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THE ROLE
OF THE NGO

(rgo declarariom cont'd)

2) Ws reaffirm the coocept of organized
citizen support for the work of ths United
Nations and believe that the Stockbolm
conferencs and the ongoing work of the
United Nations ‘n the ares of the eaviroa-
ment cam cocourags all thoss who Bave
loeg worked in this Seid and draw ca the
enthusiasm of new recruits. We therefors
mmdnwmapmww&'
1is and expand their membership in sup-
port of ths work of the United Nations in
geoeral and the Environmental Secretarist
i particular,

5) Ia consultation with the existing con-
ference Secretariat, we will seek the moet

ENVIRONMENT

Life Is One And The World Is One

Extrocts from the speech

One carmot be truly human and Givilized
uniess oos locks upoc pot oaly fellow-

mhndmmtboquo(s‘
friend.

nnndmumcom:ﬁccmmy

the 7 The i be
improved in cooditions of poverty. Nor
can poverty be aradicated without the ase
of sciencs and technology. . . .
Must there be conflict betweea technol
ogy and a truly bettar worid or between
enlighteament of the spirit and s higher
dard of living?7...

appropriate ways in which our sep
bodies can mobilize citizen support (o the

this year's General Assembly. Thereafter
we wish to establish permanent forms of
lizison with the Secretariat, with each oth-
er 1n0d other interested bodies.

¢) We will consult with cach other to
work out the most appropriate means of
strenrgthening our various edorts, mobiiz-
:ng joint pressure for eavironmental
<hange and avoiding, where posuible, over-
lapping activities. We will also seek to
secure the suppon of nnm organizs-
zices foe | fund-raizing foe specits
czmrm.l programs.

d) Axmmmmm

2al orgagizations should sesXk to participats -

in governmental decizsions affecting ths en-
wvironment and insig on advancs informa.
tion cooceming projects of cavirommentsd
tmpact. . -

-ape. particoing- year {OC. reassesssmens, -

say, “The Planet» n (930, should- be
mmads the focus for official noa-govern-
rueatal and citizen programs and actioa ia
understnding and protecting the ptanetary

We pisdes curmives, in cer work, owr
foraities, cwr cowtacts smd o owe styls
of life, to try to live as citizens of 2 Joved
et endamgered planst sad to share ocor
common heritags with respect foe all v
ing things and in jostice xnd amity with
the pecple of planet Earth,

Mahatma-—" It is decreasing in the jungles
bt it is increasmg in the towns | ~...

As we struggle to creats a better tife for
our people, we indulge in ... prac-
tices {of exploiting the kbor of the
massos) evea for a2 worthwhile purpose.
We are bound by our own ideais. We owe
allegiance to the principies of the rights of
workers and the norms emshrined in the
charters of internatiomal organizations.
Above xil, we ws 2aswerxble io the mi-
lioes of potliticaily awakened clizeos in
our countries. Al these maks progreas cos-
tier and more compiicated.

On the one hxnd the rich ook azkancs
2t our continuing poverty-—on ths other
they warm us against their own methods.
We do nat wish to impovernsh the enviroa-

- meat axy further end yet we cannot for s

momext {orget the grim poverty of large
sumbers of peopie. Are oot pgverty acd
oeed the grestes polluters? Foc instancs,
ucices we. ars in- a. potition to provide
epioymet and purchasing power for the
daily necessities of the tribal peopls and
those whe five in or around our jungies,
we caznct provent them from combing the
fore for food iad liveidood: from
poaching and from despoiling the vegeta-
tion. When they themssives feel deprived,
how can we urgs tirs pressrvation of agi-
mals? How cag we speak to thoss who
tive in viilages and in stums about keeping
the oceans, the rivers and the air ciean
when their own lives are cootaminated at

1 am reminded of aa incident in ane of
our tribal areas. The vociferous demand of
cider tribai cldefs thet their customs
should be left undisturbed found support
{rom noted anthmpolom In its anxiety
that the y d aot submergs the
many cthnicd, racial and cuitural groups
in our country, the Government of India
largely accepeed this advice. [ was amongst
thoss who entirely approvex. However, a
vinit to a remots part of our northeast
frontier brought me in touch with a
different point of wiew—the protest of the
younger ciements that winle the rex of
India was on the way to modamzation
they w~ere bang preserved as museum
pieces. Couid we oot say the same to the,
affluent nations?...

We should re-order our priorities and
move awey from the ... mode which
seeos to have given a higher piacs o
things rather than to persops and which
hxs iocreased our. wants. rather than our
cajoyment. We shouid have a more com-
prﬂ:em:voappmd:tohfe.cuuuedoe
man oot as a. mgtic but an indivi

' Prime Minister Indira Gandhi Speaks to Ple'na}'y

[t is an oversimplification to blame all
the world’'s probiems oa increasing popu-

lation. Countries with but 3 small fraction
_ of the world population consume the bulk
of the world’s production of minerals, fos- -

sH fusls, andso on. . ..

The inheremt confct is not between
conservation and development but be-
tween eavironment and the ceckless ex-
ploitation of man and carth in the name of

Cause of the Crisis

All the “isms™ of the modem
age—even thase which in theory disown
the private profit principlo—assume that
man’s cardimal interest is acquisition. The
profit motive, individual or collective,
1eems to avershadow ail eise. This overrid-
ing concern wmth Scif ind Today is the
basic cause of the ecological craus.

{t is claar that the environmental cnus.

which is confroating the world, will pro-
foundly alter the future destiny of our
phwet. No ons among us, whatever our
satrg, grengih Or circumxancs, can
remain unaffected. The process of changs
challcages present intermmtional policies.
Will the growing awareness of “oas
carth ™ and ™ one environment ™ guids us
to the concept of ™ one hurmaaity " ? Will
thero be 2 more equitable shaning of eavi-

with many sides to his persocatity. The
lution of thess probdi bo wo-
lated phesomena ol marginal . importance.
tut must be an integrzd ‘part-of the unfoid--
ing of the very proceas of deuclopment, ~”

Life is One

of popuistionr or enviroomental polution
are possd,; obecore the total view of politi-
Governmeat of Indin ... betieve(s) thaz
planned families will make for a hesithier
and more conscious population. But we
know also that no program of popuiation
control can be effective without education
and without a visible rise in the standard
of liwng. ...

o 4 costs and greater international
interest in the accelerated progress of the

less developed. world?- O¢. will it reemin
confined to a parrow coocern. baS&l ba-
- axclutive scif-sudficiency? :

- “le s c . e

Lifs is ons and the world i3 cos, and all
thess quetions are inter-linkext. The pop-
laticn explosion, povesty, ignorance and
discase, the poilution of our surroundings,
the stockpling of nuclear weapons and
biological and chemical agents of destruc-
tion are all parts of a vicious circle, Each
i important and urgent but dealing with
them one by one would be wasted
cfort. . .

We must re-evaluate the fundamentals
on which our respective civic societics are
based and the ideals by which they are
susmined, [f there is to be a change of
heart, it 6 oot an organiration or a coun-
try—no matter how well intentioned—
which can achicve it. While each country
must deai with that aspect of the problem
which & most relevant to it, it is obvious
that il countries must unite m an overall
endeavour. There is no altenative to a
cooperative approach oa globsi scxie to
the eatire spectrum of our problems.

[t has been my experiencs that peopie
who are ai crom purposes with naturs afe
cynical about mankind and jil-at-eass with
themsalves. Modern mag mum re-establish
an unbroken link with nature and with
life. He must again leam to invoke the
energy of growing things to recognize. as
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