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A LJOST OPPOTRTUNITY

1 net ail old frieîid yesferday, anîd
as ilearly as t cn repa if tit is is what

1w had f0 say:
"'I ]lave nof one iinkind wort' f

iitfer witlî regard fo îny teachers-the
teaclîcîs of a past gencration. Their
faitlifulîiess to dlity, their belief in the,
virtue of h ouest effort, I heir willing-

iness to attcînpf bickli-i aking -%h-eni
straw was dcicd themn, inake me

saieiof îny 0w-n wot'k in these days
of greater opportunity. If they wcrc
in aiiy îay iiarrow or bookisît, it ivas
nof a personial failing. They faitlifully
and înaybc fearlessiy reflecfcd the spirit
of flic tilues.

'Yet, as, 1 look back iupoii wiiaf ive
reccive(I thiin anti place if ovcr against
what we iniglif bave received, as 1 bal-
ance the gains agttinst lost opportunii-
tics, 1 caui 1ut regret thaf the spirit of
the titties tiit nof, iake if possible for

the feacherls to liave a broader ailtd
more generous outlook on lite. 1Jndeed,
T eau but think fliat flic words of th(e
prayer book w-ere iliteii(e(l for thlte
'We have (loue tîtose fhuîîgs whlîi we
ouglif miof to have tiouie, anîd left unt-
(loue flic things which ought fo be (lotie,
and flicre is noa health iII us.' Aîid
again ]et nie say fthaï: the feachers are
flot; fo le cettsired uflduly. Teaching
at best secitis f0 ntie to be a soinewvlaf
fhankless fask, atid iu Ibose (la 'vs ift
niuîsf live betil pa rticîîlarny îrksottî e.

"O thfli w-hole, niy sehool experience
îtîight w- ble tlescribet as itîîiîîferesf-

înig. In if there were few flîills-ex-
Cep~titig sîtel as werIe intditeed by fte
si ippery-el ta twig. Tliings were pa i t-
cd dta 1> or brwvit. Tlhere were no ra ii-
hows. ito golden 1 iglits, no <la zhilt
siileiitot. If I here welte kitîgs and
qnvtets Mlho, iti the guise of lowly ieîî
ad iIiotimeit walIketi ilhe eai'fh, wv mtet
thteta tiot ;if tîtere ivere wonders on1 seal

and ]aIi(l, ive observed fhiett mot. OiW'
bia giîîafioîîs wvcre not kindled flîroughi
thte reatlîng of good literaiifs oui'
souls were not tieligltcd wifhi sweet
soiigs, we iaissed fhe joy of eàrûative

ing if, ai titf is not a licatfless ciitivistii
of the iien and woiiicn wivto fauglit fiCý
schools soîne forty years ago. liîeY
were vicfinis of fthc s-ystemn.

You look as if you dlii ntiol oer-
staîtd ntc. Let nie explaimi inel lbY
ineatîs of au illustration. Yolu ktîoW
how strennious life ivas on flic old 011
fario fartîs, andt lîow unriielieved w-as fli,
iii onotoîiy of wot'k. Thleii -o ai it-

aglne liow sîveef n'eue flic liotrs 011
Suniday înorîings iii siiiiiiit(*r wii ii M'e
wee free fo îvalk fo flic woods a ud e\-

thlen ftat there caille into Ouir lives a
seîîse of ft-eedoîtî. We loved tiuti' i-es
anid grt ss antd flowveîs. We bieathlle

thîe opent ait- aitd ga ze( 111)î1 fhc bine
skv ; w'c looked amid wondered, aiidl
wvorndeted agaitî-bît flic titigedy of if

a-Ill w as thaf fliete w-as nto one fa ilifte
urt tcf iil o iîtfortît. Tual-oigli wue y'icd fo kîtow flic stories of jh roCks,

I Itete ivas ito otne fo exl>la it theit't
Tiiey lie' there vef wvith fteir fossils afll
tIi. ieîdges of graniute, grea t ittfiti0'

abîle, tiseiess botdies, atnd cadi one lIICl
a secret thai shoîl d liive l),emi re(V(leal
fo lis. Antîthfi soi! ttid H a stoti,, blut
Wce itever ie a rd if. 'lle hi rds we sei
Itecttusi' nto onte t auglîf lis f0 love ttii
I>oor, Iiiutid groîîîtd Ilogs, tîtat ilight
liave lieet i la tnil, welte tili 5Iyde-
st loye(d . AI] tuai tire was cttîlitg Mls f9
worshtip i n thIose da;ys, but itohotîY
tantglît mI' ta sinîg ali pa Ma'. ""ite",
el iito I lie sauetuar tV f0 estrov- %0
hf tt( Il II' ftat îaek. 'î'Ie*e ýv the

).(.NI 11 vitîig. uifit ittg intflutence whiil i
titre a lwavs îxetls andî if, Wva , , lt


