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VANcouvER, F~b 123,-During the paa< week
tho wea<hpr lha stiffened up consitierahly, anti
bas been sev.erer than anything oxperienceti
this year. V'esterday the aleigli helîs were
bocarxI for the firet <tine, and last nigh< was the
coldest cf the season. The effect o! <bis lias
heen perceptible in tho stiffening of prices anti
the suspension of building operations, anti adi-
vances are looketi forward to lu eggs, potatoes,
hsy antiesa, tieh and vegetables, altbouigh any
extenticti colti ivather ie not anticipateti at
<bis Beason, andî iti s0 tinusual as ta ho grea<ly
commenteti upon. Business is good ail round,
considering <bat <bis is invariably tbe tinhlest
portion of the year.

1.ast week New Weostinstaer suiîreil froin a
vcry disastrous firo, by which the citizens of
<bat place lest soute $250,000 wor<h ati property,
inciutiug <ho flnest block in <ho City. The re-
suit has heurn to inaugurate a poiicy of strict
fire prevention sui the remnoval o! ail expiosixes
ouc3ide of <ho City liîsîita.

In 8hipping tIse week bas not been unevelît-
fui. The steam sbip P>arthia. left port %vith over
'2000 tons of freiglit, the ahip Spartan arriveti
from Manilla with 1000 tons of raw Bugar for
the augar refinery, which is now lai gely sup.
plyiag the provincial market, anti the stcam
sbip WVest India bas arriveti fronm Liverpool by
wvay of <lie Ho-bm with general merchandise
consigneti to Victoria antiVancon ver merchaut8.
The WVest India is lhe pioncer vessel in <ho
hiritisis Colunîbia anti Australla route, anti sill
ply be tween Vancouver and Aust ralia. There are
two ahips in Burrarti Inlet loatiing lumber for
foreign înarkets. It is alan announcet <at <ho
Union Steamship o., of Vancouver, ivili put a
new steamer alînilar te the steam ahip lalander
on thse Vancouver-Nanaimno route ai place
the Cutcb on <lie route te Portlandin uln'ec.
tien with <he C. P. R, China boats, wbiie Iwo
susaller boaus will piy between Vancouver anti
points on tne Fraser river. It is nuderstooti
<bat <ho Premier wili ho taken off the Soundi
route owing ta railway connections having been
completeti, anti that, thse Islander being piacetl
on tlie Alska anti Cost. routes, a new steamer
svill ply betiveue Victoria anui Vancouver. Iu-
creased facilîties have been provideti for <ho
coas<ing <rade ln British Columnhia whicli is
rapidly grawving.

I< iii uow pre<ty well aettled that thse hop ie-
dnstry will ba untici talion tbis coming sommuer,
for which this province bas mnany valleys ati-
inirably adapteti. The faut <bat WVashington
territcry alone exporteti $2,500,000 wurth <bis
st acason, anti that <ho principal market la

G;reat Britain, shoulîl be sufficient leducement
for our people ta go boItlly into it.

Owing to the unusual tiemanti for British
Columbia coal in San Francisco, andti ho pro.
tracteti strike at <he Dunsmuir mines, <ho
mines of <ho New Vancouver Coal Co., have
bean doing an eormous business, thse output
reacbing 2500 tees tiaily. It is saiti tijat the
strikes among the. Australian minera having
been aettled that tho Australian ceai will again
<i au American mnarket andti ho price IikeIy
<o go doive.

Real estate in thse cities lias iati no unusual
features of late, but a gooti deal af praperty le
outside tewns. Liverpool, Mission, Vernon,
Steveston, Ceetreville, North Vancouver,
Huetingdon, Nelson, Roveistoko, anti s0

otu - is changing bandis. The warning
wvords of THEii CONDIRRCIL'î editor in regard
to this inattcr have been duly appreciateci by
your readera bore, but there fis a decideti differ-
once botveen niost of the nlo% towns starteti i
British Cohîinihia andi those which woe booined
in Manitoba. %'ll a sinhilar (langer exista,
an fai in firitiali Columnbia moat of these have
by their situation euffielent boue of growing
to ho gond sizeti and prosperous villages andi
towna, and therefore at present pricca inveat-
m<mta smay ho rcgauled asitafe. [owvever, it
is en easy w pass the lirnitof lcgitinmacy that
the rernatka of Tui. COMIERCIAL are most
opportune.

Up in the mining regions, there is every
prospect of great activity îîext silininer, an, much
so, that <bore is ail urgent dcmand for more
rallways. Caro will ho exerci8eti by the legis-
lature, howevcr, that in any charters granted
trade of the interior %% iii not be diverteti into
American channels, as there %vas Rreat dangar
if soute *charters asketi for hati been allowed.
At Nelson, soute of the mines, notahly the
Silver King, are giving evidenco of being extra.
ordsnary rich. Andi the possibilities are that
the Revelatoke Enmelter will have suiflicient ore
to ineit by the opening of navigation on the
Columbia. Unusual attention is being attracteti
to the Okanagon country, a good many settiers
will go in there this aunimer, whcre muchi more
land isl obtainable t1har is generally supposeti.
For gencral farnîing purposes it i8 the best
j9ection of British C,lIumbia.

Polities bore as elaewhere in Canada is en-
gaging attention but net uearly to the saine
degree mi in the eaar. For the fi.-st tinte, liow%-
ever, party lines are beginning to be drawvn,
andi Liberai opposition is developing tea agreater
degree thtan was at ail expecteti, andi in a fcw
years politicai parties wili be juat as decided
ms anywhe.e. This province wvill go Conserva.
tive as nsaa this tinte.

Garne is niuch more plentiful, but salinon
andi other fish is yet scarce.

Current pricee are as foiiows: Meats-Dry
sait, 10e cents : breakfast bacon, l2à cents;
roll bacon. lOï cents. Lard, ln pails, 12 centa;
in tins, 12J cents; in tubs, 1 ]je; Chicago lard,
compoundi, 12c. Stigar-Oranulatei, -.,,: par
lb.; andi yellow 6ac pur lb. New Japanese
rice 5ic per pounti, New Chinebe rice $75 a ton.
Salmnon, sait, $9 per 290 lbs. barrel andi cannied,
$4.50 to E5.50 per case. Slhirts, $26 per ton;
choppeti feeti, $32 te Q36; brant, $2à5; wheat, Q35
to $10. Flour r: Manitoba Patents, Q6.00 ;
Manitoba Bal<er, $5 -55 ; Oregon fleur,
$M tw Z-5.25; Rolied oats Z3.50 per aack;
oatmeai, *3 to e3.50 ; cornmeal, ,$2.50.
0O1 cake, $40 per ton. Potatoes, S22.50
per ton being the usual price paid ; oats $35;
hay $18 per ton. Turnipa and carrots,
$10 ta $12 per ton for commion, andi $15 per ton
for table use; onions, natives, Q4 to $5.
Best pickied eggs, 22c per do?.. Eastern freah
eggs 27, f rcah sanch eggs 30 te 40e per doz.
I3utter-Caoking, 10 to 17 cents per lb.;
dairy, 20 te 23 cents; crearnery, 25 to 28 cents.
OrangeR-Riverside Eeedliogat. $3 <a $3.25 per
box. WVashington navels are quoted at $4.75
andi $5 pet box, and California Beetihinge at from
Z,2.75 to $3.75 per box. Ontario appica are
wortb $1.75 per box, andi Oregon appies, $2.
per box.

CoDservative speakers and writers appear te
place tee much importance upon the loyalty

cry in the liresent politicai contett. To bu
eure in the Unoitedi States the tinrestrict-ed reci-
procity movement is alinos< invariably lookod
upon as mieaning annoxation titt.nntely, aud
one of the lealing journals of <ieo republic bas
deelaroul <bat every veo c.ist for the Liboral
policy ivili r.ount for annexffloft. In Catnda,
lîowever, it ca'înot bc truthfîslly saiui <bat it is
a moveinent for aunxation, tbough it may
appear that Nvay to outsiders. The Conserva-
tive party have by ail addal tho beat of the
argument in the practicat <rade questions je.
voivedi he ho ntest, anri to the more ýnùeper..
dlent electora it nppears :tinnecemry te make
so much of tho sentimental aspect of the case.
If there are annexatiossista in Canada, they lilte
<ainlyw ill be founul with the Liberals in <his
contes<, but there are also many supporters af
the party whose iast tbought would ho annexa.
tion. It doca appear, bowever, that thoro la a
question of honor, if net of loyalty te the
Empire, in the issue. At the present time
Canada ia under the protection of tho British
empire. The Unoitedi States has treateti
us in a very unfrientiiy mianner in the
Behring Sea matter. WVe demandeti pro.
tection from the Empire, aud we reeeived 1<.
The firmn stand of the home governinent pro-
veeted tlie seizure of our ships in Bahring sea
last smmuer, and Great Britain atili atandis le
the breacb rcady te protect our intere3s thia
year. Now it is proposed te admit the pro.
<luets anti manufactures of the U'nited Statea
froc, andi raise thn) duties izpon importa front
Great Britain. Thid is the ouiy possible way
jn whicb the policy of the Liberala ean ho car-
ricti ont, no matter by what name they charac-
terize that policy. WVe propose tw increase the
tax upon the manufactures of <he country which
is defending us, and admit ail imports absolut-
ely free front the country which seized and
confiscatetiour ships. Ie thits fair or honorable?
WVe shoulti at least first relieve Great Britain
front any respousibility of defeedîng ua, hefore
ive attampt te Carry ont surib a policy.

There la another aspect of the unrestricted
reciprocity question which bas eut been taken
iewo account. The home governmeetwotd ho
called upon te ratify any unrestricted recipro-
city treaty be<weer- Canada andi the Unitedi
States, before it coul go into effect. Couid
wve reasionably oxpect tho British goveroment
te ratify such a treaty ? One leading Engljsh
journal bas receetly deciareti that «"Canada vwiit
neyer ha allowved te favor a foreign nation at
the expense of the Mothar country, whiie abe
romains a portion of the Empire." This in
ouly reasonuble. The Rtritish government is at
the present tie withholding its assent from a
treaty arrangeti bet-%vea the United States and-
Newfouedlanti, for the reason it is saiti that
this treaty discrimtinates againit Canada anti
other counitries. This rnay to sorti extont be
taken as a precedeet that a tres4ty discrimninat-
iug le favor of the republic would not bo ra-ti-
ficti ina tho case oi Canada. Supposing tho'
British government would say : - WIe wil
ratify <bis treaty, but ive will place a special
tax upon produets Co'"iiný from Canada, ina
ortier te provide a fondi against expenditure in-
curredl iti maintaining the integrity of the
Dominion." This wouid certainly cause au
outburst o! reaentment in Canada, though thse
proposition woîîld he in kepivg wi<h the poiicy
of thse unre-atricteti rcciprocity party.


