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ENVIRONMENT 

THE ROLE 
OF THE NGO 

(ngo drcierraioe cont'd) Life Is One And The World Is One 
s 	Prime Minister Indira  Gandhi  Speaks to ilenciry 

• 
a) Wa reaffirm the concept of °manned 

ens= support for the wet of the United 
Platiom and believe  th tbe Stockholm 
conference  ad the meals  won t of the 
United Nations h the area of the environ-
ment tan encourage all dome who hue 
long  meted in this Said and draw on Me 
enthusiasm of new nemita.  W.  therefore 
ietend to arse our organizations to mob& 
lice and emend their membership in sup-
port of the work of the United Nations in 
general and the Environmental Secretariat 
in particular. 

In consultation with the misting con-
ference Secretariat. we will seek the moo 
appropriate ways in 'hide our separate 
bodies can mobilize citizen suppo rt  for the 
Stockholm decisions during Me months 
between the Stockholm conference and 
this year's General Assembly. Thereafter 
we wish to =bash permanent forme of 
liaison with the Secretariat. with each offs-
et  and  other interested bodies. 

C) We will consult with each other to 
wort out the most appropriate means of 
strengthening our various efforts mobile-
.ng oint pressure for environmental 
..zhange and avoiding. where possible over-
lapping activities. We will abo seek to 
secure du support of varions  organiza-
tions  for  special fund-rag for specific 
envirommental moment 

a At the national love allemircemen-
zaj orenintions should seek to partnipate 
in governmentai decisions affecting the en-
viroranest and insist on advance informa-
tion concerning projects of envirocznenent 
trOpaCt. 

..).-&-taareiesias- year for, reamemene. 
say, he Planet> in 1980.'t should. be 
midis the- focus for - official noe-goom-
rattail and citizen propene and action in 
randerstœdiag and preening the planetary 
envirmanent. 

W.  pinkie comniem In ow week. ow 
toxins& ow comet. and our owe item 
of life. te try  to  U.  an eldest of a loved 
yet en•angered plead and be shire om 
ammou beriegge with remeet for all 

thing. and in Melee and amity with 
t he people of pignut Ear& 

Extracts from  the speech 

One camot be truly human and creaked 
=km one looks upon not only fellow-
man but ali creation with the eyes of a.. 

It  in  sad that in country after country, 
progress should become synonymous with 
an assault on nature. We who are a part of 
nature  and dependeat ou ber  for every 
need. speak cormante about - exploiting 
enure. ... I retneaffxr Edward Thomp-
son. a British miter and a good friers! of 
India. once telling Mr. Ghana that wild 
life was fast disappearing. Renarked the 
Mahatma--  It is decreaeing in the jungles 
bert ir is increasing in the towns I -- 

As we stmggle to create a better life for 
our people. we cannot indulge in ... prac. 
bees (of exploiting the tabor of the 
masso )  even for a worthwhile purpose. 
We are bound by our own ideaa We owe 
allegiance  to  the principles of the  rights of 
workers and the norms enshrined in the 
charters of  international  organizations. 
Above ell. WO are aternmetle to the mil-
li= of politiedly awakeeed citizens in 
our canneries. Ail thee make >ogress cos. 
Mar and more compfeatee. 

• 
• On the one hand the rich look ukance 
at our continuinz poverty—on the other 
they warn us aiming their own methods. 
We do.not with  to impoverish the «mime-
ment urr further end yet we cannot for a 
moment forget the grim poverty of large 
numbers of people. Are not eiresty  and 
need the  grana  polluters? Fat inseams 
union we. are in- a .position. to provide 
employment and perch:km power for the 
daily necenidet of the tribal peotee and 
thom 

 
who  roe in or atoned our Mange. 

we cannot pewee« them from combing the 
Cor  « for food and liveliond: from 
poaching and from cinectling the vegeta-
tion. When they thenwelves feel deprived. 
how can we urge  the  preservation of ani-
mais?  How can we speak to Mom who 
live  in  villages and in sham about ketspieg 
the oceans. the rivers and the air clean 
when their own lives are contaminated at  

the source? The enviromont mono be 
improved in conditions of poverty. Nor 
can poverty be eradicated without the  me 

 of mimes and techoology.  

Must  there be conflict between technol-
ogy and a truly better word or between 
enlightennsmt of the spirit and • higher 
standard at living ? 

I am reminded of an incident in one of 
our tribal areas. The vociferous demand of 
elder tribel chiefs that their cœmens 
should be left insdiaturbed found support 
(rom  noted anthropologists. In ita aaxiety 
that the majority should  col submerge  the 
many ahnied. racial and cultural  groupe  
in our country. the a:menu:sera of India 
largely accepted  titis  edges. I was amongst 
those who entirely approved. However,  a 
vert  to a remote part of our northeast 
frontier brought me in touch with a 
different point of view—the preen of the 
younger eiemasts that while the rest of 
India was on the way to modernization 
they were bang preserved aa museum 
pieces. Could we not say the same to the. 
affluent nations  7...  

We should  ru-order Ottr priorities and 
move away from the ...  modal  which 
MC= to have green a higher piece to 
things rather than to person -and which 
has increased out. smote rather than  out 

 enjoymem. We should have a more COO> 
prehensive approach to fife, centered on. 
man not a&  a swine but  an  individual 
with many  rides to hie personality. The 
solution of thee problems cannot be 
lated phenomena of marginal. importer= 
bat meet be art integrerpart oft!» unfold-
ing of the very,  mom  of  deg:topmast- 

It is an oversimplification to blame all 
the worlers problems on increasing peon-

. laden. Countries with but a small fraction 
of  the world population consume the bulk 
of the worlers production of minerals. fos-
sil fuels. and so on.... 

The inherent conflict' is not betweese 
conservation and development but b.

-tweed environment and the reckless =- 
planation of nun and earth in the rame of 

Cause of the Crisis 

All the 	Of the modem 
age—even those which in theory disown 
the private profit pnnciple--assume that 
nail's cardinal interest à acquisition. The 
profit motive, individual or collective. 
items  to overshadow all else This crverrid-
ing concern ',nth Self and Today à the 
basic cause of the ecological  cross.  

It is clear that the environmental crisis. 

which is confronting the world. wt11 pro-
foundly alter the future destiny of our 
planet No one among us. whatever  out 

 sums scene or circurristence. can 
remain unaffected. The prixess of change 
challenges present international policies. 
ww the grovnrrg awarenen  of  one 
earth - and one emnronmait " guide us 
to the concept of one humanity "? Will 
there  bu a more equitable sharing of envi. 
tottmentai costs and greater international 
interest in the accelerated progress  of  the 
lea developed. worfell. Or will it remain 
confined to a narrow coocerri. Saiiécl—ber 

..eaclusies sc11-staciencr? 

Lite  is  one and the world is  one. and ali 
them questions are inter-linked. The popu-
lation explosion,  poverty, ignorance  and 
disease. the pollution of out  surroundings, 
the stockpiling of nuclear weapons and 
biological and chemical agents of destruc-
tion are all parts of a vicious circle.  Each 

 is important and urgent but dealing with 
ten one by one would be waned 
effort.... 

We ma re-evaluate the fundamentab 
on which our respective civic societies are 
bued and the ideils by which they are 
sustained. If there is to be a change of 
heart,  it is not an orpnization or a coun-
try—no matter how wel intesotMend-
which can achieve it. While each country 
ma  deal with  chai  aspect of the problem 
which is most relevant to it, it is obvious 
that sil countries must unite in an overall 
endeavour. There is no alterative to a 
cooperative apploach ou global  scale to 
the eating spectrum of our problems. 

It has been Illy experience that people 
who are as  CM! (=WM We =Urn  are  
cynical about mankind and illet-esse wrth 
themselves. Modern man mum reestablish 
an unbroken link with nataue and with 
life. He ma agate  leans to invoke the 
mergy of growing chino to recognize. an  

• The- termer fortes in which -  quedicis• • 
of population or environmental pollution Lire Is  One  
are posed; obscene the total vine •of  pole. • - 
cal,  economic and scene skin:ken The -
Genera:met of India ... betimes) that 
plenned families will make for a henithier 
and more conscious population. But we 
know also that no program of population 
control can be effective without education 
and without a visible rise in the standard 
of living.... 


