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Convention of B. 0. Municipalities.-(Continued). of land ta pay the taxes. Where half the propertles affect-ed are usually vacant lands. Ta take such an Act andbest ta guess at the meaning of certain of the sections adopt It here, 1 say, seems to me ta have been the heightof these Acts, some other Solicitor guesses differently and or folly froin any practical standpoint. In lits very nature,then the Courts, often at great expense, guess last, and from its very structure, it Is almost impossible for amend-because this last guess is final.,- it becomes the law. What ment without destroying those portions which are work-I am attempting ta point out is that all this uncertainty, able, and I think 1 am nat only voicing my own opinionall these costs, might be avoided by the simple expedient but that of the MunicJpal Inspector and of every Solleitor,of using Precise English In the Statutes and hàving a and every Clerki, who has worked at or under this Act,clear eut, definite idea of jurisdiction and a similar clear that the whole Act, should be re-drafted and made suit-cut definition of procedure run through all the Statutes able to the conditions of life peculiar, ta British Columbia.aff ecting Municipalities. Then the principal Act Itself. The Municipal Act needsWe are tac much accustomed to think that the whole re-drafting. The Commission of 1913 did net re-draft lt,Statute law regulating municipalittes is to be found in the they amended it slightly In certain particulars. In theMunicipal Act and the Local Improvement Act. But morne very nature of such an ý Act,, however, It is' always in aother Acts are very little less important. Let me show more or less liquid state. Prom the very Inception of theyou how some of these other Acts affect municipalities Act in the Victoria Incorpation Act of 1860, no session ofand affect the construction to be given ta the Municipal the Legislature bas passed wtthout some amendment be-Act. ing made te it, and this Is necessarily true of any Act saThe Shop Regulatlons Act appliesto certain shops, cer- closely fdentifled wlth the dally iffe Of the people. Timestain other shops are or can be regulated under the Muni- change, customs change, manners change, the dally habitsc1pal Act-Why not have these altogether in one Act? of life of the people change from.tlme ta time, and theThe Milk Act is uncertaln and Indefinite in the one Municipal Act necessarily changes W.Ith thein. For in.point whieh ought ta have no uncertainty or indefinite- stance, up to five years aga liquor. licenses In restaurantsness. What IS the limit, or the boundary of the Jurisdie- were avallable for the sale of liquor twenty»four heurstion of the Police Constable, the Sanitary Inspector of the per day. A study of the varlous amendmentS for the put'Municipality, and the Provincial Realth authorltieS re- flve years shows the trend of publie opinion from year taspectIvely? TheY Seem ta overlap each other ta such an year until after next year there no nes Of anextent that often the very thing almed at preventing ls Liquor License Sections In the Act at all.not prevented bepause.each seern ta tbink that the other's But wh1le Amendments are from time ta tlme neceg.juris[dictlon might be invaded by any action. Part of ý the sary, the very amendment Is often a source of wsakneseed te prevent the sale of 1clauees design mpure milk are and net of strength. We amend those abuses lyln'g at ourIn the Mllk Art, moine In the Municipal Act, some In the door, those whIch come wlthln the gambit of, our ownPublie Reaith Act, te the great confusion of the officiale experience, and often the very amendment whieli eradi-icàtion of law suits.the MultiPI 

ates one abuse, creates another.The law,ôt hlghways bas through varfous améndments cof years, become Involved In extraordlnary confu- Amendments sometimes, 1 had almost said orten, areSion. The Highway Act, the high-way clauses of the Land made without a due conception ef their bearing on therést of the Act, and a second and a thIrd become absolute-
IteglotryAct and the varlous clauses of the Municipal IV essential thereby-and sooner or later comes a time
Act dealing wîth,.hlghways, the clauses of the'Local Improvement Act relating ta the eXpropriation,, of lands for when the original scheme of the Àct Is lost sight of, underhighwaYs, 'the registration of conveyancei required, the the burden of the Amendments, ind confusion results.publications, etc., are aboolutely and utterly Irreconellable, Whatever may be the reason, and ft may net all be dueand If no amendMeût lm made then some day at enormous to even necessary amendment, 1 submit that the time hasexpense, some MunicIPalitY Wlll have te have the Courts arrived when a re-drafting of the Act, a consolidation offind sanie hlgt"WaY thraugh thàse Actg. the original w1th all the amendments-should be made and,The waiérAe,,1914, deals with Muntcll)allties both as for thege and many other remons*te water for lightfng and'for Irrigatiom If it stood alone (A).-The procédure of assessments of taxes,ý collectionit fol=$: a falriy complete code, but the water and irrlëa- of taxes and sales of land for taxes ls most euriongly In-tioýn sectfems of the Municipal Aet also purporrt te bc com- volved and perprexIng. 1 venture to asoert that actingplete l.n.thèMBelv8g and tt 19 OUIY bY cireful analysis, and for an owner 1 conId upset at least fift7. Der cent.thé pIacjngýof thé two Actg togother thaton .e càn arri sales Of land fer taxes In the Province, simply ýbe of theat any dellnite conclusion as te thè DO'Wers, juriediction the obscure Wordlngof njany of the sections when réadand authority of the, munielDaUtles. and the amount of with other sectlonst POr Instance, and-At le net necôssarysupervision and central te be iwMected, en .the part of the te niultfffly lnstan-ces, flèqctloü 54. SUI).goettonGOvernm6ntý. otthe Province. w las, rurport15to glvO the Ccuncfl PO'wer to'regulat#3 thé mode of asgess_tor contraà1ctory Âots. Theiýe. are other Actý filk"ànd the mode & collection. but section 205 and follorw-whiçh aISO 'wOrt contradictions in Pràetlce but their effect 14R sections do net allow aË3ý latitude WhateVerý gecttenlu, less wtd"prMd and 'P9rhalm leSý dangèiims- ý at the 54. vubýs«tIon JIBO WOuld allow, tho gàme rate te be leviedpresent tiýme. 

Imnrovementg -as On land- If ft OtOcd glone, bût Sec-IButthere lm one Act aboveall ôtheïm, thm,
è_,to Solfoltmlý for Municlpelties '.source Of Rn- tien 201, RaYB lt %hall net bê mote than fIWý -ber tent. An-noyanc a 'Ooýirce. of 'Joy nther Instance of lan amAlàdýnt Oùand Proft te 1 Solicltdri; who have SOM& llküo*ledge or the operatlon of thé 0149,1nal. Md, te onmuntcipal lÊàw but no municipal donneëtfànb. it IS the whole of thlo'nhaàëof the Act. Thé ecllt«br t'akèËt ýa! 118kLocal ImPrOvement Act. This Act, foréed ùpdpb us In »Is of damage actions far In -èàéesab a Commission, of è"ellent 1awyen eofth nô Výerj jetl-, Tt certainly Is timè thls pýrt'OÉmiate, 1nunicipai experiAncia, -was taken uP bOdOý.' "rd With the rest of the act,for «ord, ýfroM the lomtar,10 ý Xêt. 140W it më-Y 1-é, and Prob- (BI.--:-The exnropilatfon -la dje lx àtgôod Act fer a ýAtt1ed Provlnce, aeplkable only 01 n. 9 "au: the: Injurielli âf.ab p 

feettfon ef lands, and the comptniqation of .,ôwhérs xtdte 'Jowns there, and wbere thege t4tles, and 'q rhifmtÎons theiefôr. are not Iti the shapéarc, Setiled 010"17 RUd hevé býen for many nian aftynr abDOIi1teàý Wouldlays thWhere little Or nolle Of' the lands affectèd: réaierf le of fhe diffeeencê la this, làtiku- n or' 'te *oiiovacadt, wher6 few, If allY, Ot the prnpertl.em chaiffl huM Ac4. partlr heciquie of. ameudmentie designed te fm#roveé,du]rtag the lifetime Of'the 4e4nturesý whem 1)erhaps the and Iraernvtng one "CtIon thesby'Vje am close in tonch wfth thefr Municipal autbGri.- const oubte on theDO d whère speculative local im Ofhers, tt"e "nglish, authoAtiée, aýë lictties, an proyemeuts are Drac.TbIs Act ls doubtleps a reuonvýbIe -work. vaflable for guldancé nna Our owrLdeclPilon of the Court' of A'ppeul 'n'tbutýt,njeuüre, bift 10 teke'an AÇtý fromý guch a âettin?7'and oenellý"Irt4al, loil to doubto as te hý>W fplace it hereý In a'ne*, Ommtl7;"Whete isp.e.cula-noýn In rea] COngo)fUttom Act ., 1#.ip ar, -it ai ùll, the"tetels rite, ,WIW e or bLuýii IACQgither ùnbound d PlIcablé. ThA',k TffiDrovement »t ma,ý, O'r MOY nQf 'he aDfflicable to oeiet
dePr"0ict'ï im', tlUé ' Orderý'Of the 1 ére Our troeB are the, 10 eldn>ëd > thenot t1XA4. IWUer6, laid là ýyorth, and "ffi emril for'one thon. grajnst the dàMtg j ' , LL -

the owner. All the way th-iaUgh
sand tji0,týars plir'l[>Ott, foot'ofté, im scia fO'r, t=og theme ige, tous a ffelleitot totWo y«jUýdXeý b«oûoe 1w tee tebeý141reen"ottgh et tbe ývi9üe tb1ýouh. %4îe and(continuei on pfiýý


