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sare peouliar, and unless very much maligned
there is great danger that neither want of
evidence to warrant extraditiou, nor over-
scrupulous adherence to the terms of the
treaty touching procedure afier extradition,
can always be relied on to save those who
may have fallen under the Tmperial sus-
picion or dislike.

By a resolution recently passed exprese-
ing its cordial sympathy with the purpose
of the American Congress in authorizing
the President to conclude treaties of arbi-
tration, and its hope that Her Majesty’s
Government would lend a ready cc-opcra-
tion in the movement, the British House of
Commcns has put itself on record in favour
of & peaceable and sensible method for the
solution of interrational difficulties which
must assuredly grow in favour as the world
grows wiser. The cablegram says, wore-
over, that Mr. Gladstone * concluded with
an eloquent appeal for a moderation of
claims as the most effective means of pre-
serving peace.” This most sagacious sen-
tence strikes at the tap-root of the whole
difficulty. Much is t9 be hdped for from
arbitrations, even when conducted as that
now in progress in Paris is being conducted,
and as a previous memorable one be tween
the samwe great powers was ccnducted, but
it is nevertheless evident that there is a
serious incongruity hetween what one

~might suppose to be the under-lying prin-
ciple of arbitration and the manper in
which the representatives, or rather the
advocates of the two nations go about their
duties. The ideal arbitration would be one
in which the strife between the two parties
should be to see which could in the most
fair and friendly spirit aid in bringing out
the simple facts—the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, in the case
in hand. Why should not a great nation,
like a truly honourable and upright man,
be just as anxious to do justiceas to get
justice. How much of this spirit has been
apparent in the conduct of this arbitration,
and which party has shown the most of
it are questions upon which it would be
unseemly for us to offor an opinion, but
a comparison of the methods actuslly used
with the ideal standard is very suggestive,
and sets in a etriking light the wisdom of
Mr. Gladstone's remark,

As was generally expected, the firat bal-
lots in the German election leave the situa-
tion almost as uncertain as before with
re‘erence to one great issue, the Army Bill,
As was expected, too, the chances appear to
be somewhat against the Government and
the Bill, Meanwhile, the Chancellor and
his Master seem to be as determined as ever
thet the Bill shall be passed, though the
members of the Government are careful to
explain that when the Emperor declares his
determination to effect its passage he in-
tends to use only constitutionai means,
whatever those may be. To readers at this
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distance it seems strange to hear of Dr.
Miquel, the Finance Minister, and others
on the Government side, discussing the
question as if the people’s objecticns to the
increase of the army were based solely on
pecuniary grounde. No doubt the burden
of taxation necessary for the suppert of
sach armaments must press heavily upon
the masses. The question of ability to bear
increased taxation canuot be determined by
a comparison of the taxes paid by the Ger-

-mans with those paid by the French or

Datch. The relative wealth of the peoples
would need to be also taken into account.
But the repoits brought across the water
must have been strangely misleading if the
popular aversion to the measure does not
have its origin much deeper—in a growing
dislike of the spirit of militarism itcelf,
which is taking the mass of the young men
from their homes at the most critical period
of their lives, just when character is being
consolidated and life-purposes formed, and
no doutt in very many cases just when
their services are needed by their parents,
Then, again, the question must continually
suggest itself, Where is the rivalry going to
end? Every increase in the German arma-
ment will, no doubt, be responded to by a
still grcater effort on the part of France
and Russia. Can life be worth living when
the whole nation has to be perpetually
maintained as an armed camp? Is not
this one of the chief contributing causes of
the rapid growth of the dreaded Socialism ?

A good deal of discussion has been had
of late with reference to the Canadian Sen-
ate, and some curiosity is expressed as to
what action, if any, the Liberal Convention
may take in regard to it. Were the Con-
vention representative solely of the opinions
and sentiments of Ontsrio Liberalism, we
presume the verdiet would be pretty nearly
unanimous in favour of its abolition, as be-
ing the unnecessary fifth wheel to the Con-
federation coach. But what view of the
matter may be taken by the Liberals of the
smaller Provinces remains to be seen. As
is well known, the Upper Chamber was
originally devised as a safeguard of the
rights of the small Provinces, which were.
linble t2 find themselves at any time hope
lessly out-vot:d in the representative Cham-
ter. Any attempt to do away with it in
the earlier years of confedsration would
have at once raised the cry that the liberties
of those Provinces were in danger. It is
now generally thought that the emaller
members of the Confederation have pretty
clearly demonstrated tbat th:y are fully
capable of tiking care of themselves in the
Cor>mmons, and we do not r:member that
any case has yet arison in which ths Ssnats
has been invoked in defence of the rights of
threataned Provincial minorities, or has had
occasion t) prove its usefulness for the spe-
cific purpose inlicated. But whether the
representatives of the smaller Provincesare
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