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did net know beforehand what was to he sung. But, at any rate, he
neither sat down nor uttered any protest. Probably he did flot dare ;
but this consideration only brings out more clearly the sense of the meet-
ing. Lt may bie interesting to our readiers to hiear Mr. iBright's opinion on
this subjeet, and we give it:

"l t is a song," says tlic veteran Liberal leader, Ilwritten obviously te
glorify the men guilty of the Fenian outrage and murder committed in
Manchester on the lSth September, 1867. 1 amn net sure that The author
of this song was flot present; et least three members of Parliament are
reported to bave beon present, one of whom, the member for Huddersfield,
was or is, or is expected to he, one of the whips of the present Opposition,
and of the new Oovernmont which the disappointed and the hungry are so
anxiously looking for. 1 will not reason with the tbree members or the
expectant whip. I know their case and they know it. But 1 may reason,
nlot with your frantic public meeting, but with the tbougbtful and moral
men, whe were in former days many, and who, I hope, are not a few
among the electers of your once honoured constituency. Are they pre-
parod to glorify the actors of the Fenian outrage of 1867 ?1 Will they join
in singing the praises of men of whomi even your editor says, 'They rightly
paid the penalty of the homicide of which they were guilty' 1

For the present our painful task is Pnded. Who doua nlot wish that
these facto could bue disputed, or that thu inferences from themi wure less
certain l Alas, it is impossible to hiesitate. The facts are indisputable,
the meaning of tbemn is plain. Did we say tee much whien we declared
that the Boycottera ani a large proportion of the Home Rule Party are
committed to the policy of murder

THE IJEBT QUESTION.

TiHE Parliamentary Session at Ottawa is drawing to a close, and conclu-
sions may be arrivud at in regard to the work which lias been done. It
can hardly bue aaid to have been eventful. The sole act of national
importance is the endorsement of the Treaty formulated at Washington
on the question of the fisheries, and its aignificance is greatly lessened by
the evident determination of the Republican Senators to stop its progrreas,
not because they disapprove of its provisions, but because they desire to
obtain materials for an anti-Britisli cry at the coming Presidential ele-
tion. If, however, as appuars certain, Mr. Cleveland will bie elected by a
larger majority than lie obtained four yuars ago, and bis party is strength-
ened, sympathetically strengthened, in both buses of Congress, the
action of the Canadian Parliamient will producu an ample harvuat in
harmony of feeling and freer trade witb our neigliboura than bas been
possible to attain during twenty years past.

Lt was generally beliuvcd wben the Session opened that the Govern-
ment desired to uconomize in uvury possible way and were resolved te shut
their cars against demands for money to bie usud in the construction of
local works. Tt cannot bu asscrted that these good intentions bave heezi
carried out. The addition of $20,000,000 to the Government debt arises in
large part, no doubt, fromn the expendituru voted in past years, but mucb
of it will bu spent on works autborized during the present Session, and it is
evident that the evii bas nlot even beun checked. Wbun theru is nued for
sncb a mneasure as the guarantee of $14,000,000 to tbe Canadian Pacifie
there are sure to bie large simultaneous additions to the debt for the benefit
of the Province of Quubec. Our French fellow-citizens understand per-
feotly when they have the Government at their mercy and take care
te profit by it. This timu it la the assumption of several millions of
debt contracted by the Montreal I-larbour Board to improe the naviga-
tion of Lake St. Peter and provide accommodation for shipping at Mont-
real. An attempt was made to add to this a grant in aid of a bridge accross
the St. Lawrence at Qnebec. It bas buen refused for the moment but will
no doubt re-appear next Session. Thore are already two bridges across the
middle St. Lawrence, more than sufficient for the present traffic, and when
there is nued for more they can bu built much more cbeaply near Montroal
than Quebec. Lt is certain that no national interest can bue servud by a
bridge at Quebec, and that the advantage to that city itself must bue small.
If it is large, however, wby sbould flot Quebec build the bridge berseif
and collect tolîs to rocoup the expenditure ? Tho Chignecto Ship -Railway
bas also received a large grant of monoy. Lt is deaigned to carry vesels
by rail across the neck of land which divides the Bay of Fundy from the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. Residents of tlic Maritime Province assort that
this work will benefit ne one, that it will not bu used, and that in any
case it would bu cheapor to pay the owners cf vessels who migbt use it the
cost cf the voyage round Nova Scotia than te build and mun the road.
But it passes through a censtitucncy represonted by a Minister of the
Crown, and it is te bue comnîenced.

The Dominion bas reached this point : -Ne railway, canal, bridge, pier,
breakwater or harbour can bu built witheut aid fromn tbe Ottawa Oovern-
ment. Very many works are undertaken whieh serve ne goed purpese.
Tbey ewe their being te, the cempetitien of tewns and villages with more
fortunate neighbours. Tbey would net bue tbougbt cf if those who hope
te profit by themn were required te furnish the meney. No town is con-
tent with one railway, it muet have two, and the Dominion Gevernment
is expeoted te furnish a large portion cf the ceat. Harbours are constructed
where there are ne natural facilities and ne business te be done. The
member pushes the dlaim ; it helps bim in bis canvass, and hie may even
get a slice out cf the expenditure for local party purpeses. Hie makes
alliances with others aimilarly sitnated. Wben a vote i8 likely te be close
they cry,fatand and delivur, and the Minister yields. Wbo can wonder that
under such a systemn the public debt should go up by leaps and bounds,
and who can contemplate without dismay its extension throughout the
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North-West 1 To wbat dimensions will the debt have grown when that
vast territory is aupplied wîtbi even tbe rudiments cf civilization at the
cest cf the national treasury ï Lt ia vain te look te the parliamentary
Opposition for a cbeck upen expunditure. A feeble cry is raised wben thu
debt takes a jnmp npwards. Lt is popular in the general te denounce ex-
ponditure, but wben it cornus te the particular the Opposition will net
resiat any expunditure which benefits some cf their own friends. They
try te upset the Geverninunt by other means, waiting with uagernuss the
time wben tboy in their turn will be able te distribute meney ameng the
constituencies.

In these days cf cbuap money and commercial onterprise, spreadiflg
from the great financial centres te the ends cf the earth, the cases are rare ini
wbicb it is necessary te call for the aid cf the Dominion Government ini
industrial enterprises. Whun a new country bas been oponed up bY a
trunk railway, the construction cf rival roads and branch linea should bue
left te the law cf snpply and demand. If a barbour cf refuge is needed
for vussols in danger of wreck, Government money may fairly bue emplciyed
in its construction, but a purely local port sbould be imiproved by thOe
who use it. These are commercial enterprises wbichi do net caîl for the
aid cf the Gevernmont. Tbey can be constructed and managed more
cheaply and off uctively by local than by Dominion anthorities, and they
wîll net bue undertaken unleas thore is a reasonable prospect cf boing used.
Our American neighbours thruahed out tbe question cf local improveflO
very early in their bistory, and settled it on these lines. Britain, although
a smaîl country easily controllud frem the capital, bas done even leas thafi
the States for such works. Be sure that Canada cannot butter their
action.

Lt la easier te point eut the errera cf the system than te show bcw an
amendment can bue brought about. Se long as the people can pay interest
on the duht the outlay apparently will go on. According te a distinguished
authority it doua net mattur what we owe or bow the monoy is spenti if
we borrow at a low rate cf interest and are able te acrape together enough
te keup cur day with the Britisb creditor. SAVILLE.

HE SWIFTEST THOUG'HT.

O11, sounding winds, that tirelussly are blowing
Threugh the wide, star-lit spaces cf the night!
Oh, eagcr raina, that sweop the distant buiglit,

And restless streams impetueusly flowing,
And clouda that will delay net in thueir geing,

And shipa that sail, and vanish from the aight,
And happy birds that stay net in their flight,

And auna upon their skyey pathway glowing-

Poor laggards aIl! One tender tbeugbt outstrips you:
(o, little tbeught, and tell my love from me

I care for hîm to-day as yusterday ;
Ah, bow ita strength and swiftneas doth eclipse yen,

For new the answer cornes invisibly
And instantly-and in the sureat way!

A. ETHELWYN WETIERÂLD.-

MONTREAL LETTER.

WHCTHER it was zeal for the salvation cf uinfortunate child-widows ini
India, or mure curiesity te aee and hear Pundita Ramabai,' that se vast a
multitude crowded the Qneen'a Hall on Friday evening, only future
accounta will show. Tropical plants and multi-coloured texta adorfled the
platform, where, had abe net been supported by wbite-facud, grimly dreoB5d
western magnates, the dark-visaged Hindu widow, clethed. from bead te
foot in the seft, graceful folda et an immaculate texture, would have
appeared wonderfully at home. After some preliminary speaking, singingi
and praying, the Pundita rose and addrussed us for what suemed over an
heur. Hem' voice is extremely low, and she speaka very rapidly. While
rather shertur than the ordinary woman, Rainabai'a dignity of bear1
and subtle pride that refiecta itself in ber well-peised head, her'eye'5, ber
mobile moutb, many a taîl beauty migbt onvy. The certain gom1ething
people describe as;I "pursenal magnctism," but wbicb after ail is thn
more than sincority cf sentiment warmed by unthusiastn and expresaed
with intelligence, the Pundita pesseases in ne amaîl degrue. Lt was ver
aimple, thia discourseocf hors, delivcred with bardly any aîteration Of toile
yet one ceuld bear the heart-throbs evor and anon, and thon w0 uîdafl
8oMe softly spoken words et scatbing sarcasm. w

After telling us about the enigin et castes, Ramabai explained lo
wemen had sunk te se servile a position in India. Two thousafld yens
ago co-education fionrisbed, but the priests were falliblo, it soemse and te
obviate the borrers cf curtain lectures thuy tound that their wives mut~ be
kept in perfect ignorance. Science and masculine generoaity strengthened
this deciaien by declaring on the one band, woman wau net stroflg ene,-gh
for mental work, and on the other, aho had quite sufficient te do alrealY-
Such being the state cf affaira, it ia hardly aurpriaing te learn that by the
census taken in 1881, eut of 100,000,000 et women only 200,000 cotild
nead and write, and many et these did net boaut both accomplishrnents

However, despite ail her othur privations, bier Europuan sisters per,
plexing dnead et spinsturhood is generally unknown fo the high cal"'
Hindu girl. Ladies unaccompanied by gentlemen, it seema, are forbidd0il
the Indian heaven, but ne objection can bu made if somns lucky miale h190


