Executive Summary

A disconsect-belween the notions of protecting Canadiany and heipin_g»tlae Afghim people—
While this is & view held by many parficipants regardless of their age, it ¢ particularty
pronounced among younger focus group parlicipats.

Natably, young people in the focus groups were supporlive of humanitarian and
reconstructiondrebuilding cHorts in Afghanistan. However, they firmaly believe that these effofls.
colild be undertaken in the absence of a wilitary presence. “The nation that the regicn must be

-secured and stabilized in order for rebuilding efforls to he successful is not @ premise that matty

young people accept. By contrast, (hey argue that the military i3 1ikely exacerbaling an already

tenuous situation and a destabilizing Fictor,

Those opposed and even those supportive of the mivsion express séepticism ubowt the likeliood
of a po.bg’ﬂ've outcome. Their views have béen shoped by media veports on the almost daily
v.ﬂ;kimrfshes beiween Canadion Forces and Afghan insurgents. Théy have liitle vense of o broader
plan and guestion the commitment of the Afidhan pedpie and leadership, bosed on the regiom’s:
troubled Ristory.

Among those opposad (and even those whe are supportive), the principle issues/concerns are:

Canadians are Gehtin an American war: Continued use of tenns such-as the “War on Terraf” in

describing Canada’s efforts in ATehafiistan has had the effect of co-mingling the situalion in Irag
with Afghanistan in the minds ‘of many participanis. It is difficult for many 1o de-link
Afghanistan froin Iraq. As-such, given thai the *weapons of mass destruction™ argiment
originally employed as the principal rationale for the U8, going into Iraq has 'm1h§é(1uantly héen
rei-*cvaletlfas'lmsel'éss;many beligve ihat the rationale. for going into Afghanistan is likely fanity or
weak dl best. Moreover, the deterioraling conditions i Irag, which is sceing increasing sectarian
violence and-terrorist activity, are effectively leading many to believe that this must also be the
case. in Afghanistan. ‘ '

There is no real reason for Canada to e fig

rhting in Alghanistan. Among the younger
articipants in particular, many felt that Canada was forced or manipulated inio participatin
Afghanistan by the Americans following 9711, Thare is also-some suspicion that Canada is in
Afelanistan simiply to provide support to the United States and Britain and that ihese countries

are.operating purcly out of self-interest-in am attempt to dominate the region. Related to this is.
the fact that many arc of the view-the T1.5. may be immine-ntly pulling out of Afghanistan.- This
view lias been reinforeed by the rasult of the mid-term elections in the Utiited States. Talk of-
bringing tfoops home, althouigh il has been in reference to the American engagement in Ira'q,(iS‘
leading some Lo believe (hat Americans may also withdraw from Afshanistan, leaving Canadizn
t‘mnps"increasmgl}f vulnerable, There is little understanding thal Canada is part.of a larger
intemational cOﬁIiﬁg_ellt.



