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ers'&nY to march to Ottawa witb the cry
87e UB Or we die,'ý during the budget

debate.
The Premier bas said we did flot delay

parliament to enable us to follow in the
*akeof the United Statas, but we wanted
t0 get the business knowlcdc'e their tarif!
dircnssi 0n addd, fcr the task 1 bat lay before

as Jfruaey tha business knowledge
tht bschitluy corne to us is how flot to do

't oeer, before this reaches your
ea they will ha in possession of the

changes proPosed h)y the Government, anid
Writîflg ini the dark is neither entertaining

trprofitahle. Winter is on us again.
are flot alone in that respect. Along

the Canadian latitudte the samne news coiteCs.
Pre81 Wiflter in the Eist and in the West.
The Canadian roarar borealis bas evidently
refllted of the leniency which hie has (leait
ont to his nartbern subjects for thepast four
rionthB. Bis reign must soon be ovur, and
sinliflg 8pring will are long gladdn al
bearts. Tha past weck bas hean a weck of
atosey in the churces, not only among

Re haactively participata in the mnan-
aeem'n of the churchps and their choirs,

bI ii the humble attendants who partici-
paein th, devotion callad forth durinz
8 5lefl) week. Every cburchi appeared.

~11 crowtie te its fullest seating caracity,
ndthe practical side of the Christian lifti

iChrists Church showed itself by an
Of«ertory Of three thousand dollars on

4ter Sunday. A rush of visitors is ex-
Pected after the rc-assembling of the House
ln the transaction of the ord'inary sessional
buses8 with Parliament,

Otel,1aster Mondlay. VIV.,NDJER,]'.'

lr s0 F CANAIAN LITERATURE.j]

11,ati ccompanying latters are a contin-
,oni of expressions of opinion on the

StIblect of üur literatura.

pe L, E. 1OIC\ING.
Peonrmit me to express my gratifica-
It i t b aring a s are iti a m ov -

Wtefthicb sa antirely comniends
itelfi t),,MY good wi8hes ais a Car adian

Wh 9u in a Canadian UJniversity.
eb.tever tends to promote the welfareand

Of ur country must ha interesting
ttr dIlear to bier children ; and lier litera-tirlthat wbich should, equally with trade,

bOL ber known to the outsida world, and
eraî known the clip to the other, is

lieP8 the ineans ta whicb wa ougbt moat
ati l to wisb prosperity and success.

te'tthat tbe exam pIe set by you wilI ha
'Il the future followed by others.

Ra5ton' ont, ANNIE ItOTlIWELL,.

WQ ee re possibilities for aur litera-
Weaecramped, just naw, for the

OfVebicles ta convey te the public the
tfruit of aur authors. The editor of
r anadian Magazine is doing good

tai the way of stimulating anid rui-
t Il aur writers, ard întraducing

ta appreciative audiences. TiiE
Ilev' tco, bas donc mucb, and the daily
t0, kO8 perp, of late years, have not failed.
nie eeP before their readers, the Rchiave-

tte Of Canadian men and women of ât-
up Bs1ut, until Canadian publishErs make

faitheIr Mfiflds to pay tiheir contrihutors a

.h 01lorarium, they cannat expeot ta get
detproductions of their panse. Cana-

tir Paets historians, essayists and sketch
It r, fIrd ready acceptance of their work

tegreat magazines and reviews of the
te Catuntry and the United States, at

lierative rates. This proves that our

YWorkmen are quite capable of tak-

ing gocd places alongside of the British andi
Amierican masters of tbought. Every
montb froin two to tbree foreign publica-
tions are enricbed by the writings of aur
ewn authors. This fact sperks well for
our mental output, and it is Hatisfactory to
find that every yaar, new metn and wamen
are coming upon the scena, and adding
thair namnes ta the already very respectable
Iist of litterataurs balonging to our coun-
try. 1 do net balieve in the idea, that
until Canada is an îndepeudt nt nation, she
can neyer bave a literature. Considering
our naturai limitations, sparse population
and the want of a large wealÉby and leisure
claie', our people have douée wonders, and
kept very gooti Pace with the intellectual
progress and developmient of the century.

ý(I1ebec. iEOPII<; STEWART.

The relations of the universitias ta the
develepinent cf literature have always
semned te ie, te be tee little considered.
Thay can deo much te quîckan our
biglivr appiiations and te guide aur taste
as welI as ta cultivate oui, intellectual
facultieq.

The vé,ry fact that aur universities are
sbhowtnga an interest lu aur literature
must, when known, bave a good etfect, and
tce plan youi bava chosen for tI'at end de-

serves the fullest recognition and encour-
ag ment.

You give me a compreltensiva subjcct
for a latter when yau ask mc ta write of
C'anada's contribution te the prose litera-
turcs of the Frcnch and Eng]lisb-spait king
worlds. The pioncera of the Old Ragime
wfere mostîy endowed with the wniter's gift
and saine of them laft important works
froin which historians of latar generatians
wera ta draw. Charlevoix had no incan-
siderabla library ta consult as te the course
of avents in the writings of Cartier,
Lascarbot, Champlain, the Rtcollet, Jasuit
and Sulpician Fathers and several adminis-
tratars, saîdiers and explorera wba wrota
concarning the discoveries and axperiances
of themacîves and their companions. Saine-
of the explorera of tha British paniod hava
also handhd the pan of the raady writar,
and Mackenzie, Hlenry, Sir George Simp-
son and others have left us admirable
accounts of their adventures in tha great
West and te vast North.

But aur prose literature, properîy spaak-
ing, did not hava its inauguration hafora
the, Victorian ara. A long list could ha
made of the reprasentatives of Canada's
achiavament lu tha variaus classes inta
which prose literature may ha divided-
lîistory, hiography, fiction, essay and criti-
cism, constitutianal histary and comment,
scientific exposition and technical writing.

Saine authonities may question the
right of ail these sub.jacta ta ha cansidared
literature ; othars include under that tari
whatevar is comimitted ta writing, whether
it came under the bead of knawledga or
of imagination and without regard ta styla.
In a sensa, bath are carrect. Every sub-
ject may ha said ta hava its literatura, and
froin this standpaint literature is manifold
and all-emhracing. But when we spaak of
prose Iiter.ture as sametbing ta ha
encouraged, ta ha praud of, sarne-
thing witbout which (lu alliance witb
paetry) na country bas raacbed a bigh
plana of civilizatian, we surely mean sanie-
thing mare than that whicb bas anly the
foai of boaks, however nacassary or in-
structive. Unbappiîy this difference la taa
aften forgatten, net in Canada anly, but in
greater centres af literary culture. What

it is tbe duty of thbe universities and th-
press ta encourage is not mera hook-making,
nor the indiscrimiinate admiration of al
that I ears tbe shape of a bock.

To show wbat proportion of aur prose
writings may be descrving ta rank as liter-
ature in the higher sense would, even if 1
dared ta pronounce sncb a verdict, ha no.
easy ta8k. I cannot do better, under the
circuinstances, than ta refer the inquirer to
the critical survey of aur litarature in al
its departinents contributed by Dr. Bouri-
not, (.M.G., in bis work, IlCanada's In-
tellectual IStrvngýth aud Weakness," which
deals very fully with the wbaîe subJect thus
indicated.

There is just anc point on wbich 1 wili
venture an observation before I conclude
this rathar long lettar. What is the hest
way ta evoke and guide literary talant
wben employed in prose composition 1 It
is bardly nacessary ta insist that ta axcal ici
literature, or ta become known as a writer
can ha the aim of but one out of many of
those wbo attend tba classes of a collage.
But every student who takas (or whathar
lie tako or flot) a clagree ougbt ta ba taugbt
ta write as wall as speitk not only correctly,
but clearly, vigorou8ly and witb sorma un-
aflected approacb ta the style of tbe hast
madels. There is notbing mare pitiable
than an educated man (so-called) who is
unable ta use bis pan with facility. There
is now, as ever, a divarsity of gifts. A
student may bave a ganius for mathematios,
for physical researcb, for the study af Ian-
,guagas. But unless ha learns ta marshal
bis tboughts eflcctively, lie is always at a
disadvantaga. lis undargraduata years
give hlm opportunitias for learning ta write
which ara net likely ta recur in later lifa,
and the advice of the Roman poet la stili
opportune, onîy that for us the hast modela,
ara not Graek, but thosa of our mother
tangue. From aIl the literatu.s that wa
have admission te through the gates of
languaga wa mnay, indacd, laarn mare or
leas, and froim Graek aven toa dsy net laast.
But to write Our own tangua well wa must
giva loving study to the masters and makers
of it. With thosa masters, mareaver, aur
Canadian writers must ha cempared, if we
wotild judgc thain on their morits. Saine
of thein bava notbing ta fear framn sncb
comparisan, but thasa ara tha faw. As a
rule, aur Canadian prose writers pay tea
littie attention te style. It would ba easy
ta pick eut sentences fromn aven raputable
works that no leniency could excusa. The
Yaung learner should be taught ta avoid
such constructions. Re wilI, howaver, find
much te admire in aur prose writera af the
higher class and the more the wanlcs of such
writera ara studied and prizad, the higher
wjll thea ttainable standard of excellence
ha raised.

.rOIIN RZEAII.

TIn the first place, aur prase, like aur
versa, daas nat deriva its interest front its
power campared with the standard produc-
tions of Eurape. In that respect we need
ta ha very madeat, undead, having accota-
plisbed littla if anything great,, exoept the
humerous works of Halihurton, and par-
hapa Kirby's "Golden Dag" in sael
aspects. Its intere8t la ta ba faund in the
fact that it comprises the beginnings af a
scbaal of wark and the first intellactual
niovemants of a naw country. In saying
the beginninga of a scbaol of work, 1 mean
that in this quarter of the globe we bave,
hesides aur heritage of the warld's thought
and prableins, the task hafare us of trains-
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