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THE TURKS AND THE EASTERN QUESTION.
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Orcham carried on the work of conquest so successfully begun. He took E

the city of Nice; overran the remainder of Bithynia, with great part of Mysia; |
advanced his forces to the Hellespont and Bosphorus, and at times broke in on |
European soil. At last he breke in to remain there, and lt‘Lafli(f abo}ut th]:;;
way : Soliman, the eldest son of Orcham, having been app]ox‘nti( ;:;m,']cr‘nf)rlo‘é
the newly acquired province of Mysia, v1sxte'q the spot on . t]m shore \; wre ;;L g,
great and rich city of Cyzicus once stood. The ruins of columns and marble |
edifices scattered over the turf filled him with awe a:nd adm'lralion.‘ > his
heated fancy they were nothing less than the remains of wondrous palaces |

To his |

that the genii had built. This Turk was of a dreamy turn ‘ofy }mlld, a:ld ]ovg_l Il
to wander in meditation on the beach amidst the runs of this Tyre of 1 r(;]l()n[lb, i
He had his reward, as who shall not who gives his thoughts fre)edl’&% ]()nc“
evening as he sat wrapt in contemplation he l)eheld th? ruine .]L:EB <.txm:1>
Jupiter, Proserpine and Cybele reflected by the hght‘of_tht‘ IT'!QO{} lt’l restored |
quil waters of the Sea of Marmora. It seemed to his 'anc_)’d*;bd‘ _ﬂ‘cﬂ ¢ WO} Lt |
city were emerging from the deep in all its ancient glory, 8'; ¢ '“”11 ‘]’: 1 ]:)1(1:
sails of a fleet. The whispering of wind and murmuring 0-'I‘Ya‘?ls rucl fllil

the ear as mystic voices from beings invisible ; while the silvery )eamsdoA ne
moon seemed to bind into one as by bridges the shores‘ of huro;(JIe an ! tsm.
He thought of his grandsire’s dream, of which I have SPOI\IGP, an gCli}mC 3' ::
resolution that both sides of the Straits should be united by him. ! o.m}mn W ta}
not slow to move when once he had found a reason. I'he nc)g nig ﬂ:,dvctlhu
a chosen band of forty, he crossed the strait on a rough raft and seize e

Castle w Chini, near to Gallipoli. |
Acr)lden?ivm\I\)'Z, ;oust fol]o;v the Turk in Europe, bent on further conquest.

And aj] things favoured the plan. Nature herself seemed to war against ();cece:
Great earthquakes shook and shattered the walls of her towns ; thf: n}halgltal;t?
n terror fled to the fields, and the Turks entered as masters. Gallipoli—the

allipolis of ancient geography and the key of the Hellespont, soon fell—thus
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t gave N t little concern at the time, I _ g that he
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ini 3 > Empire and  extended.

establj inian. And so the Empire grew ¢ :
Orcl?grslilegonts}]?g;idb)t’hg u\Svtork of government administration to his brother

izl 2are i hile Orcham
A i 5 zier, or burden-bearer (_)f the nation, w
.]addm, Who was the fisst 1S This vizier established for the first

! conquest. er est 1t _
tir?esealf)gmde pl?nsjlfi(:;rfurfz)}:f:z. I({]e had trouble with his soldiers at first, for
they hald Qﬁ?ﬁ?y 3} the )(liayq of pastoral equality, land mcnkwﬂl notuyxcldl thmrr

“obvi ifficulty they struck upon the plan o
freedom all at once. But to obviate the difficulty they Ircd Cheh !

: e chi he conque
) i i Jam. the children of t i ;
raining o e does i he use of arms and forming them into a

training t| th in t . ! e :
em from early you e o i N .
sel)arati corp A dan);n)z,ible invention, it will be said and it W 1s l»ha dey l]]
ad two chi{(lirs' n I;orn to him at that time : thosc perverted Christians mrnc(l |
into sold; € 4 called * Janissaries,” and gunpowder over in Furope. Al
Pociers and called © grew to be strong and able to

Now the history! of those Janissaries—how they

' 'y would putting down ;
i uld, and whom they wou ’
Tule at Iast, setting up whom they wo iom winning in almost every battle; grew

oW they f ith vigour and fanatic n A . "

in insolgnczufth]t](‘)‘;gg ur%til 2 monarch had them all L}(‘I!’]i;l'l(i’d h) ‘t‘hcr.s\.\ ord. .‘I
have id ) f Europe was favourable to Turkish views of conquest.
Thig 1o o that the state o division of the Roman Impire, of which

veci ‘astern : : ) !
oxlmsst;snfll;%?)?él{v;rsufhch;};?mlia While feeble Emperors resigned themselves to
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the ple f lities of the court, N0
a. orma . y . n-
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tacted, almost ruined, by the herce rivalry of J O!K(;.{ om the Hellespont and
con(Iue’ring way with scarce a check. He advance wr:)no ] S ermabe John
Captured Adriayno Jle in 1361, and it became the' ‘S,L‘ld “.cnb[ to Italy in search
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the city.  And His Holiness promised as usual, but also as usual nothing came
- And His
of th i

€ promise, and the poor king could get 1no ass'smn‘fje;q of Europe and the

In 136 t}’1e first battle was fought between the Hpo t; ‘ians o the. Walla.
invadi“g §l“u3rk The Servians, the Bosnlans, the ; 325 (ririw"e the enemy back
chians formed a league to pursu€ their 1{1d31I:;“d;2§;ed the Balkans, but were
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jaze fierce, proud, warlike
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ﬂights, and sent an army one hundred thousand :'Lo)tgimgo the Dar;ube. But
ought at Nicopolis. The Hungarian army ¥as 8 Hle slanned a campaign into

3jazet blundered, being blinded by his passion- - 1o BTy B 8 his horse
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empire stretchi the great wall of
hean. Bye’f‘:lrﬁgrgg?the egmpire of the Turks was shattered, but not broken.

Mohammed 1. restored it again in its integrity. Other conquests were made in
the reign of Amurath the Second, who twice returned to meet and master Tur-

i kish foes.

I must dwell a moment on Amurath’s son and successor, Mohammed
II.. for he it was before whom Constantinople fell.  He was a fierce
Islamite—had wisdom, strength of body and mind, and an unfailing courage.
He was the most talented of all the Sultans, and because he prostituted
his powers to his passion and his pride, became the most execrable of
them all. - From the moment of his accession his thought was of Constantinople,
his master passion a desire to possess it.  In 1453 he invested the city with an
army of 120,000 men—desolated with savage cruelty all the environs, and shut
the inhabitants within the walls.  The total force ultimately brought against the
To this

caty, including army and ravy, was 260,000 strong. oppose
fornidable host was a gardson of but 8,000 men, who had to defend
a cremt of 13 miles of land and water. The inhabitants numbered

one hundred thousand, made up mostly of priests, mechanics, women and
children. — The Greck King made another effort to gain help from the West, by
offering the Greek Church to the rulers of Rome ; but it failed, the people would
not be transferred.  They had some conscience, and some respect for it too—a
good and great thing always. They said it would be apostacy, which is worse
than the horrors of war—worse than any defeat could be. The Grand Duke
Notaras, the first Minister of the Empire, said he would rather see the turban
of Mohammed in the city than the tiara of the Pope, or the hat of a Cardinal.
It was a most unequal fight. The bescigers—nearly 300,000 strong—well-
disciplined, and well-led by a young and brave commander; the besieged,
scarce a dozen thousand strong, all who could fight being told, and among them
discord and insubordination. They got greatly dejected upon hearing that a
Nun had apostatized to Islamism, and refused to observe Lent; and still more
on hearing that two Monks, having been entrusted with money to repair the
walls, had reserved it for their own use when the war should be over. They
didn’t know as well as we how little Nuns may learn to care for fasting, and
how much Monks may learn to care for money, or they wouldn’t' have been cast
down.  And why shouldn’t they so care? A care for the Church is surely the
first and best of all moralities.” But the Turks were confident. Sheiks and
fanatics predicted triumph, and Othman's dream was told from tent to tent.
The Koran, too, was quoted as giving them promise, * Know ye a city encom-
passed on two sides by water, and on the third by land,” it said, “the last hour
shall not come before it be taken by sixty thousand of the faithful.” And again,
*They shall conquer Constantinople ; the army that conquers it is the best of
armics.”  So spake the great prophet, and the sound was as of a voice from
heaven. ‘The Seripture had said, and it must be—God is God—and Mohammed
is his prophet. ~ With varying fortunes, displays of determination without, and
the courage of despair within, for fifty long and dreadful days the battle raged.
And then came the final assault. It was prepared for—the Sultan and his host of
Turks believedin God and Mohammed —and that there was power that could and
would help them, so they prayed and fasted, and gave a great illumination. And
those in the eity believed in God and Christ, and they prayed and fasted, and cried
to the God of rigit and of batue.  But victory went with numbers and the wrong.
The oppressor triumphed-—the cross was less glorious m.sight than the crescent.
Why? [ know not. Things are strangely ordered. God is God and Mohammed
is his prophet.  Constanunople fell on May 29, 1453. The Greek Empire had
come to an end, having lasted 1123 years, from the time Constantine had called
it the seat of Kmpire, and named it after himself. The wars of the Roses were
going an in England.

Thus was completed the political overthrow of Fastern Christendom and
the breaking up of the Empire of the Greeks. 'The Turk beeame an object of
dread. He threatened Spain and Italy. A comet appeared, supposed to be in
league with the Turk, and the Ave Maria was repeated three times a day——~the
Church bells were tolled at noon in all Roman Catholic places, and the prayer
was made, * Lord, save us from the devil, the Turk, and the comet,” and the
triad cach day were excommunicated in solemn ecclesiastical manner. But
prayers and excommunications prevailed only for one—the comet disappeared—
but the Turk and the devil remained to vex Euarope.

‘The change of mastery on the Bosphorous crippled for a time the naviga-
tion of the Black Sea, by excluding the mercantile marine of Western Kurope
from its waters.  'To restore that navigation became the policy of England and
France and other Western nations, and the rise of what is now called “The
Fastern Question,” to which I shall refer by and by. In 1522, fell to the Turks
the Island of Rhodes, which gave them the key of the Archipelago, of Greece,
of the Dardanelles, of Asia Minor, and of the Seas of Syria and Egypt. ‘The
famous Soliman was Sultan ; and that was the time of greatest power and glory to
the Turks. The Empire in Europe embraced, the Greeks occupying old Greece
and part of Macedoma, as well as the country about Constantinople—the Bul-
garians who held a country cxtending from the Danube to the Black Sea ; and
the South Sclavonic races, whom we now know as Serbs, Bosnians, Herzego-
vinians, and Montencgrins, all identical in race—and also the Albanians of the
hilly country near the Adriatic. To these may be added Roumania, for then it
was really, and until quite recently, nominally subject to the Turks.

' A. ]J. Brav,

(70 be continued, )

“A LAY SERMON TO INSOLVENTS.”

“To thine own self be true and it will follow as the night the day; thou canst not then
be false to any man.”

Is there a niche in Life for each one of us in which alone we can really
show to advantage.whatever of beauty or usefulness we possess ? 1s there
some portion of the machinery of existence left vacant for each of us, in which,
and which alone, we shall find our power to sustain or propel so exactly
balanced to the other parts of the machine as to leave us no sense of strain, but
rather, healthful exercise of our faculties in promoting the usefulness of the
whole? These are questions which peculiarly interest us, who, sqffermg the
reality of failure, are oppressed with a sense of it, and burdened with the care



