CURRENT EVENTS.

Unlike the governments of other countries, the gov-
ernment @f the United States cannot conclude a treaty
that » wil)/be binding without the approval of the senate.

eneral arbitration treaty with Great Britain and
her dominions has not met with that approval; and, unless
the United States senate shall approve of it later, it
will not go, into effect. ‘ :

The House of Lords has accepted the bill which limits
its powers, and the measure has received the King’s
assent, Hereafter, a bill which does not please the mem-  west coast. ;
bers of the upper house, instead of being thrown out, can Excavatlons in Asia Mmm' br -
be delayed for two years. If the House of Commons then
still persists in passing it, it may become law without the
consent of the lords.

Reciprocity with the United States in the exchange of
natural products, and its probable effect upon Canada if clay tablets, have been found in ﬁ.e;
adopted, are practically the only issues before the electors, buildings; but thelr ,cﬂpt has : nﬂt
in the pending general election for members of the Do- ‘them ¢
minion Parliament. When the United States was more their documents writtén mm A"
prosperous than this country, the Canadian authorities refer to their foreign gﬁﬂg& A
repeatedly asked for reciprocity and it was refused. Now to be raued m London for t
that Canada is the more prosperous, the United States ‘ : ' ’
asks for it, and it is left to the Canadian people to say =
whether they will consent. The present government be-
lieve they will do so; the opposition think that they will
refuse. The appeal to the people -upon a question of
public policy is known in politics as the réferendum. The
present appeal is, therefore, practically a referendum.

The widespread disturbances in Mexico continue. Com-
paring the situation in that country with that in Texas
half a century ago, a leading New York newspaper thinks it
just as certain as sunrise that Mexico will be annexed
by the United States. This page of the REVIEW is not
concerned with future events; but the existence of such a
feeling, or rather its frank expression, is a current event
of such significance as to seem worth noting. 2

Portugal has had its first presidential election. The .
new_ president has entered upon the duties of his office;
but there is a strong party in favour of the monarchy,
and it is not improbable that an attempt will be made to
replace King Manuel upon the throne,

The revolution. in Hayti has been completely success-
ful in so far as military operations are concerned. Presi-
dent Simon has heen deposed and has fled from the
country. It is by no means certain that the victors
can agree among themselves as to who shall be their, next
president. The cause of the uprising is said to have been -
popular disapproval of certain railway concessions granted
to Americans,

The Canadian cruiser N:obe was senously damaged,
by striking a reef off Cape Sable, N. S. She has been
taken to Halifax for repairs. .

The exiled Shah of Persia, attempting to recover his
throne, has won the first battle with the government
forces. .

It is well known in Germany that a war w:th France
over the Moroccan question ‘means a war 'with Britain,
not, perhaps, because our country is directly interested
in the territor;}r that is in dispute, but because British




