
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL.

delivery of the Gospel mîessage. He lias to deliver
the nid message but in a way that it shall cotine
with new force and power to those wbo hear il. Lt
is his task to present flot religions truths in the

abstract or uninteresting formi, 1)ut to 1 resent thetn
totîched with eniotion, winged witb the ctlergy aud
power and the dynainic force of the pcaciter's own
inid and sorti, so that thcy may strike other sonis,
and imipress thein, and influence theiti, and finally

win themn to good. His work is flot so inucît to
impart knowledge as to inake more vivid wbat is

already known, and te transmnute knowledge iuto
life. What faculty, then, of rnud aud beart are we

to cultivate ?There is oue tuat bas been long kept

in the background because il was supposed to work
against truthful preaching rather tbait iii its favor,
but which of late has been receiviug more attention

than formierly, viz., imagination. As Prof. lilackie

says, I 1 nuch fear nieither teacbers nior scbolars
are sufficiently iiinpressed witb tbe importance of
the proper training of the imagination. Sonme tbere
are who despise it altogetber as having to do witb

fiction rather titan with fact, and of Io value to tbe
severe student wbo wishes to acquire exact knowl-

edge. But that is not the case. Counityonrself niot
to know a fact wben yoti know it took place but
tben only whien you see it as il did take place !

Imagination mnay l)c deftnied as IlA mind of

passion, the tbinking of the bieart.' It is tbe facîmlty
o f tbe mind whicbi secs, mirrors, retains and coin-

bines tbe ideal images furnisbed by refleétion and

memory, that shines upon the cold and tinwilling

intellect, l)ierces its logic, warmns ils powers and

enables it to see irutb ii aIl bier radiant formns. If

is the imiagination wbicbi lends greatness or inean-

ness, beauty or deformnity to life. It secs God in

the single flowver, or hears Hlmi in tbe sullen roar of

the iemnpesi. l3eneatb its sway one pulpit becones

a Simai, a Lethel, a Mount of Transfiguration, an

Isle of Patmos, wiib kindling and glowing skies,

apocalyptic visions radiant and sweet. Without il

anoiher pulpit is as desolate as a tbeatre wben the

lights are out, the players and the innsic hushed.

Il inakes a I)arable, franies an allegory, clotbes tbe

bones of tbe valley with sinew and flesbi, and mc-

populates tbe plain witb living men, touches the nid
tinie with the sýimpathy ot the loving heart, and tbe

patriarclis, prophets, apostles and fatbers live agaiin.

And now somne practical uses of imagination.

One of the nîost iportant functions of imagination
is its powrer to supply tbc natural surrouindings nf
an object, action, or concepition. Tlic power to

conceive a situation is tbe chief clîaracteristic of a

liatural, effective preacher. This situation or back-

grouind mnust be intttitively and insinmctix cly con-

ccived; it cannot tic rcasoned ont, it catmmot bc

l)roduced by niecclanical adj ustient ;it mnust come
fromn imaginative intuition. ()né of the mnosi corn-

mlon violations of tbis fuinction is foinid in the public
reading of tbe Seriptures. If tbe iniister does
wbat be professes to clo-read tbe Word of God-
lie iinnst in cvery \vay enideavor to be accurate. He
ilnusi cunsuit autîmorities, and above aIl, judgc for
imiiself, froin internaI evidence, whiat was tbe real

situation; but wbcen he comnes to read be m nst give
bis imagination soiue freedotui. AIl tItis requires
long and patient study. But tîtat is our work, il is
our duty, yea, it ouglit to lic considered a pleasure.
Tb'le great trouble to-day is that because a mran
knows lic cani read words, lic tbinks bie bas donc
evcrytbing. H s lias doue! notbing ai aIl until hc
bias allowed biis iimag-ination to carry hitn back to
tbe position of tbe writer, and froin ont of the nîidst
of tbat coîtceived situation reads.

Anoilier use of imagination is 10 give a point of
vtew. WVbatever is seen by man is perceived fromi
somie point of view. P>ower to change p)oint of view,
to appreciate or 10 tinderstand tbc attitude of tbe
otber maan, lies at tîte fouindation of aIl appreciation
of trutti. A fruitful source of narrowness in char-
acter and tnonotn and artificiality in expression
is onesidedniess or limitation of ploint of view. To
uinderstand the simiplest object requires that it shaîl
be seen frotu different direétions and] iii varied rela-
tions.

But to turu frotti tie reading of tbe Scriptures
to tbic deliverv of the sermon. Ton often we scitle

down to1 wbat scents a truismn, that the reason why

so little inieresi is taken iii the discourse arises
fmomu the sinftd nature ofnii. Tîtlat nîay beIrn.e, but
before we undertake 10 mnale an attack uipon tbemn it
will bc as well to look afler o0i- owît defences, else
we mnay faîl before the firsi assanît. I know thak

the spirit of tîte agc is cnthnsiastic iii alntost every.
tbinig else, but is cotuparatively cold in religion.
But at tîte sainte tte is it not a tact that mnost

serions are nantactttred to order ? At aIl events

tbey arc not tabricated Iliii ire." They do not
issue glowing and sparkling fromn the living furnace

witbin. Tbey int only siîncîl of tbe laînp, but they

l)ear obviotis miarks of the ianier and chisel.

Their power is rnîecbanical and earthlv, not vital

and divine. Ton often a large portion of tbein are

iortnid of the inost commonplace niaterials collected

here and there froin old piles of mental rnbbish.

It ttîay be said ni thein as it was said of the poemns

of a certain atithor, that Ilthey are very pions and
very poor.'' (rtbodox emnugli, pcrhaps, but like
tbe bones secti by lzekie1 in tbc valley ot vision,
very dry. What we tîced alomîg with God in us tu
awakcn ii tlic soul liigber conceptions, purer iti-
stinîcts and loltier aspiratiomns, is flice power of im.


