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justice and of moderation and fair' play exert a stiong effort

to put this vexed question of Separate Sebools into the

limbo of dead and forgotten issues. There are so many mnuch

more serions matters to unite about that we must flot allow

our national strength and national good feeling to be dissi-

pated in ungenerous sectarian disputes. If the energies and

abilities of our people need exercise let our political leaders

take up the question of the development of the North-West.

How shall our millions of acres be broughit into the market

How can our thousands of inhabitants be mnade millions ? llow

can we put our militia force into proper condition ? How

are we to induce the English people to (livert their invest-

ments f rom rotten South Amnerican securities into good Cana-

dian bonds and mortgageý, ? The Englishi financial papers

are openly declaring that Englislh itîvestuients are leaving

the United States, and they are looking for other fields in

which to place their capital. We want that capital here

badly. Every (lay thîs mischievous Separate School agitation

is kept up damages our chances of getting any investmenr
whatever made here. Our' enemies take advantage of out

dissensions they even fan the flame. Candid friends who

damn us with faint praise now point in the English papers

to these troubles, and prophesy our inability to settle them.

We suifer, therefore, very mucli financially, and will suifer

much more witlîout any counterbalancing advantage unless

a period is at once put to the hypocritical ruade-to-order fer-

vour of demagogic agitation. We appeal to business men,

and mien who have something to lose to interfere before it iii

too late and insist that their representatives give this ques-

tion an immediate i1uietus.

Àlea.li( U 1)tii]as, Fils.

rj HE intiniate friends of Alexandre Dumas, fils, were not
- ignorant of his failing brain-health, but were not pre-

pared for bis relatively sudden death. 11e was a natural child
that bis father legally recognized, so was legitimatized. His
mother was a senîpstress and bad a work-room attached to lier
residence, known to-day as No. 1. Place Boïeldieu. That is >the
bouse where hoe was born and the municipality is preparing
the customary mural slab, in black marble and gilt letters to
record the birthplace of the deceased celebrity-" 29t1î July,
1824." Dumnas was sent to the ordinary preparatory schools
and passed bis hioliday Thursdavs with bis inother ; his father
did not take any marked interest in himi as a lad; af ter quitting
college hie shared the Bohemian life of bis father. In 1845
lie published his first volume of boyish poetry ; "lforty copies
were struck off, and were sold." In 1865 hie married the
Russian princess Narischkine, who adored his genius, as did
the Russian Madame Hauska that of Balzac. I3y tItis mnar-
niage hie had two daughters, both married, but one is a
divorcée. IIis wife died in April last. Six mionthsq later
Dumas wed the daughiter-a dirýo,'riep--of Régliier, the actor.
She has been left a widow-her experiences of înarried life
must be sad-very early.

Although hoe had a splendid town bouse, ct'owded like a
înuseum-and so lacking taste-with ob~jets d'art, lie pro-
ferred his Villa Champflour, at Marly, contîguous to the
palatial residence of Sardou. It is an old, two-storey bouse,
but has a splendid park overlooking Bongiral, that Baden-
i3aden of France, and close to Paris. Some very old trees
are in the park ; there is a bench of somo historical interest
in the garden, that on whicb Madame de Staël stood and
nmade a solomn oath to eternally love the assassin of Gusta-
vus III. One day M. de Leuren, the director of Opèra
Comique, a post lhe obtained tbrough tbe influence of
Dumas père, wrote to thte latter's son to cali on him. Comn-
plied with, M. de Leuren, handod hini a buncb of keys, re-
quested hitn to open a drawer, ai d to read bis will. The
document leagued to him the Villa Cbampflour, and 10,000
frs. a year to keep it up. Dumas fils protested against the
generosity, but like the lady, vowing bie would ne'or consent,
consented. The doath chamber is plainly f'îrnished, witb
family portraits and busts of bis daugbiters. The bed, in
citron wood, and tbe samne used by bis father, and on wbich
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lie (lied aIso, is very stnall. Thereupoît reposed the body of
tbe great drainatist; avais folded across bis heart, bis favouî'-
ite attitude in life ; naked feet, and bis wot'king costume-
a wide pair of pantaloons and a wbite smock. And so hie
was interred. According to his will, no bonours or
oraisons will be delivered ovet bis biot'; to teligious cere-
mony celebrated ; lie wants no cî'ypt in the Panthéon, only
a simple tomb in the cemetry of Père Lachaise or Mont-
martre.

H1e bias left bis wealth te lis widow and twe daugbiters,
sbare and share alike ; bis spiendid portrait by Mlleissoniet',
lie bequeaths to the Louvre ; but though î'epot'ted te be
charitable bie bas forgotten the, Il Pray renieniber the poor."
In the midst of enloginnîs at boiling point, it is diticult to
handle tbe personal character of Dumias ; but as nothing
.shôuid be extenuated, or augbt set down in malice, outside
bis set, lie was not a popular tuan. H1e had a jealous dispo-
sition aîud a bardness of cliaracter that displeased. His
quarrols with all bis play -col laborators are bistorical. He
clainîed to be the only man who unclerstood the nature of
woman ; hoe alone could taine bier. Yet, it was weil known
that if a fax our was to be won frtoin Dumnas, the applictînt
should be prepared to secure the good opinion of Madame ai
first. Dumas was a passionate blIiever in chirotnancy, and
was the patron of the daughter of t)esbarolles the great
authority on palmistry. RecentlyDumas called on the, niow
professional, lady; hie complained that the central of the three
large hunes of bis band "ldid not go well " ; that was Il the
lino of the head," as it is called ; '4 1 feel somie înisfortune
will arrive at thte iidicated side of tny liead." This waIi
two tuottis age. Now, the eloyen doctors called iinto con-
sultation, have not been able to precise the malady Dumas
died of, save ibat something was wroug witlî the brain.
His valet is (lewn with typhoid foyer since several days.
D)umas said lie would like to catch that disease in ordet' te,
experience tbe pleasure of convalescetnce.

As a playwright, Dumnas fils will live--bis roiances do
not court-just as will lus father, that hie always alluded to
as the "lG-Trand Dumas," also go down to posterity as a
tîovelist ; generations unborti will (lovour 11ote ('î'sor and
the T),ois Mhonsqetaires. In point of wot'k l)uînas fils
points a moral ; hoe laboured as a galley slave over bis pro-
ductions ; nover did lie Ilscaulhli" a lino. lis words, like
bis thouglits, wore accoïtchements. For a twelvotnonth hie
would write in bis head the drania lie would transcribe in
three weeks, and if not satisfied with an act, or the entire
work, weuld cooliy set about rewriting alI. Managers had te
snitatcli bis plays to stop that Petîclope industry. Denise, was
the piece tiîat caused hîim most thouglht. Titis labour was.
exhausting, for thue social types creatod by Dumas wete the
result of profound observation and draf ts on lus inner con-
sciousness. Ho was justly styled the father of contompor-
ary drama ; hie revolutionizod the stage: h e fabricated new
and original moulds foi' it, and sliowed how Il casts " wore
te lue matde.

Like Byr'on, Duruas l'ils wien to bed aud awoko iii the
morniug te find liiîqself famous. Af ter the first ropresonta-
tion, Februa'y LI, 1852, Damne aux ('ainé/as, hie was a cele-
brity. He neyer surpassed that chef d'o eire,. is last piece
was Frtcloproduced in Jauuary, 1887. H1e bias left
tiîree incomplete dî'amas, withi directions noever to be repre-
sented. Jndeed Dumas wasconscious of tbosetting oflîisgenius
and feared to risk a failure. For Dumas the character of
womnan was bis specialty ; she was either a fallen angol or a
dovil. For "lMarguerite Gauthior" (Dame aux Camélias)
hoe claimed a Magdaloxîe pity-for "she loved much ", foi'
the wife wbose chastity had been ruitîed by a profligate temp-
ter, lie dernandedthe pardon of "'the woîîîau takenin adultery;'
for the spouse with angel mask and denîoniac temperamen-
Ilkill lier." Fronti around those types, Dumas extracted his
charactors. H1e claimed to be a psychologist, a " soul doctor,"
the director of the consciences of both sexes-for man, as
well as woman, came nnder bis lash - or, rathet', formed tbe
subject of bis thome, for the dramatist only composod those
tbat provoked and forced attention sololy among the middle
and upper classes. Ho was unknown to the populace-but
nor, so bis f athor.

Was Dumas fils a moralisi ? Whether intontiotîally or
not, hoe lias exercised a deloterious influence on society. Jus
first aim undoubtedly 'vas to secure a good subject foîr the

stage ; to bo dashvd off in tbree acts, in sparkling dialogue
and rapid action;- and if a tmoral result flows froin lus san-


