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to believe that whenever the want of~ notice is set Up by a cor-
poration, a diahonest act je being perpetrated.on its behalf.

This, we think, is an uufortunate state of thinge, beeause it
ix on ,nputation of dishoneaty against the agenta of a corpora-
tion in setting Up such a defence, as weil as apaiZ1St the legis-
lature of the province whieh tenables stioh defenees to be raised.

WIFE'S RIGHI' TO INDEPENDENT ADVICL'.

COX V. ADý'ýMS--STUAP.T v, BANK 0p MONTREAL.

Four years ago legal and fina-- ,ial eircles in this province
%voe somewhat distiirbe.4 by the jutigý.ient of the Supreme Court
iii Co.c v. À.3ams, 35 S.C.R. 393, in which the xnajority of that
colrt, over-ruling a decision of the Chief Justice of the King's
H3onch which had been affirmed by the unanimous judgment of
hle fifl Bench of the Court of Appeal, relieved a wife from
imbility on a note signed by hier as security for lier husband on

t1w ground, as stated in the heaè-note of the case, that she was
.îlbject to infltience" by her hitsband "a~nd entitled to inde-

pendent advice." There is no doubt that this decision, to quote
'nt tuxpression us,ýd by the trial judge, "added new terrors to the

emutof the banking business," but bankers were reminded
1)Y Mr. Justice Girouard in hie learned and elaborate judgment
1 int it was no part of the iourt's duty " to find out wlbat would beý
1 lie most benefleial. to banka and moncy-lenders, " and that "the
salue banka which deal. in Ointario find it profitable to have ofiles
i ii the Province of Quebec wherte the lR w le fur more sweeping. "

Tt le, of course, well known with what stringent and far-
reaching safeguards the law of Quebee hms protected the pro-
j>erty of married women, but there ean be no doubt that mucli
,iurprise wae feit by lawyers in this province at a decision which
sieernied to deprive a wife of no smail portion of that freedom of
vantraet which she ie supposed te have acquired by legislative
'maetment. A careful perusal of the rnajority ju;dgnei:ts, how-
'ver, led soine to doubt whether aftet ail they went so far' as to


