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tuie coing generation, and thus determine the w

qualities which, when developed, wili enabte the ai

child t'O live in bis world and becomie a useful ac

citizen. I would not undervalue books and studies. h<

Thley are in part the mieans which enabte us to st

attain our ends. But ini the solving of a probtein a

ini arithmetic, or any branch of mathematics, it is

niot the " anawer " which is the main thing. It is ci

thec quaiity of persevérance, the power of çoncen- n

tration, the methochical reflection and planning, the I

oliedicuice to known taws and rules-these are thep

qua lities we must seek to encourage and develôp. f

if 't is a lessonîii history, facts and dates are not

thic important things. Is not the prime object tot

fire youth fui enthusiasin in-the dceds and traditions a

of our own and the mother land; to teacb self-con-a

trol, the cuitivation of the will power, the encour-

agement. of worthy aspirations and high resolves,

and the putting underfoot whatcver is nican and

smnalt? If it is a tess.on"iii readung andl'iterature.

you will question, I 'think, the wisdoi of culti-

vating a mnechanical inflectioui or the stoppiflg at

evcry comma. WMI flot the time be better spent in

drawing out the meaning of the printed words, and

ini getting an impression ot the thought% and emo-

tions of the writcr? If it is a tesson inii he natural

or physical sciences, the manipulation unvolved iii

picking a flower to pieces, or in separating oxygeui.

is not vital. Itý is vital, howevcr, to stimulate

the ýitechanical ingenýity of pupits towvard pro-

viding their owný apparatus, and to investigate

slowly and patintl[y the truths of scienTce. But as

Sir Joshua. Re"nolds fitty olbserves: "A -provisioni

of endless apparatus, a bustie of infinite inquiry

and researchi, may be emplýoycd to evade and shuffle

off real labr-the real labor of thinki.ng." Ali.

that is the point. The ability to think with correct-

ilcss, precision and promptnesa is the truc test that

we must apply to our school life if wc would esti-

mnate its productivencss. You will find that your

scholars witl do. anything for you except think.

Thcy wilt yield uniplîcit obedience to your reasoti-

able commands, tIhey will memorize' whle. pages of

text-books, they will be diligent students 1of the

word, if you do not ask thern to think. And yet if

you carry your pupila patiently into this laborious

proccas, you witl give such a power and joy to their

wbolc tives that ini future yers thcy will risc up and

cati you biesscd.,- Ia not tixat somcething worthy of

your accomptishmnt? How is it to be donc? It

can onty be donc by a thorough sympathy with and

consideration for the tif e and surroundiiigs of evcry

boy or girl. Do you recatl the derivation of those

two words to arrive. at ttieir fulness, of meaning?

Sympathy mieana- suffering, passion, feeling for or

u'ith another. Consideration mn.eans the act of sit-
ting down and t*hittki»g tegether: " 1Corne let us

reasofi together gbout thest things." Can you find

two nobler.words than these, or better itînstrative

of the spirit tInt should prevail between teachers

and students?
And now let nie briefiy recatt a fcw points: If

orking out the problein in arithmetic patiently
id persistently is hclPing to forin the boy's char-

:ter, the answer is of secondary iniportînce; if an

ýnorable ambition is stimulatcd wfthin hini by bis

aidy of histoir, facts and dates may be left to take

ire of theinselves; if his reading lesson, begets a

eal for the study of literatureé azid the abilhty to use

lear, correct and concise Engih, the use of corn-

~as and infiections, even the moral of a story, that

have seen teachers sometimes lbr to infict ont

atient children, will .corne naturally enough; and

mally, if the study of natural science or any subject

eg ets the habit'of intelligent obser'4Q and cear

hinking, the use of books* and appqratus wl1 be

~mply justified if thé investigatiiig spirit of >teac4lers

Litd studénts make these only the means to-secure
mi end.

And now let me corne to a f ew thouighlts closely

related to our home. surroundings. I. have uaid

that'the key-note to ail patriotisrn, worthy of the

naine, must be the pride we take .in our ownconm-

nnunity, and the labor and sacrifice we devote to-

wards building it up. " It is iwoacterful," ,says

Prçsident Ellic#t of Harvard UJniversity, idwhat

smati personal gifts may becoime the means of cotn-

spicuous service if only they get discovered, trained

and app.lied." Now, this problem-O.w to train

every personal gift,, no matter ho.w sitaill, how to

giea fair chance of develpitttthspca
needs and aptitudes of every boy and girl in the

schools to-dayý is one wocthy of your clpset study

and your highest ambition. Tie school tht is to

discover and deveiop the speciai gift, and' capacity

of each student in it, and so train that gift and

capacity that the highes.t product of. civilization is

the resuit, is iargely an ideal school yet but none

the less to be sought for because it is ideal.

In,. the ,strong competition that .distinguishes

every phase of oui busy miodem life, there is a de-

unand that our -education b. made as practical. as

possible. And by apractical oducation we do not

nieceýssarily- mean that evcry boy or girl shall -be

trained ini our schools for a trade-or a profession,

or for the sole object of, nmakung mopey, or even

making a living. We mean, or should oran, that

each student shall be so trained that he fie ltr

into the activities of. modern life eand thought, each

one in bis own sphere,,and each.one as a rooci mna-

or womnan prepare<l to -do honest and effective work

therein. 
1ý î ý

I need not here remind Nova-Scotians o)f.the.

nîany naines ofthose whoihave been in honor to

the land, which gave themn birth, naines of umen who

have been connectcd with the. history and puicl

lie not only of the province, but of every land

where the Engiish tanguage ia spoken.
Nova Scotia is said to be, in- the variety c6f. its

prMilctions, the richest country in the world. Its

ht sthe, moat interestiflg of any province of

W tthen, sbould be the attitude of the st udents

in the schools towards their own country? Should


