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means that under no circumstances could a regulation
come into effect for at least a four-week period, and
while we go along, as the clause says, that a reasonable
opportunity be afforded to people to make representation
and we will allow 30 to 60, or I can see where there is no
urgency, a much longer period being allowed for people
to consult, but for example, if there were an error in the
regulation, an error that no one saw, as Mr. McGrath
said, we are not infallible in the government, which has
to be corrected right away, fast, the next day, it becomes
effective the next day because by error something has
been included that should not be included. So, you have
to correct that regulation right away and exclude them.

Third, the matter of cost: with regard to daily newspa-
pers in 10 provinces. I did ask that a calculation be made.
I am told that to abide by this kind of provision for the
toy regulations passed under the Hazardous Products Act
before Christmas, would have cost the Department
$65,000 to advertise in 10 daily newspapers in the 10
provinces, 4 times for 4 weeks. I have the calculations
here, if anyone wants to examine them. I think $65,000 is
a lot of money, it is 60 per cent of the budget of the
Consumer Council. This would become a very substantial
budgetary item for the government.

The fourth reason is, of course, that the House has
before it a bill on Statutory Instruments, the whole
provision for the publication of Statutory Instruments
and a Committee on Statutory Instruments which deals
with what is to happen with regulations and how they
are to be dealt with. Surely this is a matter which applies
not only to regulations under this proposed Act, but to all
statutory instruments and if we are going to require
different publication requirements, that is the place to do
sO.

The Chairman: Mr. Robinson?

Mr. Robinson: Mr. Chairman, I think the Minister has
pretty nearly answered the question I was going to ask. I
was concerned about what has been done in other bills as
far as the procedure to notify the public generally about
regulations. Is there anything different in this Bill than in
any other bill?

Mr. Basford: Very substantially. Here we publish the
proposed regulations before they are effective. Every
other act requires that after they are passed and become
effective, unless it is a matter of security, et cetera, they
are published in the Canada Gazette and tabled in the
House of Commons after the event.
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Mr. Robinson: So really we are going a lot further in
this proposed act than in other bills.

Mr. Basford: Much further, except in the Automobile
Safety Act.
The Chairman: Mr. McGrath.

Mr. McGrath: And well we should, Mr. Chairman
because this Bill is going to affect every consumer in the
country. This is THE consumer bill. If there is a consum-
er bill within the jurisdiction of the Minister, this is it,
this is the Minister’s bill of rights for the consumer, if
you like. You name it.

[Interpretation]

bles au gouvernement, il faut que les réglements soient
rectifiés le plus tot possible.

Troisiemement, il y a les frais qui seraient occasionnés
par cette mesure. On me dit que si l’on avait publié de
cette facon les réglements concernant les jouets adoptés
en vertu de la Loi sur les produits dangereux avant Noél,
cela aurait colité au ministére $65,000 a raison de 10
quotidiens quatre fois pendant quatre semaines. J'ai les
chiffres ici, si quelqu’un veut les voir. Je pense que c’est
une somme considérable, cela représente 60 p. 100 du
budget du Conseil de la consommation. Cela pourrait
devenir trés onéreux pour le gouvernement.

La quatriéme raison est évidemment le fait que la
Chambre étudie présentement un bill sur les instruments
statutaires, toute la question de la publication des instru-
ments statutaires, et il y a un comité sur les instruments
statutaires. La question ne s’applique pas seulement aux
réglements proposés en vertu de la présente loi, mais a
tous les instruments statutaires.

Le président: M. Robinson?

M. Robinson: Le ministre a en quelque sorte répondu a
la question que j’allais poser. Je voulais savoir ce qui se
produisait dans le cas des autres bills, comment on procé-
dait pour aviser le public des réglements. Procéde-t-on
différemment pour le présent bill?

M. Basford: C’est trés différent en effet. Dans le cas
présent, nous publions les réglements proposés, c’est-a-
dire avant qu’ils n’entrent en vigueur. Toutes les autres
lois portent que les réglements, une fois qu’ils sont adop-
tés et en vigueur, & moins qu’il sagisse d’une question de
sécurité, doivent étre publiés dans la Gazette du Canada
et déposés a la Chambre des communes.

M. Robinson: Nous allons donc plus loin dans ce projet
de loi que dans tout autre bill.

M. Basford: En effet, sauf dans la Loi sur la sécurité
des automobiles.

Le présideni: Monsieur McGrath.

M. McGrath: Nous devons aller plus loin, monsieur le
président, parce que ce bill affecte tous les consomma-
teurs du pays. C’est le bill du consommateur. C’est, pour
ainsi dire, le bill des droits du consommateur.

Certains des arguments du Ministre sont raisonnables.
J’ai changé le libellé de mon amendement, qui est impor-



