
If boundaries are destined to be with us, we face again the question of

permeability. The concept of the permeable boundary is hardly new, in recent
years it has witnessed a remarkable resurgence in popularity. Indeed, the notion
that boundaries need to be able to 'breathe' has now almost become axiomatic
among boundary soholars. Yet despite being one of the most frequently-used
buzzwords in boundary studies in the 1 990s, permeabiity remains rather poorly-
deflned. Like obscenity, most of us know it when we see it - but what exactly do
we mean when we talk about a permeable boundary? What factors affect
permeability? Can they be quantified or does permeability involve qualitative
tabmpntc. thAt dipfv measurement? Is it possible to compare the permeability of


