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Seneca lived about the commencement of the vulgar era. He wrote 

tragedies, and in one of them occurs this passage i—“ The time will 
come when thé ocean will loosen the chains of nature, and we shall 
behold a vast country. A new Typhia shall discover new worlds : 
Thule shall no longer be considered the last country of the known 
world.”

- 1 CHAPTER II.
J

OF MODERN THEORISTS UPON THE PEOPLING OP AMESICA.

Herrera argues that the new world could not have been known to 
the ancients, and that what Senôca has said was not tnie. For that 
God had kept it hid from the old world, giving them no certain know
ledge of k ; and that, in the secresy and1 incomprehensibility of his 
providence, he has been pleased to give it to the Castilian nation. 
That Seneca’s prediction (if so it may be considered) was a false one, 
because ho said that a new world would be discovered in the-north, 
and that it was found m the west. Herrera wrote about 1008, before 
which time little knowledge was obtained of North America.

Thomas Morton, who came to New England in 1688, published in 
1687 an account of its natural history, with much other curious matter. 
In speaking upon the peopling of America, he thinks it altogether out 
of the question to suppose that it was peopled by the Tartars from the 
north, because M a people, once settled, must be removed by compul
sion, or else tempted thereunto In hopes of bettor fortunes, upon com
mendations of the place unto which they should be drawn to remove. 
And if it may be thought that them people came over the frozen see, 
then would k be by compulsion. If so, then by whom, or when 7 
Or what part of this main continent may be thought to border upon 
the country of the Tartars ? It is yet unknown ; and k is not likely 
that a people *ell enough at earn will, of their own accord, andwtate


