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These facts.and considéritions will enable us
{n estimate aright the important position \\"hich
is occupied, by the Sovereign of Great Brituin,
under Parlitimentuy Government,

M, Todd proceeds to narrate the intro-
duction into Canada of Parliamentary Gov-
ernment, giving the views of the Earl of
Blgin, the greal ' statesman who reaily
established that system on its sound consti.
vitional basis.
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In conclusion,; it muy not be out of place to
yemind those who peruse these pages, that the
authority which is herein vindicuted, is thut of
the ancient Monarchy of Englund; not as it
used to be exercised of old, by Sovereigns who

claimed to-be above the law, and for wlose

anctiens no one was directly accountable to Par-
liament ; but as ‘it has been regulated and de-
fined by those constitutional safeguards under
which the liberties of: the English people were
secured, at the Revolution of 1688.. That Revo-

Jution was no uprising of the democracy, to

destroy - existing institutions; it was a legal
settlement of velative powers in the State, which
Lestowed . upon the nation the  inestimable
advantages of’ a Monarchy, combined with the
freedom,- elasticity and . responsibility,  which
appertain to a Parliamentary Government.
Wherever Englishmen. colonise, it is said that
they cnrry with them the politieal institutions
which nre their birtwight at home,  And in
conferring upon her “Colonies Responsible’
Govermment, it has been the aim of the Mother
Country to secure to. them the. stability, im-
partindity, - and intelligent supervision: of" a
Governor, responsible only to the Crown, in co-
operation with an Administration responsible

_to the people, through their representatives.

~ Lord Elgin; in his private correspondence
from which 1 have already yunoted, contends
carnestly for the superiority of British. institu-
tions, over those.of the United States; beennsc
of the indispensable advantages which accrue
from the monarchical element in our c¢onstitu-
tional system ; und the useful purposes served
by the Crown, ‘notwithstanding its limited and
wuobtrusive funciions. And he insists that
“the ‘executive nnd legislative depariments of
the State could not be made to work together,
with a sufficient degree of harmony to give the
waximum of strength and of mutual interdepen-
dence; to secure freedom and the rights of mi-
norites, except under the presidency of Monar-
c¢hy ;-the moral influence of whiclt, so long as a
nation is wonarchical in its sentiments, canuot
o’ conrse be measured merely by its recognized
yiower.”* '

As the Tmperinl. Executive gradually with-
draws from interference “in  colonial affairs,
# the oftice of Governor tends to become,—in the
most' empbatic seuse of the term,—the link
which councets the Mother Country and the
colony; and Ins influence the' means by which
harmony of action between the local and im-
perinl auihorities is to be preserved.” . ¥rom bis
independent and impartial position, the opinion
ol & Governor must needs have ‘¢ great weight
in the Coloninl Councils; while he is frec to con-

« stitute himgelf; inan esreciul manner, the patron

ot those larger and higher interests,—~as, of edu-
ention, tnd of moral and material. progress, i
all its branches—which, unlike the coutests of
party, nnite instend of’ dividing the members of
the body politie.” 1 i

These wise words, which so admirably express
the emivent services, ‘to the state and to the
people,: which. o Constitutional - Governor is
enpable of rendering, form the closing sentences
of \he'last oflicinl despateh. which Lord Blgin
wrote, onrelinguishing the government of Can-
adu; they were dated from Quebec; on Deceni-
ber 18, 1854. - - , E :

To the same- effect, we' are reminded by the
Duke of Argyll, that the nomination of Gov-
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eruorsiis aimost the Sole remaining bond of
connection between the Mother Gountry. and
colonies possessitig. parlinmentary institutions;
angd that this tie is retitined solely in the inte-
rests of the Colonies themselves. - Itsaves them
from the evils. of Presidentinl Blections, and
places over them #° Governor who is above all
party contests, and who represents the dignity
and impartinlity of thé British Crown.* o

Bvery true patriot, every triend of British
connection, and every loyal subject of the
Queen, should then cherish, respect, nud nphold,
the oflicé of a Coustitutional Governor, aid
abstain from all Atlempts toinvolve the Crown,
in the person of its Representative, ina partici-
pdion’ing the strugeles of party warfure. A
Governor should never be held sccountable,
within the spheve of his gaverntent, for the
policy or conduct of public affairs; so long as
he can find Ministers who are ready 10 a-sume
responsibility for the sime, 1o the locil legisla-
ture, His personal responsibility is due only to
the supreme power, from whenee his authority
is derived.

We do. not discover throughout the
pamphlet a single opinion from which
we dissent, or which conflicts with what
we have written with reference to the
late crisis in Quebee. We would spe-
cially call attention to tho“liberty to share
in the initiation as well as in the matur-
ing of public measures,” to the statement
that ““in & modified but most real sense
the Lieutenant-Governors of the Canadian
Provinces ave vepresentatives of the
Crown” and, with reference to the state-
ment that the submission to the Lieut-
enant-Governor is a mere forut, 16 his 4th
and 5th “leading jninciples,” deduced
from  the *authoritative  documents »
which it is quite out of our power to
notice, although the Ausiralian case en-
ables us 1o judge of the view which will
e taken’in England by statesmen of all
parties on our late crisis. In Canada it is
ol course impossible to obtain an impar-
tial opinion from party politicians. - What-
ever they may think, the Conserviitive
partky must stand by the ex-ministers,
even though theilr conduct in -jgnoring
tlie constitutional position of the Licu-
tenant-Governor was the very reverse of
trnie Conservatism,
case Mr. Cardwell dismissed Governor Sir
Charles Darling for adliering to a ministry
supported by the Commons; and in a
debate in the Lords on that case “leading
¢ statesmen on both sides of the House
¥ adverted - to the constitutional position
# of a Colonial Governor, and’ to his duty
“{o protect the Crown, if need be, against
“the piroposals of his Ministers.” of
course lie may be unable, unsupported
by the people; alter a dissolution to, efféct
his object, but, in that case, as the action
of the Crown is presumed to be intended
for the benefit of the people, they will
themselves be responsible for not sustain:
ing the policy of thosé sélected by the

Crown s its advisers. The great mistake :
into which the ex-minjsters and’ theiy

© * Uaus. Deb vol, 101, p, 2001,

In the Australian.

“been consulte

supporters. have: fallen is:that they have
forgotten altogether or ignored the fact
that under the British Constitution there
are -three distinct -estaies ; in the United
Kingdom, King or Queen, TLords and
Commons ; in the Dominion, Governor

“General, Senate and Commons; in the

Province of Quebec, Licutenant-Governor,
Legislative Council aud Assembly. The
Executive Council or Ministry is virtually
a commitiee of the council and assembly,
not to govern according to its will, but to
confer with ihe Lieutenant-Governor or
third estale, and to endeavor to maintain
hammony between ib and the Commons,
which estate the ministry specially repre-
sents. It is certainly a remarkable cir-
cumstance that the class ol politicians
styling themselves Conservative should he
the party to endeavor to reduce the mon-
archieal element of our mixed constitu-
tion towhatl Lord Elgin Levmed “anéant
of mock sovereignty,” on the protext
that, becanse: the Lieutenant-Governor is’

not appointed direct by the Crown le :

cannot exercise any of the Royal preroga-
tives, although expressly empowered to

do so by an act of the Imperial Parlinment,

The old cry half a century ago was for a

Consitution, * the very jmage and trans-
The re-

cript of that of Great Britain.”
formers’ of those days insisted on having

“the political institations which are their *

birthright at home.”” They would have

o “ multilated Constitution ;7 and it will -
be strange indeed il the paity which in ~

old days prided itself on assisting the Gov-
ernors {o override 'the Commnons should
in' the present day - support the claini of a
committee of the Legislature to treat the

Tieutenani-Goveinor as “ a néant of mock .
sovereignty.” Mr. Todd’s valuable work -

will tend to prevent future complicatioiis
such as we have had to deplore; and, if

the party politicians were wise; they would
abandon their abstird cry of a violation of .
the - Constitution and their abuge of tlie'

Lieutenant-Governor, and consider the.

pelitical questions at issue on their merits.

Since writing the forégoing we hiwe veud

" with great attention Mr. Kerr's speach on

the Constitutional question. : The spedker

has carefully avoided the cause of the dis-

duction” of 'a bill info. the Legislature,

avowedly with the sanction of the Lieut. +
on. hich be hdd iiot
. ‘The defenders of the ex-

enant-Goverror;

ministers” havé admitted -
thority, Bub they have not pub)
portions. of -his. pamphlét; ih which 'h

Tadd’s i

cleaily vécognizes ' not only the 1ight of

- missal of the ex-ministers, vis.: their intro:

ished those .

the Lieutenant-Governor: to': dismiss “Hi§ -

inistérs, but his right 1o dnitiafe meas

sures if he should, see fit,, Mr. Kerr, in




