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couches^ returned in procession by the same route,

and in the same order as they had proceeded, only

the bands struck up lively airs, and the singers

chanted hymns of rejoicing and hallelujahs. In-

stead of walking at a slow pace, likewise, they

stepped out almost in a sort of dance, and reach-

ing the door of the great church, they there sepa-

rated, each party hastening to its own house to

celebrate mass.

Into one or two of the convent chapels I like-

wise entered, and was present during the perform-

ance of their very striking service. I found them

ornamented in the most magnificent manner. The

rafters of many being gilded over, and all the win-

dows crowded with stained glass. Of pictures,

and what struckme as something better than mere

daubs, there were also great numbers. In a word,

it seemed as if I had reached the heart and capi-

tal of Roman Catholic splendour. Nothing that

I had beheld in the mother country could at all

compare with what was now before me, and I

returned in the evening to my ship, not indeed a

convert to the principles of that religion, but de-

cidedly astonished and confounded at the solemn

magnificence of its ceremonies.


