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Chap. XXXlV.

Conta'w'wg an Account of Sir Thomas Hardy's Proceed-

ings off of Dunkirk, and in the Soundings j as al/o of

the delivering up of Dunkirk when Sir John Leake
commanded the Heet.
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LEaving AfTairs in remote Parts for fbme time, I proceed to give

an Account of what was done at home. Sir Thomas Hardyy

Rijr- Admiral of the Blue, being appointed to command a Squadron

of Ships to oblerve the Motions of thofe of the Enemy at 'Dun-

khky he hoifted his Flag the id oi May on board the Canterbury^

a Ship of 64 Guns, end having examined the Mafter of a Prize be-

longing to the aforefaid Port, he was informed by him that there had

failed thence within ten Days eight Privateers, one of z8, one of
z6, and one of 10 Guns, and another of 6, the other four open
Boats, and that as eight more were fitting*out from 30 to 10, fo

were the Carpenters at work in making the Grafton, (a Ship of 70
Guns taken from us) and four others ready for the Sea.

The zift of May he failed from the i)ownst and came off of
Dunkirk with four Fourth Rates, two Fifths, and two of the Sixth,

when fending in three of the faid Ships to Flemijh Road, they for-

ced into the Port two Privateers of about 20 Guns each, and a

Dogger which carried 8 , while the Enemy fired at them from the

Platforms at the Peer-heads. He dil'covercd fix Ships in the Bajln,

four of which were of about fo or 60 Guns, and the other two fmall

ones, all unrigg'd ; thirty VefTels were in the Peer not ready for the

Sea, and he was informed that Captain Saus was fitting out a Ship

of 50 Guns, with three Privateers of 14, i6, and i8, fo as to be

ready to lail in fourteen Days.

Having farther Advice the i8th of their Naval Preparations at

*Dunkirky he took care to keep good looking out with three Ships

he had with him, the others being then ab^nt, but three of them
came in the ift oi June from cruifing, having taken eight fmall

Prizes, which were not worth the Charge of condemning ; and loon

after he received Orders to permit the Subjedts of Trujjia to trade

to France without Molcftation.

The nth oi May he had with him in tJie Downs one Ship of

the Third Rate, four of the Fourth, one of the Fifth, one Sixth,

and a Sloop ; and receiving Advice that the Rubyy of yo Guns, for-

merly taken from us, was coming from Morlaix, in Bretagne, to

Calais, and'Dnnkirk, with five other loaden Ships of about zo

Guns each, he appointed iomc of his Squadron to cruifc for them

on the French Coaft, but they had not the good Fortune to meet

with them.
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