The RCMP further contributed to the armed forces a
Provost Company which beceme a unit of the First Canadisn Division,
charged with enforcing discipline, manning traffic points and
giving information on convoy movements and unit locstions. This
body provided the bulk of provost officer personnel posted to
the staffs of formations. .'

Members of this group were 2lso employed at detention
barracks, field punishment cemps, training depots and special
investigation sections. In co-operation with the Allied
Military Government in occupled countries, they helped to
reorgenize and direct civilian police systems, fire departments
and civil defence.

The me jor task of the Force, during the period of
emergency, was safeguarding essentisl industry =2nd implementing
anti-sabotage =2nd protective measures. The RCMP not only kept
check on draft evaders and deserters but engeged in counter-
espionage work, with such success thest the suthorities were sble .
to announce in 1945 thet subversive activities in Ceanada had been
almost wholly disrupted by the speedy arrest of hostile elements.
To cope with the tremendous responsibility with which they were
faced, the Mounted Police had to improvise. With the assistance
of specially engaged personnel, they guerded vulnerable points and
co-operated with all departments in the execution of war-time

legislation.

The Reserve, which sterted as » temporary measure,
has become a well-trained, dependable arm of the Force. Part-
time workers have been formed into =n officisl unit in which
weconstable is the only renk". It has done excellent work
already and will be called upon to° perform still grester service

for the community.

Geographical obstacles which formerly sppeared =lmost
insurmountable have been overcome by means of recent discoveries.
RCMP experts have completed an extensive radio network across
Canada. All RCMP sBhips and aircraft are radio-equipped.

Though its character has changed greatly since its ’
formetion 84 years ago, the RCMP in its attributions still
reflects much of the glamour of the frontier through its northern
and other far-flung detachments. These assignments range from
Arctic patrolling and the supervision of Bskimos to ordinary
prevention work concerning the contraband of narcotic drugs,
counterfeiting, illicit distilling, jdentificeation =and
classification of criminals. The RCMP on behalf of Cansada
holds s membership in the International Criminal Police Org=snizatio
It assumes the protection of public buildings, makes reports on
migratory birds, furbearing animals and hunting out of season,
tokes part in the application of customs and excise laws and,
to » small extent, of immigration reguletions. It investigotes
naturalization papers snd passports, makes enquiries on applicants
for civil positions, enforces statutes governing the Indians,
and many other federal enactments, AS the Commissioner's Annual

Report shows.

For such tasks, men of many types snd talents sre '
needed. Yet each ceandidate must be cheracterized by personal
integrity, » high degree of intelligence and s sense of
responsibility. The selection of recruits is carried out by ’
means of the ususl form of educationsl examinations; supplemente
by a psychometric test =nd = patterned interview.

To qualify, an applicant must be & British subject, or
Canadian citizen, between the age of 18 and 30, unmarried, et
least five feet eight inches in height, physicelly fit, and
able to sperk, read and write either English or French. Members




