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by a violent and changeabl e Press for sbortcemings net his ewn, and joined

to allies wbese co-operation lie could not command, hie refrained fromi

defending himseif, and even f rom explanations, lest the cause sbeuld suifer.

There is littie doubt that Lord Raglan broke his heart because hie could

net perforai the impossibilities that were expected of him. Sucli a man as

hso s pure, so noble, caîsuot bc said to occupy a conspicueus place ameng

the men of this reign. If the words of the old ballad, put into King

Heury's niouth upen hearing, that Percy liad fallen,

1 trust 1 have within my realme,

Five hundred as good as hee,

had been used by 0cr Queen upon hearing of bis death, ne one weuld have

deemed lier boastful. It seems almeist invidieus to single eut a man groat

in abulity as well as in character-Jolin Lawrence. Strikin£r as was the

Opportunity that enabled him to preserve the Empire lie was afterwards

called upen te rule, and, wcll as hie did ail things, lus figure does net

stand out in hold relief; lie mcens only one of many in the annals of the

reign. Deubtless the patb ef duty is stili the way te ulory, and it is an

exceeding joy te flnd it se well trodden. We walk in the footstepa ef

giants-Blake and Nelson- Marlborough and Wolfe-Shakespeae and

Milton-Bacon and Sir Isaac Newton : impcrfect, perhaps, thse best of thenm

at their best ; but more thani tlsey have dene, wlsat can hcroism er linan

genius hope te do î Achievoments tbat wouid once have filled the world

with sounds of praise liave to bear comiparison with theirs, and any

standard almest as high is accepted as a matter of course, until new a

Sir Galaliad would net be remarkable by reason of bis purity, ner an

A.dmirable Cricliton for bis talents.

A highly trained, enterprising Press, lias, made itself an essential part

of Dur civilisation. By its liiht wc read present histcry and Il survey

mankind fromn China te Peru " at least once a day. 0ur thirst is for news

as well as for intelligence, and the supply alm-ost equals tise demand. The

nevom-tiring journalist te oblige us tee often tumas bis lantern ispon

strictly private cencerns, and tee scbIom with the avowed. object cf the

cynic of eld. As a re.suit cf this activity, we finI the record crowded with

petty wrong's and trifies, and it is net always easy te catch the truc

Perspective of men or evcnts. Materiai improvements are solîd and

Obvieus, and tliese are in ne danger cf being fergotten or undcrrated.

Tliere may be danger in our valuing thison tee much on tîseir ewn account.

In that suifering is pmevcnted or lesscned, and comfert and liberty

iflcreased, their goed is unalioed. For mucli cisc our joy is quito as great:

that tomperance has assertod itself as the rule of reputabie life; that

patrietism lias been streng, enough te induce the youth cf the nation in

large numbers voiuntarily te submit te miiitary discipline, with se modest

a mette as Il Defence, net Detianc, ; " tîsat tIse twe grcatest Poers in the

worid, after winning, thei r high place ameng the imiperial races of liistory

largoiy by the swerd, sheuld subinit grave international disputes te

tarbitmatigony of urists,---triuniplis, sucli as theso, gild tise era with

The naine of the Qucen of the great mothor of free nations bias been

heard in ail lands, and is reapected whorevcr known. Tt would ho flattery

to Bay tliat the epithet of IlCGreat" sbould follow it ; but wo beliove that in

tlie long list of lier predecessors there is ne werthier ene. We believe

that a better title could ho ivped te it, and that sbe wouid bo fittingiy

describod as Victeria tlie Goed. Th(, source ef Our hionour and the fountain

Of justice, she lias lionoured hierself by scrupuleusly obeying the iaws she

lias enferced. Sociaily, wliere bier mnonarchy is absolute, slie lias chosen

OIIY wliat was good, and lias steadily frowned upon ail that was net. In

thiS department she bias been persenally a factor in Our upward course.

She lias evrpeinted te botter things, and ledth a;anabvte
str'ife of contending factions and the sound cf manch that is evii, a stili

BISIall veice can ho soetimea heard whispering te ail who came te listen, that

the goed time, wlien iglteousness and poace sîsaîl mieet togoher and rule

thse World, is a little nearer. The glad music tîsat licralds its corning is

heard leas faintly than of yore. The terni Il Utopia," given by hopeful

uiOen for ages te the happy golden time that is te bo, is almest obsoicto.
The visieu and tIse fact are about te ho unitcd ;the new cra is oven new

beginningOut of the dark tise circiing s1uhere,

le rounding onward to the liit

WVc sce not ),et the f ul day here,
We do see the paling night.

Look backward, how miuch has been won;

Look round, how iimucb is yet to 'vin,

TVhe watchs of the night are donc,

Tise watcises of the day begin.
0 fne littie isie is stili the polar star of civilisation, but upon ail who

'hie. benatîs thesaine flag there is imnpesed. the grave and gloriou ake
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maintaining its honour. Devotion te the Crown as the symbol of the unity

of the race, and its niagnificent and awful cause, is the hest feunidation we

can stand upon. Strong in that devotion, we can meet with confidence,

not only the storins in front-these have long been robbed of their

terrors-but the more dangerous breezes fromn behind. Imperial Feder-

ation, Commercial Union, Provincial Rights, and aIl other questions take

their lesser place, te be dealt witli or let aTone, without fear of friction.

Sordid thougýhts are brushed aside, and we risc to the consciousnoss that

we are one, net only in origýin, but in destiny ; that the Empire won hy

the genius and consocratod by the blood of those who went befere us is a

cornien heritage. The cardinal principle of our religion-the brotherhood

of mi- mes our lives ; and whoqoever says that justice shaîl continue

blind and that truth must provail, speaks for ail of us.

As the Qucen is ours, se we and ours are bers. We wish her liealth

and strength long to reign ; and as the beon is beyond even an united

empire's power to grant, we say

Tlo roitie.

il adi to tbee, ia si m'!ad tise grace of heaven

Refors, beind tisse, and on cx ery hand

Enwiscsl thee s oud.
W. H1. CROSS.

LETTEIS IN CA,,NADA.

IT is ne0t my intention te write a review cf Mr. Charles F. Richardsen's

suggestive work on American Literature, theugli the bock is se well done

that an appreciative notice in TEWrEK miglit indc admirera cf rebust

writingý te take up the flistory alod reaJ. it. Mr. Richardson discusses the

growthi and developirimit cf Americani thougýht fromn eamliest times te the

present day in a bold and impartial manner, and thoughi lie aliatters some

of our idols, alm-ost beyond tho point cf recognsition, still cne feels that lio

is just on the, whAeI(, and bis ostiosattes cf tho spirit and performance of

Ansuerican Authomship ,ire in'ido witli candeur and geod judginent. After

1)ovckinck, wbo dons ot criticise at ail, and Tyier's somowhat dry expe.

sition cf tbe letters cf th(, Cu)ioniai period, whicli wearies witbout inter-

esting the reader, unIess lie he an antiquar.v, it is refreshing te get a

volume cf boeot criticismn respectiing a literature about whicli se mucli in

the way of unqualified prais-? bas; 'on said on the other aide cf the line.

There iq one pe)int in Mm. Richardson's first volume, liowever, which mav

be noted in passing. le empliasises the fact tisat, in a ineasure, American

literature is an off shoot cf Englisi literature, and lie further advances the

idea fliat ne lang«uageY( and literature except tise Engliali bas ever put fertis

an effioet in anetlier country-that is, a now iiteramy deveiepment, liaving

tise forai and characteristics which belongy te the parent stem, yet grewing

under essentiaily differcîst anul peculiar conditions. This is an extremneiy

interosting statonient, but it is open te modification. In tlie Province cf

Qýuebec, wo have precisely tisessv condlition of thingys, only the hxnguage

is Frenchi and net Engiish. Frenci C3.nadla had ne literature at ail up te

lialf a century age. TIhlw people roadl bocks, but tliey were the werks of

Froîscl priests and traveilers, poets, and romnancera. Frenchi letters in

Canada were developeri atlto:ge(tier undoer tise reigra cf Victoria, but the

iiteramy spirit lias been ilerived frem France. Hlere we have Britishs

subjocta, living togetiser, anti speaking a foreign ]anguage in a Britishs

Coleny, grewing tep aide by sido with Englishimen, and vet inlieriting their

litemamy tasto frein an ancostry wlsich crossed the ocean two hundred yeama

ago. Few Francli-Canadians canl read Shakespeare with any deIiglit, and

their appreciaticîs cf modern Britishi authoma is but slizht. Mon liko

Frechotte and iRoutisier ausd Faucher de St. Maurice cuitivate purity cf

stylo, and their work is often good csougi te find acceptance in the

pagea of tIse Repvitec/ps Detx M,î?des---tie model whicli is for ever boforo tliir

oves. None cf the, Freneis-Caniadian. writeri are as original as tliey nsight

bo, thougli a French Academoiician thouglit that in Frechette ho dctected

signa cf something in bis isannor witis vhich hoe was quite unfansiliar.

Hie describod it as something Frenchi, and yot not wholly Frencli. Frechette

partiaiiy relioved lins cf bis doubt by su2gesting that the unknown

quantity in luis work miiglit be Canadian. But we have very few Frenchi-

Canadian writers who are se distinctively Frencli-Canadian as Frechette.

le bas gene te France te live, 1 hear. If lie carneps eut bis prosent inten-

tion, hoe may seen loso the very charmi whicb enriclies bis werk te-day.

But time muet determino wbetbcr change cf residence and cf sky is bis

case wiil prove a gain or a loss te has stmength as a peet.

lu fifty yoara' time, the men and wonien cf Frencli-Canada have

accomplislied a great deai for their nationality and language. They have

really succeederi in cmoatin- and fostering a literature among themacives

xvhich is by no eneans despicable. Every department of letters lias been

cuiti vated, thaugl ini the field cf roinance the product lias been- sm.ail and,
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