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tho' under our very nofes, and when we had not near Co

many difficulties to encounter as the French will have.

And, during all this time, I fhould be glad to know

what we (hould be doing ; I have confidered the oppo-

fition no more than could be expetSled in profound

peace, from the garrifons of thofc places alone : but

would not the Indians our allies, or the forces raifed by

the colonies, be able to flop the enemies progrefs, to

repel them, and carry the war into the very heart of

Canada without any affiftance from the mother country I

Is there likewife the leaft profpedt of the French get-

ting pofTeflion of the Lakes ? How could they come

near Detroit [and MifHlimakinac, more efpecially with

a force to attack them ? Could they get to them any

otherwife than by navigating Lake Ontario, and from

thence into Lake Erie, after taking thofe forts I have

before mentioned ? and, even after this is done, would

not the two forts at Detroit and Miffilimakinac, be

fufficiently protected by our people from Louifiana ?

Thus I think, Sir, I have fully anfwered the gentle-

man's queftion with refpe6t to an invafion from Canada 5

and therefore the confequences he draws from that opi-

nion muil ceafe, I own, if we make this barrier in

North-America, I am '* fo weak to be believe that they

** will lay afide" their " plan of ufurpation." I dare

lay they will not think of " elbowing all our colonies

*' round about; I dare fay they will not think " of

<« refuming the fame ambitions views of enlargement,

'« which the moft facred ties of former treaties could not

*f- reftrain*." I have thefe eflential reafons fof believing
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