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VaAxcouver, Feb 23,—Duaring the past weck
the weather has stiffened up considerably, and
has been severer than anything oxperienced
this year. Yesterday the sleigh bells were
heard for the first time, and last night was the
coldest of thesenson. The effect of this has
keen perceptible in the stiffening of prices and
the suspension of building operations, and ad-
vances are looked forward to in cggs, potatoes,
hay and oats, tish and vegetables, although any
extended cold weather is not anticipated at
this season, and is so unusual as to be greatly
commented upon. Business is good all round,
consicering that this is invariably the dullest
portion of the year,

bast week Now \Westminster sufiered from a
very disastrous fire, by which the citizens of
that place lost soine $250,000 worth of property,
including the finest block in tho city. The re-
sult has been to inaugurate a policy of strict
fire prevention ang the removal of all explosixes
oucside of tho city limits,

In shipping the week has not been unevent-
ful. The steam ship Parthis left port with over
2000 tons of freight, the ship Spartan arrived
from Manilla with 1000 tons of raw sugar for
the sugar refinery, which is now laigely sup.
plyiog the provincial market, and the steam
ship West India has arrived from Liverpool by
way of the Horn with general merchandise
consigned to Victoria and Vancouver merchauts.
The West [ndia is the pionecer vessel in the
British Columbia and Australia route, and will
ply between Vancouverand Australia. Thereare
two ships in Burrard Inlet loading lumber for
foreign markets, 1t is also announced that the
Union Steamship Co., of Vancouver, will puta
new steamer similar to the steam ship Islander
on the Vancouver-Nanaimo route ard place
the Catch on the route to Portland in connec.
tion with the C. P. R. China boats, while ‘wo
smaller boats will ply between Vancounver and
points on the Fraser river. It is uaderstood
that the Premier will be taken off the Sound
route owing to railway conuections having been
completed, and that, the Islander being placed
vn the Alaska and coast routes, a new steamer
will ply betwesn Victoria and Vaucouver, In.
creased facilities have been provided for the
coasting trade in British Columbia which is
rapidly growing.

It is now pretty well settled that the hop in-
dustry will be undeitaken this coming summer,
for which this province has many valleys ad-
mirably adapted. The fact that Washington
territcry alone exported $2,500,000 worth this
last season, and that the principal market is
Gireat Britain, should be sufficient inducement
for our people to go boldly into it.

Owing to tho unusual demand for British
Columbia coal in San Francisco, and the pro-
tracted strike at the Dunsmuir mines, the
mines of the New Vancouver Coal Co., have
been doing an cnormous business, the output
reaching 2500 tons daily. It is said that the
strikes among the. Australian miners having
heen settled that the Australian coal will again
find an American market and the price likely
to go down,

Real estate in the cities has had no unusual
features of late, but a good deal of property in
outside towns. Liverpool, Mission, Vernon,
Steveston, Centreville, North Vaucouver,
Huntingdon, Nelson, Revelstoke, and so

on —is changing hands. The warning
words of Tug Commsgrcial editor in regard
to this matter have been duly appreciated by
your readers hero, but there is & decided differ-
ence between most of the new towns started in
British Columbia and those which were boomed
in Manitoba, \While a similar danger exists,
so far in Rritish Columbia most of these have
by their situation sufficient hove of growing
to be gond seized and prosperous villages and
towns, and therefore at present prices invest-
ments may be regauled as safe. Mowever, it
is so casy to pass the limit of legitimacy that
the rematka of Tur COMMRRCIAL are most
opportune.

Up in the mining regions, there isevery
prospect of great activity next swmmer, 80 much
so that there is an urgent demand for more
raflways. Care will be exercised by the legis-
lature, however, that in any charters granted
trade of the interior will not be diverted into
American channels, as there was great danger
if some ‘charters asked for had been allowed.
At Nelson, some of the mines, notably the
Silver King, are giving evidence of being extra.
ordinary rich. And the possibilities are that
the Revelstoke smelter will have sufticient ore
to smelt by the opening of navigation on the
Columbia. Unusual attention is being attracted
to the Okanagon country, a good many scttlers
will go in there this summer, where much more
laod is obtainable than is generally supposed.
For general farming purposes it is the best
section of British Columbia.

Politics here as elsewhere in Canada is en-
gaging attention but not nearly to the same
degree as in the east. For the fisst time, how-
ever, party lines are beginning to be drawn,
and Liberal opposition is developing to a greater
degree thun was at all expected, and in a few
years political parties will be just as decided
as anywhese. This province will go Conserva-
tive as usual this time.

Game is much more plentiful, but salinon
aud other fish is yet scarce.

Current prices are as follows: Meats—Dry
salt, 107 cents: breakfast bacon, 12} cents;
roll bacon, 10§ cents. Lard, in pails, 12 cents;
in tins, 12} cents; in tubs, 113¢; Chicago lard,
compound, 12¢. Sugar—Granulated, 7,c per
lb.; and yellow 63c per 1b. New Japanese
rice 5jc per pound, New Chinese rice 875 a ton,
Salmon, salt, §9 per 290 lbs. barrel and canned,
$4.50 to §5.50 per case. Shorts, $26 per ton;
chopped feed, $32 to 836; bran, $25; wheat, 835
to $10. Flour: Manitoba Patents, $£6.00;
Manitoba Bakers, $355; Oregon four,
& to £5.25; Rolled oats £3.50 per sack;
oatmeal, §3 to $3.50; cornmeul, $2.50.
Oil cake, $10 per ton, Potatoes, $22.30
per ton being the usual price paid ; oats §35;
hay $18 per ton. Turnips and carrots,
$10 to $12 per ton for common, and $15 per ton
for table use; onions, natives, §4 to 5.
Best pickled eggs, 22¢ per doz. Eastern fresh
eggs 27, fresk: ranch eggs 30 to 40c per doz.
Butter—Cooking, 10 to 17 cents per Ib.;
dairy, 20 to 23 ceots; creamery, 25 to 98 cents.
Oranges—Riverside seedlings., $3 to £3.25 per
box. Washington navels are quoted at $4.75
and $5 per box, and California seedlings at from
$2.75 to £3.75 per box. Ontario apples are
worth 81.75 per box, and Oregon apples, $2.
per box.
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Conservative speakers and writers appear to

place too much importance upon the loyalty

cry in tha present political contest. To be
sure in the United States the unrestricted reci-
procity movement is almost invariably looked
upon as meaning annosation ultimately, sud
ono of the leading journals of theo republic has
declared that every vote cast for the Liberal
policy will connt for annexation. In Canada,
however, it cannot be truthfully said that it ia
a movement for aonexation, though it may
appear that way to outsidera. The Conserva-
tive party have by all odds tho best of the
argument in the practical trade queations in-
volved in the coatest, and to the more indeper.
dent electors it appears [unnecessary to make
80 much of the sentimental aspect of the case.
If there are annexationists in Canada, they like
tainlyw ill be found with the Liberals in this
contest, but there are also many supporters of
the party whose last thought would be annexa.
tion. It does appear, however, that therois a
question of honor, if not of loyalty to the
Empire, in tho issue. At the present time
Canada is under the protection of the British
emipite. The United States has treated
us in a very uniriendly manner in the
Behring Sea matter. We demanded pro-
tection from the Empire, aud we received it.
The firm stand of the home government pre-
vented the seizure of our ships in Behring sea
last summer, and Great Britain still stands in
tho breach ready to protect our interests this
year. Now it is proposed to admit the pro-
ducte and manufactures of the United States
free, and raise tho duties upon imports from
Great Britain. Thisis the only possible way
in which the policy of the Liberals can be car-
ried out, no matter by what name they charac-
terize that policy. Ve propose to increase the
tax upon the manunfactures of the country which
is defending us, and admit all imports absolut-
ely free from the country which seized and
confiscated our ships. Is thisfair or honorable ?
We should at least first reliove Great Britain
from any respounsibility of defending us, before
we attempt to carry out such a policy.

There is another aspect of the unreatricted
reciprocity question which has nut been taken
into account. The home government would be
called upon to ratify any uarestricted recipro-
city treaty betweer Canada and the United
States, before it could go into effect. Could
wo reasonably expect the British goveroment
to ratify such a treaty? One leading English
journal has recently declared that ‘“Canada will
never be allowed to favor a foreign nation at
the expense of the Mother country, while she
remaing & portion of the Empire.”” This is
ouly rcasonable. The Rritish government is at
the present time withholding its assent from a
treaty arranged between the United States and
Newfoundland, for the reason it is said that
this treaty discriminates against Canada and
other countries. This may to some extent be
taken as a precedent that a treaty discriminat:
ing in favor of the republic would not be rati-
fied iu the case of Capada. Supposing the
British government would say: “We will
ratify this treaty, but we will placo a spocial
tax upon products coming from Canada, in
order to provide a fund agaiast expenditure in-
curred iu maintaining the integrity of the
Dominion.” This would certainly cause an
outburst of resontment 1n Canada, though the

proposition would be in keeping with the policy
of the unrestricted reciprocity party.



