
A MULTI-TRACK TRADE POLICY

WHERE CANADA IS COMING FROM

Canadian trade policy is the reflection of how

the Government pursues three key objectives:

prosperity through better access to foreign markets for
our exports, the competitive stimulus of imports, and the

benefits of two-way investment flows;

rules that keep pace with the needs of our modern
economy and provide fair and predictable conditions for

economic and social development; and

support for broader political goals, including
the protection of labour and environmental standards, the
advancement of sustainable development and good
governance, and other components of social and

economic well-being.

With whom do we pursue these objectives? First and most

obviously, with the United States. We exchange well over a billion

dollars' worth of goods and services each day with the United

States; we cannot achieve prosperity without our neighbour to the

south. We certainly need rules to keep the conditions for trade

fair, open and predictable. Such highly publicized cases as

American actions against Canadian softwood lumber exports
have arisen where we were not able to negotiate strong enough

rules. And, although we may not always agree on some issues,
the United States is among our strongest allies on many broader
political goals such as promoting labour rights and good

governance. We use both WTO and NAFTA rules to govern the


