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15. If the Chairman is absent from any meeting or part thereof, a Vice-Chairman
shall preside. In that event, the latter shall have the same powers and duties as
the Chairman.

16. The Chairman of the meeting shall participate in the proceedings of the
Technical Committee as such and not as the representative of a member of the
Technical Committee.

17. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere by these
rules, the Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting, direct
the discussion, accord the right to speak, and, pursuant to these rules, have
control of the proceedings. The Chairman may also call a speaker to order if his
remarks are not relevant.

18. During discussion of any matter a delegation may raise a point of order.
In this event, the Chairman shall immediately state his ruling. If this ruling is
challenged, the Chairman shall submit it to the meeting for decisions and it shall
stand unless overruled.

19. The Secretary-General, or officers of the Secretariat designated by him,
shall perform the secretarial work of meetings of the Technical Committee.

Quorum and voting

20. Representatives of a simple majority of the members of the Technical
Committee shall constitute a quorum.

21. Each member of the Technical Committee shall have one vote. A decision
of the Technical Committee shall be taken by a majority comprising at least
two thirds of the members present. Regardless of the outcome of the vote on a
particular matter, the Technical Committee shall be free to make a full report to
the Committee and to the Customs Co-operation Council on that matter indi-
cating the different views expressed in the relevant discussions.

Languages and records

22. The official languages of the Technical Committee shall be English, French
and Spanish. Speeches or statements made in any of these three languages shall
be immediately translated into the other official languages unless all delegations
agree to dispense with translation. Speeches or statements made in any other
language shall be translated into English, French and Spanish, subject to the
same conditions, but in that event the delegation concerned shall provide the
translation into English, French or Spanish. Only English, French and Spanish
shall be used for the official documents of the Technical Committee. Memoranda
and correspondence for the consideration of the Technical Committee must be
presented in one of the official languages.

23. The Technical Committee shall draw up a report of all its sessions and, if
the Chairman considers it necessary, minutes or summary records of its meetings.
The Chairman or his designee shall report on the work of the Technical Com-
mittee at each meeting of the Committee and at each meeting of the Custoins
Co-operation Council.



