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ernment bridges would not last more
than 25 years.

In making these statements Mr. Em-
merson reflects on his predecessor,
Hon. Mr. Ryan, who accepted and
commended the bridges built in his

time by tender and contract. He con-
demns his own engineers and inspec-
tors who were satisfied with the work.
He condemns himself for taking
tender and contract bridges off the
hands of thi contra :;tor as satisfactory.

He c-3ntradict3 statements made by
prc'Vincial ministers in the house and
the country. Moreover when he de-

clares that the tender and contract
bridges were all built on the plans
furnished by the contractors he makes
a statement contradicted by at least

one ol! the bridge builders.

MR, EMMERSON CONTRADICTED.
After Mr. Emraerson had made his

speech in Hartland, referring to the
tender and contract bridges, an en-
quiry was addressed to the Dominion
Bridge Company, which furnished
some of the bridges built in this prov-
ince before the two price system was
introduced.
The Dominion Bridge Company was

asked whether it was true that they
built bridges according to their own
1 lans and Biieclflcaitlons,and whether it

was true that they did not do the work
to the satisfaction of the government.
The manager of the Dominion Bridge
Company replies as follows:

THE BRIDO.E CO\; PANT'S STATE-
MENT.

De«r Sir,—Yojr letlrr cf Sept. 29th

and cr.\iy of Sun, Issut* of Sijit. 28th.

hav'? been duly rtH^elvil. I noVj wiih
much surprisj Mr. Kmniirson's reiort-

ed »'eni.'irks abuut ufpfr iir.)Vln<;c-

brldpe hulld'is, and bavo to say that

so far iV^ this ^onipntiy i.i c oiv orn-

d

tl.eie id t >> ritundiiitioii \vl>:ilc\or fur

his Stateiiitnt that tho l)tii1p-(f> built for

the proviiKo hive not bo^c n fuLy in ac-

cordance with the iiliiiiB and Bpodiica-

tlons of tlu> ontiiK t.s'. V»o hiivc built

for the province only thiiL' InidBie—
Salisbury bridge, contr.iet datetl Aug.
8, 1892, signed by P. (1. Ryan, chief

conuuissioner; Trout Creek brlilgp,

toiitriut datol Auk. 12, 1S92, .oiun'Hl by
P. G. Ryan, chief ( omniisvlonor; an 1

St. George biidK.', cimtrnct dntt'd Sept.

1, 1893. BlRned by H. R EiiitnctB m,

chJot cx>niMii3sioner. 'Hit' wrier d mh
not recall any unfavorable rrllUisMi

li. ronr.octl in with dfhtr of tho««e

work)), and lias today exaniin(d ull

correspondence with Mr. Emmerson in

cur files and finds no refeience to any
faulty construotlon of St. George
ti4dge, the only stricture we have
budlt for the province under his sup-
ervision. This bridge was erected in

December, when the field painting
could net be done, and it was in this

respect only completed the following
summer.

NO CAUSE FOR DISSATISFACTION
The tv-o earlier bridgea were built

to our own plans, prepared in accord-

ance with specifications-, issued by the

fhief commissioner; for the St. George
bridge the chief commlfs'loner furn-

islied both plans and full specifica-

tions, which were made the basis for

tender and r.ontraxt, and had the

brlcge not bten fully in accordance
therewith, it should not have been ac-

cepted or paid for. We are not aware
that Mr. Emmerson has the slightest

cause for dissatisfaction with this

ccmp.iny or its work done for the

irovtnce, and supposed the only

nason we have not "been allowed to

tender the past four years to be that It

v.-t-s tho aeittled policy cf the govern-

ment to hava its brldgts manufactur-
ed within the province, regardless of

cost.

Tours very truly,

PHELPd JOHNSON.
-^ Manager Dominion Biidge

Co'y, Ltd.

WHAT THIS LETTER PROVES.

It proves that Mr. Emmerson accept-

ed the tender and contract bridges as

satisfactory. It also proves that Mr.
Emmerson himself furnished plans and
specifications for the last tender and
contract bridge. The understanding of

the Dominion Bridge Co. manager that

l'<. ,\:is m t .illT.voJ to teindor for more
l>!-i.U»'S lunuis:' .)f tile determination

of the government to have the work
done at home irrespective of cost is

partly correct. The government's de-

termination was evidently to have the

work done by particular persons at

home irrespective of cost. Not only

was the work confined to this prov-

ince, but to special Individuals In this

province. The competition has never

been thrown open even in Kow Brun*
swiik If It li;i 1 l»fr'n tli«' two price

system would soon have disappeared.

The bridge builders whom Mr. Em-
merson condemn are bridge builders

for the Intercolonial railway. Tney
built the bridges for the Drunimond


