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Tue Army recrossed to Detroit. Expedition to Succor the Supply-train. Colonel Miller and his Men.

llAKKAüKH AT BANDWIOH.

valescents were placed, and Denny was ordered to defend the post to the last ex­
tremity against musketry, but to leave it in the event of artillery being brought 
against it so powerfully as to make it untenable.1

Sullenly that humiliated army obeyed their overcautious commander, and during 
• August, the night of the 7th and morning of the 8tha they crossed the deep, dark,

1K 2' rapidly-flowing river in sadness, and encamped upon the rolling plain be­
hind Fort Detroit. Hull’s reason for this mortifying termination of his invasion of 
Canada was the receipt of intelligence, as we have observed, that General Brock was 
hasting toward Amherstburg with re-enforcements, and the necessity of securing a 
permanent communication between his army and the sources of its supplies in the 
Ohio settlements, lie accordingly dispatched six hundred men, under Lieutenant 
Colonel James Miller, on the- afternoon of the 8th, to open a communication with the 
Raisin and escort Brush to Detroit. The detachment consisted of the Fourth Regi­
ment of regulars ; two small corps of the First Regiment, under Lieutenant Dixon 
Stansbury and Ensign Robert A. M‘Cabe; detachments from the Ohio and Michigan 
volunteers—the latter, sixty in number, from the “Michigan Legion,”2 mostly French, 
under Captain Antoine Doquindre; a corps of Captain Dyson’s artillerists, then sta­
tioned at the fort with a six-pounder, under Lieutenant John L. Eastman (who was 
Miller’s brigade major on this occasion), and a howitzer, under Lieutenant James 
Daliba ; and a part of Captains Smith and Sloan’s cavalry, under the latter. Majors 
Van Horne and Morrison were associated with Lieutenant Colonel Miller as field 
officers. “ Commodore” Brevoort, who was a captain of infantry, and appointed com­
mander of any government vessels that might be placed on the lakes, and Captain 
A. F. Hull, the general’s son, who was afterward killed at the Battle of Niagara Falls, 
volunteered as aids to Lieutenant Colonel Miller.3

The troops paraded on the north side of Jefferson Avenue, in Detroit, nearly op­
posite where the Exchange now stands. When placed in marching order, Lieuten­
ant Colonel Miller rode up in front of them, and in his clear, loud voice, said to the 
volunteers and militia, “Soldiers, we are now going to meet the enemy, and to beat 
them. The reverse of the 5th (Van Horne’s) must be repaired. The blood of our 
brethren, spilt by the savages, must be avenged. I shall lead you. You shall not 
disgrace yourselves nor me. Every man who shall leave the ranks or fall back with­
out orders will be instantly put to death. I charge the officers to execute this or­
der.” Then, turning to the veteran Fourth Regiment of regulars, he said, “ My 
brave soldiers, you will add another victory to that of Tippecanoe—another laurel to 
that gained on the Wabash last fall. If there is now any man in the ranks of the 
detachment who fears to meet the enemy, let him fall out and stay behind.” A loud
wich side of the river is seeu toward the right of the position. The British picketed this building, and used it for bar­
racks in 1813. 1 M'Afee, page 77.

3 This “Legion” had been organized during the winter of 1811-'12, as a home guard against the Indians, who were 
then menacing the Michigan settlers. They were mustered into the volunteer service under the act of February C, lbl2. 
The “ Legion" was composed of one company of dragoons, commanded by Captain Richard Smythe, and three compa­
nies of infantry, commanded respectively by Captains Antoine Dequindre, Stephen Mack, and Hubert la Croix.

3 Hull's letter to the Secretary of War, August 13,1812; Judge Withered's paper on the Battle of Monguagen, read 
before the Michigan Historical Society in the spring of 1869.
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