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:*from' suèbh a' ouire onle is perforce reminded of the youth.
* wi w .éiiconvicted.,on the clearest evidence of having

made away with bis fatlier-and motber, appealed te ýthe
.Wude. not te bang _a pour ýom'plan.

But tbis by the way.ý Our present concern is with this
lateast " Short . istory" by. Profeaor Bryce. The author
h as long been known as a diligent student, and as an indus-
tr.ièus. workerin 'conneton witb an important educational
j itgCuîon His book on Manitoba vas a valuable contri-
bution te the bîs.tory of that Province, and p,ý,pared us te
loak. forward with some ex pectation to tbe appearance of
tbe present work, whicli vas annonnced some time since.
We have read it witb cure and, attention, and if we cannet
.speak of it with unstinted praise, we can at any rate voucli-
safe te it a cordial welcome as a vast improvement on its
predeccasors. it is at least a'book whicb. its anthor's
posterity need not feel asbamed of bis having turned ont,
wbich is more than could truthfully lie sajd of those alluded
te in tbe foregoiug paragraph.-

The first baîf cf the book is beyond ail comparison the
best, and it is on this portion that the author bas evidently
bestowed the most pains, Tbe accounts of prçbisterie and
early America and the aucient. inhabitants of Canada are,
generally speaking, full and accurate. The antbor's archme-
logical researches have bere stood. bim -in good stead, and be
bas laid bare a store cf inaterial not redily accessible te
generâl readers. It müy perbapa lie said thai tbis part cf the
work is semewhat eut cf pro portion te the sequel, but thejust
balancing cf the varions sections of a previously unwritten
histery is ne easy taak, and ig indeed one cf tbe greatest
difficulties wvhich an author bas to enceunter in dealing witb'
more or less recondite inaterials. In ne bock intended for
popular use bas tbis -part of our bistory been treated with
anything like the seime amàplitude cf detail. The publications
cf learned societies are practically unavailable te the coin-
mon mun cf readers, and Professer Bryce bas liera rendered
a valuable service with mucli care and judgment. He bas pre-

*sented aIl the most essential mesnîts cf modemn hîstorical re-
searchi, and bas tabulated bis authorities for the use cf those
Who may wisb te prosccute furtbcr enquimies. To bave accom-
plisbed se, mucli is te have dene kn. goed deal cf useful work.

.With respect te tlie'moireriodern portions of our bistemy,
tbe auther bas net been equally succesaful. His summary
is often baud and even crude. Ris tmeatment cf many fim-
portant events cf tbe lest balf century is altogether inade-
quate te the subjeet-matter. On some cf these events lie
bas bestowed but little study, and theme are not a few. whîch
it seemns te us that bie lias wbolly failed te understand. *it
is.clear, for instance, that bie bas failed te grasp the main
features cf the rébiellion cf 1837, and that. bis examination
cf tbe authomities wbicb. lie quotas bas been cf tbe most
dasultory and perfunctory kind. The saime may lie said cf
bis treaiment cf tbe events immediately following the union
cf the Provinces in 1841 and tbe struggle for Responsible
Gôéverninent. It would appear as thougli lielbed grown
weary cf bis task, and auxieus to get it off bis bands. This
is te be regmetted, because those events forni the key to

mucli of our current politics, and without -an adequate coin-
prehension of tbem no one can be said to have ajust under-
standing of the preseint atti tude of Canada before the world.

One other remark we feel constrained to makeé. It bas
already .been binted at, but it needs to be ernphasized; and
it ia this. The author is not master of an attractive style.
"To makeé history picturesque," he'says, in bis preface,
"must lie the aim of the modern historian." This is, true,
but the Professor bas net realized bis ideal. Some of the
most stiriing events are set down'in language as dry as the
multiplication table. This is a serions defeet, for it wilI
prevent the facts from being readily taken in and assimi-
lated by the memery. We notice, too, a good many minor
errors, some of which. may charitably lie attiibuted to slips
of the pen and of the press, but it is well te call attention te
them with a view te their elimination fromn subsequent edi-
tions. On p. 9, we are told, apropos of the boundary ques-
tion, that I in 1833 President Jefferson made a proposition
te Lord Palinerston," 'etc. President Jeffèrson liad ceased te
be President Jefferson about à quarter of a çentury before
the date indicated, and for seven 1years haed slept' his lest
sleep beneath the mausoleum of Monticello. .It was of
course President Jackson who made the proposition te, Lord
Palmerston. .Again: the naines of Sir William Joison
and bis son are everywhere mis-spelled, and the spelling is
nôt even uniform, being sometimes, Jolinsten and at other
times Johustone. The naine of Lord Durham's successor la
also mis-spelled, as ia likewise. that of Sir Allan MacNab.
The inhabitants of Castile are spoken of as "lCastillians"
(p. 2), and on p. 5 we are informed that in 1881 the Do-
mainion contained no lus than 3,715,492 native born Cana-.
dians. The author doubtless knows that Illessa" is an ad-
jçctix'e of size and not of nuniber. The author of Tire Scot
i»' Canad<a is mentioned on p. 281 as IlA. Rattray." 'The
late Mr, Huntingten la thrice referred to, (p. 251) *as Mr.
Huntingdon. We have niarked several score of such mis-
takes as. these-none of them perbaps of very great import-
ance, but their aggregate is large, and in sncb a work accu-
racy in sncb matters is desirable.

We shahl probably find time to say something more about
this book in a future number.

XcHiaster University.
Edtitor arus

THz Bill creating the above university bas passed its third
reading, ànd will doubtiessabecome law; but whether it will ever
bce an accomplished fu-t is matter of grave doulit. There are
Maiy reasons why it £hould not, and 1 propose te point out a few
groûWkdsýnmwlich the foundig of such a useless and superfinous
institution should ha strenuously resisted. ln stating iny objec-
tions as a Baptist te the scheme, 1 %vish te avoid the abuse and par-
sonalities to which, some opponents of the uleasure have resorted,
and yet frankly and fearlessat express my views (and the views
also of the vast majority 1 believe of Canadienî Baptists) on this
question-

1. No demnand bas ever been made by the Baptists for such a
bih1 or such a university:

2. The inatter bas neyer been honestly or openly brouglit lie-
fore the dénomnination and considered by tlem. Excepting the
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