable
to wait tosee what the new :mplement concern
will do, before working up any agitation against
it. If it appears later on that as a result of the
amalgamation of these implement firms in oue
company, the interests of the farmers have in
any way suffsred, then it will be awple time to
protest. So far the new company has not been
given much.time to show what it can or willdo.
In tho meantime, however, we must say that
we cannoc see that these implement manufac.
turers have done anything wrong or anything
likely to injure the farmers,in merzing their in-
terests in one company. The term mooopoly is
not applicable to them in any sense whatever.
They have by no means a monopoly of business
in their particular branch. There is still plenty
of competition in the manufacture of all kinds
of farm implements and machinery in this coun.
try. In fact, in some lines, there is over com-
petition, and the business in cortain implements
is divided among so many mavufacturers, that

_they cannot work toadvantage.  Neither can
tho term combine bo applied to the new com-
pany, in the sense that is intended by those
who bave used the expression. A trade com.
bino implics an agreement entered into between
a number of porsons in a certain line of busi-
ness, for the purposeof exercising an undus in.
flacnce over that particular braunch of trade,
suck as regulating the output, if it bo a manu-
facturing branch, regulatiog prives, etc. The
thanufacturers of starch in this coantry, for in-
stance, Iately bed an agreemont among them-

selves to scll only at cortain prices, and oun cer-
tain terms. That was a combine, A combine
may oxist among a number ol socparate firms
and companics, and is simply an agreoment
among different concerns to rogulate trade to
the benefit of those engaged in the brench.
When one strong company is formed to scoure
coatrol by purchase or otherwise of all the con

cerns jn a cortain branch of trade, it is some-
times called a combine, though the result of a
move of this nature is to seccure a monopoly.

Tho new imploment firm, as far as wo know,
hag not entered into any agreement with other
imploment manufasturers to regulate prices, or
to vegulate any other feature of the trade.
There is thorefore nothing in tne pature of a
combine about it.  Neithor has the new com-
pany endecavored to bry up or secure control of
all other implemnent manufacturing establish-
munts, 80 that there is no monopoly feature
aboutit. It is no more a monopoly or a com-
biue, than would be a partoership agreement
between two grocers, who had previously car-
ried on business separately.

This article is not written parcticularly in de-
fence of the Massey-Harris cotnpany, but on ac-
count of the unjustuess in principle, of some of
the statements which have appeared in Manito-
ba papers, concorning this newcompauy. We
have not thought it necessary to enquire partic-
ularly into the business of the company, or to
the course they iatend to follow during tho pre-
sent year, or the more distant future. Time
will develop this, and the company may safely
be left to be judged from its futurs actions. We
causee many ways, however, in which the un-
ion of these firms ia one strong company,should
prove an advautage to our farmers and the
country at large.  In the first place there was
over-competition in the implement manufactur-
ing trade.  Whoen business is divided among
100 TR0y concerns, none can work to the best
advantage, and as a result inferior work and
cheap material is likely to be substituted in or-
der to make a profit. The host of agents main-
tained by tho implement firms, and the cost of
keeping offices and wavercoms all over the
country, is a very important item.  Each one.
¢f the three concerns which are now united in
one compauy, was obliged to maintain agents

at and rent or own premises at points all over
the country. Where three agents were former-

ly maintained at one country point, one man
will now answer to represent the amalgamated
firms. Instead of three separate offices and
warerooms in each town, one will now serveall
necessary purposes.  This will relieve a large
amount of capital and greatly reduce ruaning
expenditure, which should enable the new com-
pany to work to the best advantage. Another
point is, that patents and improvements form-
erly held by tho threo concerns, will now be
owncd by the now company. The new com.
panycertainly has many advantagesinitspower,
as compared with the condition of things while
the three concerns were working separately.
With the amalgamation ol capital, plant, pat.
ents, etc., with the great saving in working ex-
penses, and other advantages in its possession,
the new campany should be in aposition to con-
duct its operations to the benefit of the farm-
ers, rather than to their disndvantage.

There is another point worth mentioning.
We oftenhear talk about farmers being pestered@
with ageats; and talked into buying machines
which they do not need, a statement which wo
belicve contains somo truth. Now, with on



