
House are an inferno. The heat generated by the enormous klieg lights adds 
to this and the glare drives your eyes back into your head. 

We are in a feverish scramble to get through the work — an unhealthy 
atmosphere in which we are liable to push things through for the sake of 
getting them finished. The Russians are taking advantage of this state of 
affairs to reopen all sorts of questions in the hope that out of mere weakness 
we shall give in to them. Their tone and manner seem daily to become more 
openly truculent and antagonistic. 

Once the labours of the committees are finished. the Articles they have 
drafted and the reports they have approved are put before the Co-ordinating 
Committee who plunge into an orgy of revision. There is no pleasanter sport 
for a group of highly intelligent and critical men than to have delivered into 
their hands a collection of botched-up, badly-drafted documents and be 
asked to pull them to pieces and to point out the faults of substance and 
form. This could go on forever. 

However hot, tired and bad-tempered the other delegates may become. 
Halifax remains cool and Olympian and makes benevolent, clou4 speeches 
which soothe but do not satisfy. Senator Connally of the U.S. delegation 
roars at his opponent \vaving his arms and sweating. It is somehow reassur-
ing to come out from the committee meetings into the streets and see the 
people in whose name we are arguing so fiercely and who do not give a damn 
how the Charter reads. Sailors hand in hand with their girls— (this is a great 
town for walking hand in hand) on their way to a movie or a dance hall. 

If the people were let into the committee meetings they would have 
broken up this Conference long ago. 

19 June 1945.   
The Soviet delegates have got  ver  y little good-will out of this Con-

ference. They use aggressive tactics about every question large or small. 
They remind people of Nazi diplomatic methods and create, sometimes 
needlessly, suspicions and resentment. They enjoy equally making fools of 
their opponents and their supporters. Slyness, bullying and bad manners 
are the other features of their Conference behaviour. 

Their system has some unfortunate results from their point of view. 
They have no elbow-room in committee tactics — they cannot vary their 
method to allow for a change in mood and tempo of the Conference. They 
are paralysed by the unexpected. They always have to stall and cable home 
for instructions.' It is unfortunate from our point of view as well as theirs that 
they should have made such a bad showing, for I think they are proposing to 
make a serious effort to use the organisation and are not out to wreck it. 

28  mue  1945.   
Back in Ottawa the Conference is over. It is going to be a little discon-

certing at first living alone again after our group existence in San Francisco. 
The hotel sitting-room which Norman Robertson and Hume Wrong shared 
was a meeting place for members of our delegation and there was a per-
petual flow of drinks on tap. There we foregathered to talk Conference 
gossip. The pace of the Conference got more and more hectic towards the 
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