
applatise of applandcd men, the love of the lovelicst women-
ail tiais ivorld, and ail the glory of it, ivere at once offereti to ai
young man to wbom nature hati given violent passions, and whom
education bati neyer taugbt to control them. lie liveti as many
men lis-e wbo have no similar excuses to plead for their fisults.
But bis counrymen andi bis conntrywomen %would love him anti
admire bim. T bey were resolveti to sec in hiq e icesses only the
flash and outbreak of that same fiery mind %vhichi glowed in bis
poetry. Fie attacked religion ; yet in religious circles bis nanie
was men!ioneti witb f"ondness, andi in many religious publications
bis works ivere censureti sitb singular tenderness. He lampoon-
ed the prince regent ; yet he could not alienate the Tories.
Every tbing, it seemed, svas to be forgiven to youth, rank, andi
gen;us.

'Lhen came the reaction. Society, capricious in ils indigna-
tion as it bati been capricions in ils fondness, flew into a rage svith
ils froward anti petted darling,. lie bail been worsbipped with
an irrational idolatry. He svas perseciited with an irrational fu-
ry. Mluci hia% been svritten about those unbappy dowmestic oc-
currences svbici decided the fate of bis Mie. Yet notbing, is, no-
thing ever was pnsitively knosvn to the public, but tbis,--tbat lic
quarrelleti with bis lady, and that she refused to live svith bim.

We know no spectacle so ridiculous as tbe British public in
one of its periodicai fits of morality. In general, elopements, di-
vorces, and family quarrels, pass îvith little notice. We read
the scandai, talk about it for ai day, and forget il. '"ut once in
six or seven years, our virtue becouaies outrigcous. P/e cannot
suifer tbe laivs of«religioau anti decency to be violated. IVe must
inake a stand against vice. %/c must teach libertines, that tbe
Englisb people appreciate the importance of domestic tics. Ac-
cordingly, some unfortunate mari, in no respect more depraved
than bundreds îvbose oirences have been treated with leîaify, is
singied out as an expiatory sacrifice. If be bas chiltiren, tbey
are Io be taken fromn him. If he bas a profession, he is to be
driven fromn il. lie is cut by the bigher orders, ond bisseti by
the lower. Hie is, in trutb, a sort of wbippiDg-boy, by whose va-
carions agronies, MI tbe other transgressors of the same class are,
it ià supposeti, suficiently cbastised. P/e reflect very compla-
cently on onr severity, andi compare with great pride the high
standard ofmorals establi.î4hed irn Eniglant, with tbe Parisian laxi-
ty. At length our anger is satiated. Our victim, is ruined and
heart-broken. Anti our virtue gnes quietly to sleep for seven
years more.

It is clear tbat tbose vices svbich lestroy domestic bappiness,,
ougbt to be as mucb as possible a-epressed. It Is eqnally clear
that they cannot be represseti by penal legisiation. it is there-
fore riglit andi desirable that public opinion shoulti be directeti &-
gainst tbemu. But it shoulti be directeti against tbem uniformly,
bteadily, and temperateiy, not by suddcn fits and starts. There
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