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to the representatives of the people in right hon. friend is entitled to hold his
parliament in. this respect. My right hon. opinion. But if I may venture to speak
friend in the course of his discussion for my hon. friend the Minster of Publie
showed himseif to be what in days Works, I would hazard the statement that
gone by he described as a scrap-book he prefers the company on this side of the
orator of the first water. But it is certain- House to that on the other side, and there-
ly refreshing to find that he has not only fore he is over here. Th-en my right hon.
gone back fifteen or twenty years for the friend points out the weaknesses of various
purpose of bringing matters to the atten- other gentlemen on this side of the House.
tion of this House which are more or less I think he might well remember that weak-
irrelevant, but he has gone back about two nesses are riot confined to hon. gentlemen
hundred and fifty years for his ideas of on this side of the House. I have
constitutional government. not heard that my hon. friend the Minister

I would like to explain to my right hon. of Public Works ever held up to the people
friend, in the first instance, lest there of this country as the goal of his aspirations
should be any misunderstanding on the the complete severance of the ties which
subject, that this cabinet was not consti- bind this Dominion to the rest of the em-

tuted with the idea of satisfying him. pire. If, at the opening of this parliament,
We knew that this would be an impos- e are to indulge in reminiscances t that
sible task, and that no matter how this cab- shouid t only right perhaps that they
inet might have been constituted, my right fHouse not be cenfined te one aide et tha
bon. friand would have been found mak- Now, my right hon. friend is very much
ing much the same argument and much concerned about the naval question, and he
the same complaint that he has made to- is deeply anxious to know what is to be the
.day. He has commented upon my hon. policy of the present administration with
friend the Minister of Public Works respect thereto. Now, let me point out to
(Mr. Monk). There is nothing that more him one or two consi-derations. He imag-
quickly arouses my right hon. friend to a ines, if one may draw a reasonable conclu-
high tide of eloquence than the sight of sion from his utterances, that this govern-
my hon. friend the Minister of Public ment should have come down with a full
Works, than to see him sitting upon fledged naval policy at the commencement
the treasury benches while my right bon. of this session. That is, as I understand it,
friend is sitting in opposition. He the gravamen of his complaint. In 1896,
compares the blessing of Mr. Chamberlain my right hon. friend came into power on
upon my bon. friend the Minister Of the 11th day of July, and he met parlia-
Public Works to the pouring of boly water ment on the 19th day of August in the same
upon his Satanic majesty. I do net year. The present administration was formed
know whether my right honourable friend on the 10th day of October 1911, and we met
compares the blessing of Mr. Chamberlain parliament on the 15th of November in the
to the holv water, or whether he desires to same year. We come before parliament
compare the Minister of Public Works to sooner than did the right hon. gentleman
his Satanie majesty. If the latter was his on the former occasion. He came hfore
intention, I can only say that my right parliament on that occasion witheut prope-
hon. friend might have found a much sing a single measura, although ha bad ha-
more suitable illustration a little nearer fore bim the Ottawa plattorm et 1893. with
home. ne lasa tan thirtean or feurtean articles

Then he clutched eagerly at the idea ofeuggesting referms which, as ha and bis
dissension in this cabinet, and there is friands declarad, wara abselutaly essantial
nothing that would fill his heart with great- to the welfare etbis enntr.. Now. we bave
er joy than to believe that such dissension net fellewed bis axample in that respect.
exists. But atter all, it doe.s seem to me Wa hava met parliament at an carliar data
that the speech of my right hon. than ha did, and wa have prasentad a very
friend and his illustrations have been substantial bil et tara indead, ee tirt will
prompted by something of a more personal occupy the attention et this parliament fer
nature. Every honourable gentleman in this se tima, even under the hast conditions.
House remembers, I am sure, that on one Theratore I suimit that the course which
occasion, about twelve or thirteen years ago, bas bean taken by this govarnment, and the
one of his most distinguished colleagues de- nTr07resq we have made in carrying eut the
clared that my ri<qht hon. friend and policy which we placad bere tie peeple,
his colleagues were won't to fight like can well be contrastad with the attitude and
blazes. Well, I can assure him that thera the position et my right hon, friand end bis

5s no such unhappy condition in this cabi- gevernmant wben they met parliamant in
net. Then he thinks that the Minister of 1896.
Public Works ouoeht still to be sittine upon Now ha desires te knew what wv propose
the opposition benches. Well, that may be te de with regard te the naval pehicy. Well,
-a matter et opinion, Mr. Speaker, and my I will thel hlm. In the first place, Jet me


