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wbich woid possess vitality with perennial youtb.

Let uis see in wvlat tbis strcngtb consists ?

The governing body is so constituted that cacli

individual minmber is always chosen on accotunt of

a nîanifest strong desire on his part onh, to prornote

the best intercsts of the institutin. The trustees

have ahways aéted together in complete lîarmony,

andi tbe Board bas always been fortunate in the ap-

pointinents whicli if bias mnade. Speaking as a trus-

tee of nearl- twerity years' standing, although 1 can

wcll recaîl the faét that thiere have been long and

carncst discussions, 1 canuot remnember a single de-

cision arrived at during that period whicb was not

unanirnîous. The saine may be said of the Univer-

sity Council-a body tbat bas înany important

quîestions ho consider, and lias nieyer failed to adjust
with judgnient and ability every matter on which its

decîsion was requircd.
The seleî5tion of tbe principal and Professors by

the goveruling body bas been justified to the fullest

extent by the resiilts attained. Tbey are unex-

celled in their several spheres. It is impossible to

spcak too highly of their devotion to diity, tlieir at-

tainmients, and their untiring labours iii pronioting

the advancemcent of the University and the well-

being of tbe students.
As i look< back to the succession of undergraduates

whicb 1 have krîown, 1 feel a pîide in exprcssing tic

satisfaation with xvhich 1 have regardcd thern, and I

miay well doubt if their superiors with respect to

conducýt can anywhere be found. I caîl ho mind

witb infinite pîcasure tbeir subînission to wholesoifîe

discipline aîîd their personal. propriety of mnarner

I do not forget thieir prowess on tlie campus any

more than their behaviour in tie leétiîre rooins.

Whatever thc cause tbere lias grown up aînongst

them an esprit de corps, to icad to the inost kindly

feelings, the one* to the other, and to create the

strongest tics of attachimcnt betwecn the teachers

and the tatiglit. 1 dho nnt helieve tbat in this respect

any institution could be mîore higbly favoured.

And wben our students finish their University

career and icave as graduates ho take their places

in the battle of life, they invariably carry witlî theîîî

as a perpetual possession the pleasantest rnuorics

of the days passcd within these wails. It is not pos-

sible for university mnen in any part of tbe world to

preserve stronger attachments ho their AIma Mater.

1 trace as the cause which more than any other

bas contributed to this condition the strength of

purpose developed in overcomning the vicissitudes

experienced in the history of this seat of lcarning.

It appears to he a law governing rnankind that the

highest devehopment is not attained when the con-

ditions of existence are the easiest. Great races

are not nurtured on iuxurious indolence. History

and the experiences of iînanity sustaîns the

theory that it is in stern and ruiggcd region s, in mn-

kindly clirnates, that irian attains the highest range

of physicai and intelleàual developînent. The

evolution of character undergnes its inost favourable

changes, flot with those baskirg- in sfiflfi clinies,

but witli men broîîght iîîto activc coîîflict witlî ad-

verse circunmstances. It is the. necessity of persist-

ent effort which best develops energy and those

sterling qualities xvhich tend to mnan's elevation.

The iaw appears to nie to be universal, and in my

judgînent it is the operation of this law which has

influenced and wjil continue to influence in no limit-

ed degrcc the moral atmosphere which pervades

this University. It is the struggles throuigh xvhich

this University lias passed to maintain its dignity

and accomplislï its mission that we may trace the

secret of its success. Without the settled purpose,

;vhich neyer was lost sight of, it would have reserin-

bled a steamner with a l)roken shaft, or a ship with-

cuit a rndder, drifting in mid-ocean at the iercy of

wjnds anid currents. Oui- fixed purpnse continues

to lie the attainiment of the highest repUtation as a

seat of learning. We have always teit that this

purpose is only attainable by steady resolution and
persistent zeal.

Like maux other institutions of the saine charaéter

in this arnd other lands, we owe our foundation to

the public spirit of men of the Presbyterianl formn of

wurship. Our Divinity Hall continues to give the

teaching of this branch of the Christian Cburch,

and it forms a înost important part of our usefulness;

but it constitutes only one facnlty of the University,

and the distinîétive charaéter of flie teaching is at-

tachied to this facnlty only. That the other facnl-

tics are separate îrîay be implied from the faét that

the professors and stridents are of every form of

Christian faitb. Tbe number of students in the

Faculties of Arts, Law, Medicine and Praéticai

Science, comipared with the Divinitv students, are

as 500 to 33.
The Facnlty of Arts inuist ever be the central

Faculty of a University. As elsewbere, it is our

mnost prominent featture, and w'e bere find the pre-
ponderating numrber of students being trained for

civil life. It is in tbis faculty we are doing the înost

important educationai work fur thie coînmunity at

large, and inoreover we are doing it without cost ho

the state. We are successfully carrying on a seat

of learning in ail branches of literature and scien-

tific culture unaided by public money. Wc arc un-

dertaking the bigher education of Canadian youth

witbout help or encouragement froii the state, and

and we are performing this exalted duty with per.

fecýt efficiency, in the assurance that as the ycars go

by our efforts will more and more be appreciated.
We cherish the conviétion that we have an in-

portant mission to fulfil in this Dominion, and that


