
INTRODUCTION

1. This classification of services has been designed as a general
purpose classification system suitable for assembling, compiling and
preýs nting information on ail kcinds of services. In practice,
ho)wever, classification systems of this kind tend to be used in
connection wçith econoinic data which xueans, in this case, services
tha,,t are bought and sold or that are provided through indirect
payrnent either by an agency of government (i.e. frein taxes or other
gnovernmcnt revenues) or by institutions (i.e. from revenue sources
such as grants, donations and bequests). For present purposes, then,
fscrvices mav be defined as intangible economic goods produced for
à j"e or distribution through the market mechanism or through estab-

li shed Programs or institutions.

In ip.o5t cases tangible goQds (commodities) can be distinguished
fromr intangible ones (serices) witbout dificulty but borderline
cases are by no means negligible. Such recent techuological
developent as thQs iolved in the gathering and distribution
of ail kinds of information, however, appear now to be responsible
for an increasing nube of 4ifficult cases. Ttaditioually, infor-
mation h&s heen asebe and distributed ini the form of publications
of various kind's which are unquestionably tangible. Techniques such
as broadcasting and forms of tê3lecommuication iising terminals that
incorporate visuial displays and. facilities for printout are now com-
bining tangible and intangible products in new ways. 'This example
nxay serve to illWstrate> the kinM of ridle or conventio re>quired to


