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The Address

The area set up the necessary structures to carry on. We have a 
forestry school and a research centre in Causapscal. Our work
force is better qualified and increasingly competent.

• (1410)

I was deeply disappointed that the speech from the throne did 
not even mention the natural resources sector.

Let’s not forget that we do not inherit the land of our fathers, 
we borrow the land of our children. I believe that the people of 
my riding, those of Quebec, British Columbia and the Maritimes 
need help to make our natural resources more and more produc
tive and more and more profitable.

Mr. Plamondon: Madam Speaker, I rise on a point of order. 
Since this is the last day, I thought I had the concurrence of the 
Liberal and Reform parties to allow for speeches of a full 20 
minutes and that for the next three speakers we would forgo the 
questions and comments period so that all those who are on the 
roll for this afternoon could address the House.

Is the hon. member agreeing, as the member for Beauséjour 
seems to be?

Mr. Graham: Yes, I agree, Madam Speaker.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): Do I have unanimous 
consent to end the questions and comments period?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

[English]

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean): Madam Speaker, I am very 
pleased to stand in the House representing the people of Nepean 
and starting my second term along with you.

In the last few days I have heard many members speak of how 
beautiful their ridings are. I am sure they are all beautiful. I am 
not going to claim Nepean as being the most beautiful riding in 
the country but I will claim that its inhabitants are the most 
beautiful people in the country.

Over the years I have represented the people of Nepean first as 
a 10-year municipal politician and before that as an 11-year 
employee of the city of Nepean. Now I am their federal member. 
I have been representing the same people for 26 or 27 years. It is 
a very great privilege for me to be again representing them. I 
want to thank them for giving me this great honour to be in the 
Parliament of Canada.

One of the things that we members of Parliament have to do is 
be very flexible. I was not on the Speaker’s list to speak today 
but our whip said: “Could the member for Nepean please be put 
on the Speaker’s roster”. I had to suddenly scurry around, get 
some notes together and sound reasonably intelligent. I hope I 
can do that and keep members awake at the same time.

When listening to Canada’s Governor General deliver the 
speech from the throne on January 18, I was struck that just 
about every area where changes would take place would not only 
have a positive effect on the country as a whole but they had a

When the previous government decided to make cuts in those 
two programs, it did not understand that putting money into 
private woodlots yields returns far in excess of the initial 
investment.

Investing in forestry is investing in the industry’s future. 
Investing in private woodlots is bringing raw material closer to 
the processing industry. Investing in private woodlots is ensur
ing the survival of dynamic small businesses, but also the 
creation of thousands of jobs in rural communities. Investing in 
forestry is investing for the long term in an industry which has 
always brought pride to this country and the 370 Quebec 
communities it supports.

Can the government ignore the efforts made by the forestry 
producers in my riding, who have done so much to promote 
forest development? Now is not the time to let them down. On 
the contrary, now is the time to streamline those programs to 
increase their efficiency. We must support the full development 
of the forestry industry, in Quebec and Canada. To stop invest
ing in private woodlots would mean the certain death of all small 
remote communities.

We must increase research into new technologies, and speed 
up their transfer to those who really need them to make our 
industry more competitive on the world markets.

We must develop new products which will bring to the regions 
new small businesses which create so many well-paying jobs.

Resources must be processed locally. We no longer want to be 
drawers of water and hewers of wood. People in my riding 
deserve much more than that.

We must develop new markets for these products. And last but 
not least, we must aim at quality. People in my riding know what 
quality is.

Those are the very realistic mandates that we, in this House, 
can give ourselves. It is what my constituents are asking.

Men and women in the riding of Matapédia—Matane want to 
be actively involved in meeting the challenges of the 21st 
century.

Experts agree that if a major effort is not made in the next five 
years to rescue the forestry industry in Canada, it will be too 
late. This means that what was once a flagship Canadian 
industry will drag down in its fall hundreds of thousands of jobs, 
and hence hundreds of small communities depending on forest
ry.


