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te railways because they were to the gen.. g
erai advantage of Canada, and we found out n
afterwards by the Bill brought down. that f~
it guaranteed subsidies of $3,200 a mile to o
roads in the province of Quebec, aggregat- n
ing.soins $15,000,000. Apparently, hist>ry C
is now repeating itsel f, and this, belted b
knight i. able to organize his forceî and b
compel this Government to purchase a d
rond, which the people of Canada. I be-
lieve, will, consider an extrava-ance. In i
a debate Home days ago in the House of
Commons a very strong speecht was de- t
livered by a very able man, Mr. Bennett
of Calgary, who 'ha& studied tiius questione
of rsilways, in which. he Eu-g!gested that
Canada should scrap about 2,000 miles of
the present railways, that they shoid nût
operate thora at ail, but pull up the, rails
and leave them. Bo 1 think the rond it is
proposed at present te purchase should 'be
scrapped. In fact it isscrapped at the present
turne. I amn credibly informed that nothing
bas been done on the bulk of the road for
four years. This turne of stress is a poor occa-
sion to revive an old road on which nothmng
ha. been done for four years. We are in-
formed that some 70,000 people wiIl be
interested lu the construction of that rail-
road 'outaide the city of Quebec. I have
no f ault to find with the hon. member frorn
Quebec who thinks that railroad is an ad-
vantage to Quebec and to Canada. 1 subinit
this is not the proper turne to do it. Coming
from the West, I have neyer objectsd to
money being spent to open up the province
or help the city of Quebec, but if the Gov-
ernment have $4,000,000 to expend at the
present turne they should use it in another
wsy, which I think would b. more ad-
vantage te Quebec and te Canada. 1 refer to
the conipletion of th-eir terminais in connec-
tion with the Transcontinental in Quebee.
Thoy have no completed terminais at the
present tins. If they would undertake to
assist the Grand Trunk Pacific sud Trans-
continental in building' terminais in Que-
bec, in erecting elevators te afford accom-

modation for traflo, t.hey would be less open

to criticisin. As f ar *as the West i. con-

cerned, there is no suggestion o! scrapping
any raiiwaye there. People taik about extra
railways,-railways that have been buiît

and are of no use--but that talk dos not
apply to the Northwest. I venture te say

that there ir, about one -hundred million
bushels o! lait year's crop stili to be re-
moved out of the West, sud the wheels of
ai our rolling stock wiil be kept moving to

et last year's crop out by the turne the
ext crop is harvested. There is no reason
or saying that the construction of railway 's
ut West has been in advance of the de-
îand. In the early days of legisiation the
~overnment were brave and bold enough to
ring down legisiation comparatively early,
iut now they bring down a Bill of this
eéription at the last hour of the session
lien thore is no turne to discuss it properly.
say there is no occasion for it. The

eople i the country who are paying the
axes for the purpose of providing for the
rosecution of this war, will call the Gov-
mrment to account for this extravagant

)iece of legisîstion brought here in the
img houre of the session, to please their

poiitical friends who demand this assist-
ance.

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-It seems to me the
bon. gentleman froin Portage la Prairie is
a littie late in dîscussing the important
eature of the Supply Bill which hie most

decidedly objecta. to, that is the pui'chase
of these three railroads. In that particular
case-not like the other portions of the
Supply Bihl-a Bill was brought in and
put through this House.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-Last night.

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-And it was during
the consideration of that Bill that the hon.
gentleman had the most favourable oppor-
tunity to put himseîf on record and offer
any objections, or move and motions he
desired, for the purpose of testing the opin-
ion of the House.

Hon. Mr. WÂTSON-I did move and
vote.

Hon. Mr. SPROULE-When that Bill was
paseed despite hi. objection, I do not see
what good can be effected by rehashing it
now.

Hon. Mr. WATSION-I did ail I could.

Hon. Mr. SPiROULE-Or critieising it
on the Supply Bull where it would be um-
possible te do anything.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-I anticipated that
il. would Ïbe brought down here as a separ-
mate Bill. I was not aware, until a few
minutes ago, tLhat it would be included in
tlhe 8upply Bil, Iecause it went through
the Houe of Gommons as a separe.te Bill
sud was voted upon in the Houeeeof Com-


