
THE GRIEAT QIL SCRAMBLE

There is a narrow basin along the
St. Lawrence valley that is likely to
yield considerable oil, aithougli the
area is flot large. In New Brunswick
and Nokva Scotia people have been in-
terested in ol production for more
than sixty years, aithougli competition
with the adjacent states lias been
pretty stiff and lias discouraged de-
velopment. In 1900 the New Bruns-
wick Petroleum Company drilled
seventy w ells in the soutlieastern part
of New Brunswick and obtained a
small flow, but more important are
lbelieved to be the oil shale deposits
ini Albert county whicli may become
of immense value wlien >modern
metliods of distillation render the re-
covery, of shale by-products commer-
cially possible.

It is in the western provinces, how-
ever, that Canada seems destined to
find her fortune in oil. Not muci lias
heen done, comparatively speaking, in
the way of oil prospecting in these
western provinces, but enougi lias
been donc to give us a clieering eut-
look. Attention li the past lias been
divided rnaixly between the possibil-
ity of commercial development of the
bituminons sands exposed on the
Athabaska River, coxumonily kniwn as
«tam sands", and tlie searcli for pe-
troleum in the v'ast stretelies of tlie
Mackenzie River- basin, nomtli and
south of Edmonton, in Ilortliern cen-

umated almost tlirougli witli leavy
asphaltie oil. The Athabaska valleY
lias eut its way tlirougli this deposit,
so that it is exposed in tlie cliffs and
bluffs on botli sides of the river for
adistance of a liundmed or more miles.

It is, in fact, the lamgest natural ex-
posu.re of oil in the world. Some ex-
perts maintain that this sand extends
over an area of 15,000 miles. It con-
tains fifteen per cent. of bitumen, an4
wlien heated it yields fifteen to
twenty-five imperial gallons of oil ýto
the ton. The experts, basing their cal-
culations on the supposition that tlie
average thickness of the deposit is
flfty feet and tlie average yicld ten
gallons a ton, compute the oul content
of this field at 300,000,000,,000 barrels
of oil. This is an enorinous quantity
-600 tîmes thie wold's annual pro-
duction.

Wiell, how can we get at this tre-
mendous oil meserve, and wliat could
we do witli it? Leaving ont of con-
sidlemation the possihilities of mefining,
it lias been'pmoved that the crude ma&-
terial may be used as an excellent
road surface. It lias been tried witli
success in Edmonton. At the present
time Canada imports ail aiplialtie
matemials used fromn foreign couix-
tries. Tlie Athabaska valley pre-
sents to ns the largest known deposit
of solid asphaltie material in the
world. Freiglit rates will probably
determj.ne the imltimate sucess or faii-
ume of tliis great potential indnstry.


