
while in t)i« luttur it in an ovor viiryin^'

cbangt?, II picturtt of bniiuin life, lit cadi nta

tiou Bomo ditiuppcnriii^', in ho tar <ih yon aro

concttrofd, for nil tinio, wliilo otluiH unlxiik

OD thu Jonrnoy to ditxippiar iifi;!UD in lluir

turn. Tiiu paHHongofH iu tlio Hg^ituati! on a

railway train arc not a niatfci of inncli ac-

count to tliH individual panm'n^cr

;

while on board a Hiiip a liuinan

bop: in petti«:oatH or brccciieH can

malie a whole Mbip'ii pawm ng' rri niii^cralilc,

until in very dcHpcralioii tiny turn upon tlic

animal and cruHb it. But raiiw>iy trrivcll.n^;

oweH much of itn cotulort to the factor <>!'

coiupaniontihip 1 wati fortunate in tliis

respect. My tiret wan a Chicago Canadian,

and that Ih saying a ^ood deal for bioi, tor

Canada lias no reason to I>1ukIi for the ncoid
which her sons are making iu tliu great cen-

tre of commerce and vice. 111! was an old

Hhip'd companion, who liad nbared

with me the discomforts of that

wretched fourteen days' voyage in the

City of London, wliich followed inimi'diately

upon that iu which the ill fated "• City of

Boston" BO mysteriously disaipeared. After

recalling the incidents of the voyage for a

while, we lapsed into a conversation on the

country and its prospects. My Irieud is an
intense weetern man. Witli that entliu-

siasm, which is at once the cause and con-

sequence of western development, ho argues

every question from the standpoint of tlie

great west. " 'I'here is a levelling process

going on," said he, as he looked out upon the

mngniticent tields, giving evidence of the

abundant harvest they bad or were yielding,

and the comfortable homesteads and out-

buildings which showed forth the thrift of the

husbandman. " There is a levelling process

going on, not only here but all over the con-
tinent, and even in Europe. Their farmers

can't maintain the high price ot their lands

which is the measure of their wealth, in

presence of events in the Great West, fhey
hold their lands at from seventy-tive to a

hundred and fifty or two hundred dollars an
acre. But that can't last. Who will

pay that, when with the price of a
good »v/,nd garden patch be can have his

pick of a farm in the Western territories or

Manitoba." "The increasing facilitit s of trans,

portation," he continued, " arc) removing
the objections of distance, and the cost is

infinitely more than made up by the greater

productiveness, and the superior quality of

the production in the Western Country, and
depend upon it, it is a case of there we go

up, up, up, and here, and in Kurope, we go
<I()wn, down, down " That n the Wcstt ru

idea in a nutHlicIl, aid any one
can Judge for hitusilf how mm li there is in

it. Of course it will be renieinliered that

coming fn>m Chicago, my friend takes wlieat

as the basis of all argument iu reflation to

tlio value of land. If be could get rid ot

this idea—to a 'Jiiicagoan an impossibility

—

lie niight, perhaps, modilj' somewhat bin

opini.in as to tlie inevitable (K'a<lcnce of thi

eastern farmer.

At Toronto, 1 fell in with a couple of gen-

tleman wliose destination wan Manitoba ; one
was a Will-known Nova Scotiun,— a man
who adds to a strong vigorous ability in

pub'i<: matters, a fund of aut^cdote, and
a lamiiiaritv with the poets, whom lie quoter*

at will without tlitt sliglitesl allection or

pedantry, and tiit^ oth> r a young Canadiiu
who has recently passed creditable examin-
tioiis in Euroiiuan s( liools of mines. I was
g!a.l to meet thi;in ; and have hail st"!

greater reason for ^atisfacti(«n, as tlio inci-

(lent.s of the journey li ive developed. This
morning, on nearing St. I'aul, 1 asked the

slecj.iug car porter at what time the train i)y

the St i'aul & I'acitic; left for St. Vincent.
" Seven twenty," he replied, sententiously.

How far is the station from tliul

at which wo stop " Two squares,''

and the porter having thus reiieveil

himself of what turned out not to bo very

valuable information went on with his work,

putting up the berths. I'n sently the inevi-

table baggage porter came along. " Want
any baggage checked for hotels or any part

of the city?" " At what hour does the train

ou the St. Paul and PaciTuj start for St. Vin-

cent?' I enquired. "To-morrow night Mt

five o'clock ; any baggage to check ?" " But
I mean the first train." "That's the tirst

train ; only one train a day, every evening at

five o'clock, except Saturday. No train leaves

on Saturday." Here was a pleasant surprise

for us ! We were due in Winnipeg on Sun-
day morning, according to the general state-

ment, three << >ys and a half from Montreal

to Manitoba, and here was a thirty-six hours'

detention I We made the best of it, however
;

got breakfast at the Merchants' Hotel, did

the city in the morning, ami came on to this

more important point—as the Minneapolins

call it—by the noon train.

Minneapolis is a very flourishing city, with

all the evidences of commercial activity and
of increasing individual wealth. It is the

centre of the saw mill and flour mill interest
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